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“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”
MARK 10:14

We are a
Catholic ministry
that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually
for the glory of Jesus Christ.
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we
support existing ministries and churches already serving the
poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important
position of leadership in poor communities.
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource
from God. We direct every donation to its intended
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our
donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that
please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.

Project Synopsis
Description
This project will provide education and inspiration for children from vulnerable families in the north of
Nicaragua.

Purpose
To inspire and equip young learners to break the cycle of poverty that has trapped their families for generations.

Our Partner
Fabretto Children’s Foundation, which operates the Fabretto Education Center.

Location
Esteli, Nicaragua.

Cost
$24,000 to assist with the
school lunch program, provide
learning materials, and
workshops for teachers and
parents.

Highlights
• Nicaragua is the poorest
country in Central America,
and has been gripped by a
political and economic crisis
for nearly two years,
worsening the lives of
families already mired in
poverty.
• Children from impoverished
families are at high risk of
growing up illiterate.
• The Esteli center provides
Fabretto teachers form close bonds with their students.
the only nourishing meal
many students receive each
day.
• The caring team at Fabretto offers a compassionate response to crushing poverty — Christ-centered
programs that feed and educate children, encourage parents and train teachers.
• Your generous gift is urgently needed so this Catholic outreach can draw in entire families and inspire
young children.

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
MATTHEW 18:5
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The Need
Though only 8 years old, José Luis Castillo Zamora had
already lost something precious: hope for a better future.
As a victim of the draining cycle of poverty that grips many
in Nicaragua, he had already seen and experienced how
challenging life could be. To find employment, his mother had
moved to Costa Rica, and with no father, José was living with
his struggling grandmother. The meager living she makes
selling tortillas on the street is hardly enough to cover basics,
much less provide for a better life.
It is easy to see why José lost hope. He saw only one path in
life: to follow in the footsteps of the thousands of
impoverished children who grow up without an education,
skills or ambition.
The situation José faces is tragically common in the urban
ghettos of Esteli. There, young boys and girls have few role
models, no belief in their abilities and little hope for improving
their lot in life. Their impoverished families cannot even
adequately feed them, let alone provide them with an education.
Fortunately, the Fabretto Education Center is aware of this
José Luis Castillo Zamora
need and has established a plan to restore hope in Esteli. Their
compassionate, Spirit-filled team sees children like José as beloved by God and worthy of support. Their goal is
to open hearts and minds — and to unleash each child’s full potential.
But with your help, Fabretto can succeed with this ambitious plan! It can offer hope to this poor community’s
precious children and help make more of the gifts and talents God has provided to them.
Please — seize this wonderful opportunity to nourish bodies, educate minds and inspire souls!

Our support is crucial
Fabretto’s hope-filled message is needed more than ever in Nicaragua, because the poverty there
continues to worsen.
• School dropout rates are as high as 40 percent in some regions, and about 870,000 children
nationwide don’t have access to an education.
• 50 percent of the country’s population lives on $2 a day or less.
• Almost 50 percent of Nicaragua’s third-graders score at the lowest level on literacy tests.
• 70 percent of preschool teachers and 27 percent of primary school teachers lack proper training,
according to the government.
• Even qualified teachers have trouble motivating students because parents are illiterate and have had
little exposure to education.
Your support of Fabretto can make an impact and help turn this situation around. Through your
generosity, its comprehensive, community-based program will create hope in children and families!
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Ministry Description
The Fabretto ministry does so much more than provide nourishing meals and an education. Its caring educators
inspire dreams, foster ambition and help children discover their God-given gifts. As a ministry on a mission, it is
dedicated to giving hope to impoverished and illiterate children.
Nathan Gabriel Molina Peralta is a wonderful example of this. When
the 7-year-old arrived at the center, he couldn’t relate to other children
and was unable to grasp concepts in his lessons. He was so timid that he
cowered in fear at the sound of rain. His teacher’s response? To love
him all the more. She patiently developed an individualized plan for
Nathan that included hands-on activities, involvement with other
children, communication with his parents and plenty of encouragement.
The Fabretto team is eager to transform other children’s lives with your
help. Their approach is Christ-centered and based on the principles of the
Salesians, a Catholic order dedicated to serving the poor. Teachers use the
Salesian curriculum to cultivate a love of Christ, to stress community
service and to build character. Under this comprehensive program:

•
•
•
•
•

220 children attend daily primary school classes.
40 children attend after-school enrichment programs.
All schoolchildren receive a nutritious meal each day.
More than 2,500 public school students benefit from workshops
for teachers, including the promotion of educational methods for
Nathan Gabriel Molina Peralta
serving children with learning disabilities.
Workshops are offered to parents and caretakers, demonstrating how they can encourage learning at home.

Please join us in ensuring these inspired outreach programs can continue!

A true blessing
The Fabretto Children’s Foundation behind the Fabretto Education Center has an interesting history
that begins with a Salesian missionary from Italy — Father Rafael Fabretto. In 1948, he was so moved by
the impoverished children he encountered in Nicaragua that he started a group of children’s homes. He
drew others to the ministry, which continued to expand.
One of those he inspired was Kevin Marinacci, who arrived in 1989 to volunteer for a year. When Fr.
Fabretto passed away in 1990, Kevin found himself so committed to the children of Nicaragua that he
agreed to stay on longer and develop new outreaches. He eventually became chief executive officer of the
Fabretto Children’s Foundation, which today operates nine education centers in the most impoverished
regions of the country.

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
JEREMIAH 29:11
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Help Now!
Please join Cross Catholic Outreach in
supporting the legacy of Fr. Fabretto. The
Spirit-filled priest was so moved by the lack
of hope in destitute children that he
dedicated his life to inspiring and educating
them. The mission he championed continues
today in a compassionate and dedicated
team that carries his name.
While poverty remains in Nicaragua, the
Fabretto team is committed to bringing the
hope of Jesus into destitute neighborhoods,
offering opportunity and building dreams.
To succeed, this life-changing outreach
needs our help today. Funding outreaches
in impoverished communities is a challenge,
so Cross Catholic Outreach has committed
to providing crucial resources needed for
the coming year. With your generous gift,
the caring Fabretto educators will be able to
continue the mission Fr. Fabretto began —
nourishing the minds and hearts of young
children.
Every child deserves to discover their
God-given talents and to live in hope! You
can help make that a reality in one of
Nicaragua’s poorest communities!
The Spirit of Jesus motivated Fr. Fabretto and continues to be present through
the Fabretto center today.

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
MARK 9:37

Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021,
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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