
PROPOSAL

Working Boys Center
Food for Poor Children

— Quito, Ecuador —

“Feed my sheep.”
JOHN 21:17

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 0709



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project will provide meals 
and snacks for poor children.

Purpose
To relieve the burden on 
impoverished families by 
feeding hungry children and 
opening doors to education. 

Location
Ecuador’s capital city, Quito, 
located in the Guayllabamba 
River basin in the Andes 
Mountains. 

Our Partner
The Jesuits of Ecuador founded 
the Working Boys Center in 
1974. For the past 45 years, they 
have fought to provide physical 
and spiritual nourishment for 
at-risk children and their 
families. 

Cost
$30,000 will provide meals to 
160 families.

Highlights
• More than 21 percent of 

Ecuador’s population lives 
below the poverty level, and 
as a result, children work to 
help provide for their 
households. They often shine 
shoes or sell merchandise on the dangerous city streets.

• Over the past few years, Ecuador has toughened its child labor laws. This has been a significant advancement 
toward protecting children against exploitation, but some children still engage in child labor to help support 
their struggling families.

• The Center provides free daycare for working parents and operates its own primary, secondary and 
vocational schools. Families also have access to adult education and catechism.

• By reaching children while they are young, we can prevent the long-term negative effects of poverty and 
malnutrition. Your generous gift will feed poor children — supporting their healthy development, improving 
their quality of life, and increasing their chances of escaping poverty!
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The Need
Every parent wants the best for their children — that they have plenty of food to eat, enjoy fun activities, 

and have the kind of lifestyle that produces hope in a happy future. Unfortunately, wanting this “best” is not an 
option for desperately poor parents living near Quito, Ecuador. Facing high unemployment rates and extremely 
limited opportunities, many of these mothers and fathers struggle to put food on the table — and some rely on 
their children to work at an early age to help make ends meet.

Under this pressure, children roam the streets of Quito, shining shoes, hawking newspapers or selling trinkets. 
They work seven days a week, rising early in the morning and going home late at night. Without an education, 
these boys and girls will have little hope of escaping the cycle of poverty that has plagued their grandparents and 
parents — but even knowing this, they work so their families can eat. 

In recent years, Ecuador has adopted stricter child labor laws, which have helped to defend children against 
certain forms of exploitation, but many boys and girls still work to help their families. Sometimes, these children 
come from single-parent households, where a mother is struggling to raise four or five children on her own. 
Little ones find themselves carrying a heavy burden of responsibility as they help provide for their younger brothers 
and sisters.

Surely it must grieve God that these children are losing their childhoods. They should be playing or studying 
for school, but poverty leaves little opportunity for these children to simply be children. They forfeit childhood 
joys and become trapped in lives of drudgery and adult responsibilities.

But all hope is not lost! 

Cross Catholic Outreach has an opportunity to partner with a Jesuit-led ministry to provide support for 
these poor children and their families. Through this ministry, and with your help, we can help them fight for 
a brighter future.
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Ministry Description
Founded by a Jesuit priest in 1974, the Centro de Muchacho Trabajador (Working Boys Center) aims to relieve 

the burden on poor families. What started as a small mission to feed a few hungry boys has since grown into a 
comprehensive ministry that serves approximately 1,000 people — including not only street children, but also 
their parents and siblings. 

By offering free meals, the ministry relieves hunger while providing an incentive for children to pursue an 
education. The Center runs its own primary, secondary and technical schools. Students are prohibited from 
working, and with their nutritional needs taken care of, they can focus on doing their very best in class. Mothers 
receive nutritional training, and little ones in the nursery receive regularly have their height and weight measured 
to chart their growth and assess individual needs.

In addition, families involved with the Working Boys Center benefit from adult education, technical education 
and catechism. The Center also offers Mass, which the children are invited to attend on the day scheduled for 
their class. People of all faiths are welcome to participate in the Center’s activities, but they know they are being 
served in the name of Christ.

Faithful Catholics are fighting to empower families and set poor children on a more positive path — but they 
need your help to continue providing this vital support!

Proper nutrition is fundamental to children’s developmental health. By providing hearty meals, we can improve their physical, mental 
and emotional well-being overall.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Poor parents in Ecuador cannot afford to provide their sons and daughters with bare necessities — let alone 

give them access to quality educational opportunities. Fortunately, the Working Boys Center can give these 
mothers and fathers the help they need to support their children. 

This gift will have lasting value too. It will take children off the streets, free them from fruitless labor, and put 
them on a path to a brighter future. In fact, past successes prove this out. 

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to supporting the Jesuits of Ecuador as they minister to the needs of 
impoverished children and their families, but we can’t do it without you! Please, make a generous gift to help 
sustain this transformational ministry. Help us provide meals for children and their families.

Isaiah 58:10 says, “If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your 
light rise in the darkness.” Today, poor children are hungry and in desperate need of a helping hand to get a good 
start in life. You can shine a light of hope on their dark circumstances by addressing their urgent needs today!


