
PROPOSAL

St. Teresa Home
Loving Care for Trafficked and At-Risk Children

— Ouanaminthe, Haiti —

Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.

Psalm 82:3

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1135



We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will empower the Sisters of San 
Juan Evangelista to provide safe shelter for 
victims of human trafficking, domestic violence 
and other life-threatening situations.

Purpose
To extend physical, psychological and spiritual 
support to hurting women and children while 
social service networks seek to reunite them 
with their families.

Partner
The Sisters of San Juan Evangelista were 
founded in 1932 with a mission to promote and 
defend vulnerable workers. They have been 
serving in Haiti since 1988, with a focus on 
children, social ministry and evangelism.

Location
Ouanaminthe, a town in northeast Haiti that 

borders the Dominican Republic.

Cost
$54,000 covers the majority of St. Teresa 
Home’s annual operation, allowing the nuns 
and staff members to provide necessary food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care and counseling 
for the next year.

Highlights
• Human trafficking is a heartbreaking problem in Ouanaminthe. Traffickers prey on poor families, offering 

protection and assistance to those who are either desperate to cross the border or have recently been 
deported.

• The Sisters of San Juan Evangelista network with government agencies, community leaders and other social 
service organizations to coordinate anti-trafficking efforts.

• About 90 percent of the beneficiaries at St. Teresa Home are children, but the mission also cares for women 
who have been trafficked or have suffered domestic abuse.

• By holding daily devotions and teaching Bible lessons to the children in their care, the sisters remind hurting 
hearts that there is a God who loves them.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is the program’s only major funder. We are committed to helping the sisters run St. 
Teresa Home so that human trafficking victims can receive the help and spiritual comfort they need.
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The Need

Haiti is the poorest country in the 
Western Hemisphere and among the 
poorest nations in the entire world. 
Driven by desperation and a lack of 
opportunities for their children, many 
Haitian families leave their homeland 
in search of hope and opportunity, 
but sadly, these attempts to migrate 
into the Dominican Republic can 
lead to even greater hardships. To 
avoid the authorities, parents try to 
cross the border alone, hoping to 
send for their children once they are 
settled, and that is when lurking 
human traffickers can strike.

For a fee, these evil opportunists 
promise to provide food and shelter 
for the children while their parents 
are away. Some offer to guide boys and girls safely across the border and reunite them with their families when 
the time is right. Like wolves in sheep’s clothing, these predators guarantee aid and protection to parents desperate 
to obtain that help. But these are false promises. When mothers and fathers hand over their children and a sum 
equivalent to about US$100 — an extremely high price for a poor family to pay — the trap is sprung. 

Some of the parents never see their sons and daughters again.

It’s hard to say exactly where a child 
may end up after falling prey to traffickers, 
but the possibilities for abuse are frightening. 
Little ones are sold as cheap labor or used 
as indentured servants. Some may end 
up imprisoned in the dark, degrading 
world of prostitution, their innocence 
torn from them. There are even stories 
of traffickers harvesting human organs 
for sale on the black market.

 In the midst of these devastating 
circumstances, many children must feel 
forgotten, but we know that no human 
being is forgotten by God. Our Lord, 
who sees every sparrow’s fate, must 
surely see the tears of these precious boys 
and girls — and his heart must break 
over the injustices they suffer.

We believe Christ is calling on his Church to rescue and restore these suffering children, and we are blessed to 
be working with the Sisters of San Juan Evangelista to meet this urgent need.
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Ministry Description

In a child’s darkest hour, St. Teresa Home stands out as a source of light and hope. By providing shelter for 
children, as well as women who have been trafficked or abused, the Sisters of San Juan Evangelista want to 
minister Christ’s love to the downtrodden and mistreated.

Children may come to St. Teresa Home for a variety of reasons. Many have been trafficked; others are former 
restaveks (a type of indentured servant) or victims of violence at home. Whatever the case, they will find rest and 
refuge waiting for them.

St. Teresa Home has the capacity to serve 30 
children at a time. Boys and girls may remain 
there for up to one month, but most will stay for 
only 15 days. Even though the time is short, two 
nuns and four staff members try to make each 
experience meaningful. They value any 
opportunity to share God’s love, and their hope 
is that every child will be taught, touched and 
impacted. Sisters work to build trust, and within 
a few days children who were once sullen and 
skeptical will begin to laugh, show affection and 
share their stories.

“There are two things we must do,” says Sister 
Iselande, one of the nuns who runs the home. 
“The first is to pray. The second is to get the 
children to smile again.”

Children at St. Teresa Home will receive 
nutritious meals, medical care, showers, comfortable beds and clean clothing. They will spend their days as children 
should — playing games, singing songs, drawing pictures and learning important lessons from the Bible. These 
little ones have endured much trauma, and they have been forced to grow up too soon, so lighthearted activities 
help them have fun and reconnect with their childhood. A psychologist will further promote the healing process by 
hosting individual and group counseling sessions.

In 2017, St. Teresa Home was able to complete construction on a brand-new facility. The buildings are beautiful, 
comfortable and clean, and colorful pictures cover the walls of the courtyard. This bright and happy home is ready 
to welcome wounded boys and girls. It only needs your help!

Sr. Alexandra (left) and Sr. Iselande (right) run St. Teresa Home. Their 
love for the children is both apparent and reciprocated.

An Anti-Trafficking Network
Government agencies and social service organizations are poised to help the Sisters of San Juan 

Evangelista connect with some of the most vulnerable boys and girls in northeast Haiti. IBERS (Haitian 
social services) and the Brigade for the Protection of Minors can identify children in need and refer 
them to the mission. These institutions will also work to reunite children with their families or, if no 
other option is found, to place them in a suitable orphanage.

“You pray and you cry for each one. Every child has his or her own story.”
Sister Alexandra



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!

Today in Haiti, hundreds of frightened children are facing life heartbroken and alone. They have been exploited 
by those who once promised to care for them. In the midst of their pain, many of these suffering boys and girls 
must wonder whether they are even seen by God. 

We must respond to their cries for help! We must meet their need for food, clothing, medicine and emotional healing.

By empowering St. Teresa Home, we can give the victims of human trafficking a place to turn for help. The 
Sisters of San Juan Evangelista want to continue to address the needs of hurting children and women, but they 
need your help. Please — stand with them! Defend the weak, share the saving power of Christ and help end this 
crisis of the poor in northeast Haiti.

Lives will be forever changed and blessed!

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

Mark 9:37


