
INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1402

Rainbow House
A Home for HIV/AIDS-Affected Children

— Port-au-Prince, Haiti —

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Mark 9:37



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will benefit HIV/AIDS-
affected orphans living at Rainbow 
House by supporting their education 
and expanding a composting project 
that enhances their food supply and 
provides income.

Purpose
To share Christ’s love with orphans and 
give them an enriching environment in 
which to overcome the stigma of HIV/
AIDS and become thriving, independent 
adults. 

Location
Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

Cost
$13,200 is needed for the orphans’ 
education and also to help build four 
composting reservoirs and provide 
training to local farmers.

Highlights
• Rainbow House exists to rescue poor, 

HIV/AIDS-affected children who live 
without one or both parents.

• Without this ministry’s help, the 
orphaned children would face hunger, 
abandonment, stigmatization and 
even the denial of medical care at local 
hospitals.

• Rainbow House is currently providing 
shelter, nutrition, education, medical 
care and a Catholic upbringing for 34 
children and two young adults, 
demonstrating its commitment to 
helping those in need.

• Your generous gift will help cover 
school fees, books, uniforms and 
other school supplies for the orphans.

• Your gift will also support the home’s worm composting project, helping to build three worm reservoirs and 
one liquid compost reservoir and provide training to local farmers on how to make their own compost.
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The Need

AIDS may no longer be a death sentence, but in Haiti, the stigma of the disease remains an incredible hardship 
— particularly for children.

The high hopes many have for today’s powerful antiretroviral drugs are often not shared by HIV/AIDS victims 
and their families living in the slums of Port-au-Prince. There, a 10-year-old girl who lost her mother to AIDS 
is more often shunned by her peers and still sees little hope in her future. The same holds true for a bone-thin, 
9-year-old boy who keeps getting sicker and wonders how his days will end.

All these people know is desperation and loneliness. The local hospital won’t take them in, and their neighbors 
— often even their own family members — don’t want them around. When they reach out for help, the typical 
reaction from the community is dread — specifically, a fear of contracting HIV. Looking on their suffering, it is 
easy to see a tragic comparison to the lepers Christ so compassionately served during his time on earth. 

Though AIDS now infects a smaller percentage of Haitians than it did in the past, those who do contract the 
disease remain shunned by their communities and unable to access medical care or antiretroviral drugs. As a 
result, many succumb to their illness as they suffer in isolation. Children who have been infected through no 
fault of their own are often kept hidden behind closed doors or are cast out on the dangerous streets.

These little ones desperately need an advocate — someone to stand with them and show them they are dearly 
treasured children of God. You can be that advocate, reaching out to them just as Jesus reached out to the lepers 
of his era with love and healing. They need medical care, nutritious food, a safe place to call home and the love 
of Christ for their hurting hearts.

Church leaders in Haiti believe they can provide this blessed relief, but they need your help! Read on to find 
out how you can manifest the love of Jesus to children made outcasts by this terrible disease.

HIV/AIDS resources and support are hard to obtain in Haiti’s poor communities.
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Ministry Description

When Rainbow House was 
founded, it effectively served as 
a hospice for children dying of 
AIDS. At that time, AIDS was 
usually a death sentence. Now 
the ministry serves a different but 
equally critical purpose, sheltering 
children stigmatized by this dreaded 
disease and advocating for their 
rights in society.

“HIV transmission has 
decreased tremendously over the 
last decade, but stigmatization is 
still a tremendous problem,” says 
Rainbow House director Danielle 
Penette. “There is also a problem 
with self-stigma, and we fight 
that here.”

At Rainbow House, children infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS are welcomed as family. Their basic need 
for food, clothing and shelter is met, they are treated with dignity and love, they are given access to the medical 
care they need, and they are nurtured academically and spiritually and prepared to live independent adult lives. 
Rather than hide the children away, Danielle involves them in the life of their local Catholic parish, laying a 
spiritual foundation that is reinforced through daily prayers and Psalm readings.

When the children grow up, they are reintegrated into society. Now healthy and equipped with job skills, they 
have hope of overcoming their illness and truly thriving.

This year, Cross Catholic Outreach is supporting Rainbow House’s hopeful vision by rallying friends like 
you to fund two important needs: education and agriculture.

“People can live together without 
transmission. It is part of our mission to 
help people understand this important 
fact. If you are living with HIV and AIDS, 
if you are responsible, you can avoid 
transmission. If you have HIV and AIDS, 
if you are responsible with medication 
and diet, you can live a long life.”

Rainbow House director Danielle Penette
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Organic Farming
“Advocacy and self-sustainability 

are two areas that are key areas of 
focus,” Danielle says. “We want to 
educate our children and prepare 
them for a life outside this home. 
And part of that is the farm life 
that we have developed here. They 
are learning how to be self-
sustaining.”

This “farm life” has grown to 
include cows, pigs, bees, a diverse 
vegetable farm, a chicken house 
producing about 325 eggs per day, 
a chicken processing facility, and 
organic composting equipment. 
Rainbow House uses its produce 
for consumption as well as income and is fully committed to internationally recognized organic farming standards 
that prohibit synthetic fertilizers and growth hormones. Many local farmers use chemical fertilizers that deplete 
the soil over time, but Danielle aims for long-term sustainability.

To that end, Cross Catholic Outreach needs your support to expand Rainbow House’s organic composting 
capability. This approach not only benefits the children nutritionally and educationally, but also decreases our 
ministry partner’s dependence on outside funding as they sell their much-in-demand organic produce.

Academics
For Haitian children, getting a 

complete, quality education is a 
challenge. Many never advance 
beyond the first few grades. But 
Rainbow House ensures that every 
child in its care gets the education 
needed for a thriving, independent 
life. That means enrolling them in 
Catholic school, paying annual 
fees, purchasing school uniforms 
and supplies, and monitoring to 
ensure they are keeping up with 
their studies.

For the kids to advance in their 
education year after year, Rainbow 

House needs support from Cross Catholic Outreach benefactors like you who have a passion to equip orphans 
and vulnerable children for a life outside of poverty.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2020, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to providing a safe and loving home to impoverished children who have no 
one else to care for them. Each and every one of these HIV/AIDS-infected and -affected children is valuable in God’s 
sight. We want to show them that they are loved, and we want to restore their hope that a better life is possible.

You can help us succeed and bless these precious children!

Without Rainbow House, many of these children would be on the street with no hope for the future — their 
bodies ravaged by one of the world’s most horrendous diseases. That’s why it’s so important that this vital 
ministry gets the support it needs to meet the children’s physical, emotional and spiritual needs. By funding 
education and agriculture, you will play an important role in helping Rainbow House be a beacon of hope to 
Haiti’s most vulnerable children.

Please join us today and extend Christ’s love to boys and girls in need! Show them that God has not rejected 
them. Show them they have value. Show them there is hope for a life beyond suffering and squalor. 

Your support will bless their bodies, minds and hearts and restore their faith in a better future!

Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 

Psalm 82:3


