
PROPOSAL

Bruh Tesfa Women  
and Girls Education

Escape from Poverty Through Education
— Adigrat, Ethiopia —

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth;  
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

PSALM 86:11

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1089



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project provides the 
physical, emotional and spiritual 
support that will allow girls who 
are seniors in high school to 
complete their degrees and pass 
their national exams so they can 
move on to post-secondary 
education. 

Purpose
To nurture the God-given talents 
in young women whose families 
are gripped by poverty.

Our Partners
Missionaries of Africa, Catholic 
priests who have served the 
poorest of the poor on the 
continent for 150 years.

Location
Adigrat, in the Tigray Region of 
northern Ethiopia. 

Cost
$24,268 to house, feed, clothes and counsel girls so they can graduate high school, and to provide tuition, 
supplies, emotional support, and career advice to additional young women.

Highlights
• Bruh Tesfa (Bright Light) operates a girls’ hostel that has enabled many young women to complete high 

school and university studies. 

• Without the hostel, students from destitute rural villages must walk one to six hours or more to reach the 
high school in the city.

• The hostel is much more than a place to stay. A compassionate team nurtures the girls, helping them 
become ambitious, faith-filled young women.

• When funds allow, some young women who graduate from high school through the program also receive 
aid for tuition, school supplies, clothes and food as they move on for advanced studies or technical training.

• The Missionaries of Africa have been inspired by the Holy Spirit to create this contemporary response to 
educational resources. Let’s provide the support they need to bring the Bright Light of the Lord to people  
in need.

Local residents gather for the opening of the girl’s hostel, where the Lord works miracles 
amid humble circumstances.
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The Need
Rishan Weldemichael refused to be trapped by the poverty of her rural village — even if it meant walking 

alone three hours to school every day.

“In some places there is a forest and I have no one to accompany me, so I am afraid,” the 18-year-old woman said.

Young people like Rishan face incredible odds in other areas of their lives as well. Their villages are destitute, 
with few basic services and almost no opportunity for gainful employment. Local schooling stops after grade 10, 

and government high schools are located in 
the cities, which are often many hours away 
for those traveling by foot.

Even if a young person is able to make  
the long walk to class and back home, how 
will they find time to study?

Young women often face even greater 
hardships. In Ethiopia, girls are traditionally 
told to accept life as a subsistence farmer.  
They are not encouraged to become educated, 
and so are destined to repeat the cycle of 
poverty.

But Rishan has not let these roadblocks 
end her journey toward something better. 
She believes in herself and her calling —  
to become a physician and help her people.

And today, Rishan sees a ray of hope.  
Bruh Tesfa has opened a girls’ hostel in the 
city, and Rishan has been accepted as a 
resident. This will vastly improve her chances 
of graduating from high school and passing 
her national exams.

This blessing is also proof that Jesus 
continues to work miracles through his 
Church — and through those who empower 
that work. For Rishan and the other young 
women, the hostel is more than a place to 
stay near school. Bruh Tesfa is a home, a  
safe place where she can study, grow and  
be inspired by faith-filled priests and staff.

The Missionaries of Africa took a leap  
of faith when they opened the hostel. They 

believe they answered a calling from God, but they lack one thing they are seeking from us. They still need resources 
to pay for staff and supplies. Working together, we can fulfill that need and be the answer to their prayers. Please 
help us fund that need and show Rishan that she is not the only one who believes in her dreams.

Rishan’s father expresses his gratitude that she no longer faces lonely, dangerous 
walks to school.

Becoming Women of God

Spiritual development is an important part of the Bruh Tesfa 
experience. Two priests at the hostel work closely with a local 
deacon in the Ethiopian Orthodox church to celebrate Mass 
each Sunday, pray with the girls, hold faith formation sessions 
twice a month and lead tours of local sites of religious significance. 
It’s all part of Bruh Tesfa’s commitment to minister to the girls 
in body, mind and spirit.
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Ministry Description
The caring team at Bruh Tesfa ministers to the whole person. 

It accomplishes this godly task through faith formation from  
two priests, encouragement and career advice from an Orthodox 
deacon and from a staff member who is both a social worker and 
counselor, and nurturing from a housemother.

Zemeda Berhane is grateful for each one of these Spirit-filled 
team members, and she credits them with helping her escape 
despair after she failed the national university entrance exams. 
Zemeda, who had excelled as a hostel resident during her final 
year in high school, was crushed by this unexpected setback and 
not being able to retake the exam.

The Bruh Tesfa team rushed to her aid, lovingly persuading 
her not to give up her dream of further education by returning 
to her village without advanced skills or training. Together, they 
discovered Zemeda’s interest in becoming a surveyor for road 
and construction projects, and she is now happily attending 
technical school.

Zemeda is fortunate the Lord has placed the Missionaries of 
Africa and their team in her life. These servants of the Lord don’t 
stop caring when a young woman graduates high school. 

As the students attend university or technical classes, the caring 
hostel team offers assistance with tuition, school supplies, clothes 
and food. True to the healing ministry of Jesus, the team meets 
the students’ spiritual and emotional needs as well. The team 
visits the girls and their parents back in the villages. Orthodox 
deacons work with the Catholic church to help girls deepen their 
relationships with Jesus, while counselors provide workshops on 

building a career. Special topic seminars are offered for students to meet Ethiopian women who have become 
successful business leaders, encouraging the girls that they have what it takes to dream and succeed.  

The Missionaries of Africa took a bold step in creating a girls’ hostel for young women who are building a 
bridge out of poverty. Let’s help them succeed! With your support, Bruh Tesfa can be the bright light these 
young women need to see a future filled with hope and the love of God.

Zemeda is a success story in the making. Won’t you 
help other girls follow her example?

Passing National Exams
Twelfth grade is an important year for Ethiopian high schoolers. Not only is it the last year of secondary 

school before graduation, but it’s the year they take their national exams. If students perform well enough 
on these exams, they qualify to receive a college education free-of-charge at a public university. Passing 
these exams is critical. 

However, if they don’t pass these exams, it’s not the end of the road. Like in Zemeda’s situation, girls 
may attend a technical school to gain a practical job skill to propel them to success. That’s why Bruh 
Tesfa’s hostel ministry is so important!



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
Many miracles have been manifested 

through the Missionaries of Africa, 
and with your help, God can do even 
more!

The Bruh Tesfa hostel is a place  
of growth and possibilities for poor 
Ethiopian girls. In partnership with 
Cross Catholic Outreach, you have  
the opportunity to turn these girls’ 
impossible dreams into reality by 
supporting their educational endeavors.

Your support will enable 24 young 
women to complete 12th grade and sit 
for their national exams through the 
hostel program. It will also enable 20 
additional girls to stay in school by 
assisting with tuition, school supplies 
and general living expenses. With your 
support, these young ladies will be 
able to attain an education while 
deepening their relationship with Jesus.

Please join us in answering the 
prayers of impoverished young women. 
Your gift will help lift them out of 
poverty!

Despite the simple dormitory rooms and library, Bruh Tesfa is a joyous place to call 
home. The girls are loved by their housemother and other caring staff.

“Food for the body is not enough. There must be food for the soul.”

D O R O T H Y  D A Y
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