
PROPOSAL

St. Catherine Academy
Opportunity for Impoverished Girls

— Belize City, Belize —

“Know that wisdom is such to your soul; if you find it, you will find a future,

    and your hope will not be cut off.”
PROVERBS 24:14

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 0101



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project provides eight 
impoverished girls with full 
scholarships to one of the best 
Catholic secondary schools in Belize.

Purpose
To offer young women a way out of 
poverty when the family is too poor 
to afford educational expenses.

Our Partners
Sisters of Mercy.

Location
Belize City, Belize.

Cost
$9,600 covers the cost of annual 
tuition for eight students and 
provides them with uniforms, shoes, 
books and school meals.

Highlights
• The cycle of poverty often 

continues for generations in this 
Central American country.

• Compulsory education ends at 
age 14, and many families simply 
cannot afford to send their 
children to secondary schools.

• St. Catherine Academy is a low-
cost, value-based secondary school 
that prepares girls for rewarding 
careers.

• Scholarship recipients flourish in 
an environment that challenges 
their minds and nourishes their 
souls.

• The girls learn good work habits 
as they perform three hours of work per week on campus.

• By supporting the scholarship program, you provide eight impoverished girls with something no one in 
their families thought possible — hope for a better future.

A woman from Belize washes clothes by hand.
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The Need
Belize may be known for its 

natural beauty, but this Central 
American country also has areas of 
extreme poverty with challenges few 
tourists ever see or experience. Many 
of the families there have endured 
hardships for generations, living in 
simple shacks under difficult and 
unsanitary conditions.

Because these impoverished parents 
are often too poor to put regular 
meals on the table, they rarely dare 
to dream of providing an advanced 
education for their children. Their 
sons and daughters are required to 
attend school until age 14, but many 
drop out early, and paying the fees for 
secondary school is simply not realistic.

“Many of the students supported 
by Cross Catholic Outreach at St. 

Catherine Academy cannot even afford to pay for uniforms and school supplies, much less tuition and expensive 
schoolbooks,” explained Salome Tillet, the principal of St. Catherine Academy.

Without an education, it is nearly impossible for young women to find decent jobs, especially in the challenging 
economic climate of Belize. 

 “As a result, there is a high rate of uneducated young women who become parents too early, repeating the cycle 
of poverty they’ve been trapped in since childhood,” the principal said.

Breaking this harmful cycle can forever change the futures of these young women for the better, and we believe 
that St. Catherine Academy’s approach provides the best educational opportunity for these girls. Together, 
through our support of the Sisters of Mercy, we can break the cycle of poverty for eight young women this year. 
When you join us in providing these girls with scholarships, you will be giving them a precious gift. You will be 
offering a life-transforming opportunity few of them ever dreamed possible.

Students at St. Catherine Academy learn valuable leadership skills. Here, Father Scott Giuliani 
and Principal Salome Tillet join students as they prepare to lead a morning assembly.

What Tourists Don’t See
The nation of Belize is gripped by high unemployment, growing involvement in the South American drug 

trade, escalating urban crime and high rates of HIV/AIDS. Crushing foreign debt makes it difficult for the 
country’s leaders to create solutions. 

All of these economic hardships leave children to suffer as shown by these statistics from UNICEF:

   •   49% of children live in poverty.

   •   19% of children have stunted growth from malnutrition.

   •   27% of schools have contaminated water.

Sadly, the widespread poverty leaves children highly vulnerable to sexual abuse, trafficking and gang violence.
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Ministry Description
The best way to express the potential of your gift 

is to share one of St. Catherine Academy’s recent 
success stories.

Markeisha Fuller grew up in poverty, and the 
path of her life promised only hardships and the 
continuation of her family’s legacy of poverty. She 
had dreams of a better future, but saw no way to 
achieve those aspirations. Her parents were poor, 
and only through some outside intervention was 
there any hope her fate might change.

 During this time, American Catholics like you 
stepped forward to fund her scholarship, and 
an amazing transformation of her life began. She 
was able to graduate from the esteemed St. Catherine 
Academy, and doors to further educational 
opportunities opened up for her. The 18-year-old 
has since advanced to Wesley Junior College where 
she is studying to be an accountant.  

Through an act of mercy, the trajectory of 
Markeisha’s life has forever changed, and it is likely 
her advancement will impact others in her family and community too. The income a successful student typically 
earns as a professional also lifts up parents and siblings — and their success inspires other young people in a 
similar position.

Over time, the scholarships provided to talented but poor students have become a vital part of the Sisters of 
Mercy’s mission, and its efforts to bless marginalized women is important to continue because government 
support for education beyond age 14 is limited. 

As part of the Cross Catholic scholarship, impoverished students receive books, school supplies, uniforms and 
meal assistance. In exchange for free annual tuition, each girl is given a job — such as cleaning classrooms — to 
develop good work habits. The girls are also involved in a lot of spiritual activities at the school such as morning 
prayers, mass and retreat preparation. 

For this life-changing ministry to continue for another year, we need your support. Your generous gift will 
enable the sisters to welcome in a new group of students and offer them the same opportunities Markeisha and 
the graduating recipients in previous years have had. Please, seize this unique opportunity to change lives — and 
families — for generations to come.

Markeisha Fuller

Drawing Close to Jesus
St. Catherine Academy prepares young women for the future — both in this world and the next. To the 

Sisters of Mercy and their teachers, spiritual nourishment is just as important as academic success. The 
staff lives by the words of Catherine McAuley, who founded the religious order in Ireland in 1827; “We 
cannot fit them for earth without fitting them for heaven.”

Students learn about their Catholic faith in religion classes and on retreats. They celebrate their faith at 
regular Mass and on special feast days to honor Mary. Their faith becomes alive as they join clubs that 
focus on prayer, leadership, anti-racism, stopping human trafficking and more. 



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Impoverished young women in Belize dream of a better future — and we know they can attain that dream 

with your support!  All it requires is the gift of an educational scholarship.

One previous scholarship student, Nerjia, is so strong in physics and other sciences that she intends to become 
a pediatrician. Two other early scholarship recipients aspire to become lawyers. Moneifa would like to enter politics 
and bless her entire country, while Alisa intends to use her legal training to provide social services. These young 
women can only aspire to such lofty goals because caring Catholics like you stepped forward to help!

Please do the same for a new group of girls and enable them to break the cycle of poverty that has trapped 
their families for generations.

Today,the Sisters of Mercy need your generous gift to continue their mission of mercy. Through your support 
of the scholarship program, you will enable the sisters to nourish the minds and souls of current students like 
Nerjia, Moneifa and Alisa. You will provide a new class of eager, young scholarship recipients with an opportunity 
they never dreamed possible.

Let’s make their dreams come true!

 “Faith and Reason are like two wings of the human spirit by which it soars to the truth.”

Saint John Paul II


