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Haitian Education & 
Leadership Program 

Scholarships for high-achieving students 
from impoverished communities

— Haiti —

I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

JEREMIAH 29:11



Executive Summary

Description

This outreach program will provide scholarships 
for five talented but impoverished students to 
study at the University of Notre Dame, Haiti 
— Haiti’s only Catholic university!

Purpose

To provide merit- and need-based university 
scholarships for hardworking students to 
reach their full potential by attending a Catholic 
university, which on their own could not be 
possible. 

Location

Port-au-Prince and poor, remote surrounding 
communities. 

Cost

$60,000 will fund the annual university 
scholarship program and enable five students 
to attend university.

Highlights

NEED

• Due to the high cost of education and the 
lack of financial aid available, few Haitian 
students graduate secondary school. 

• As a result of low graduation rates, 
students are unable to reach their full potential by pursuing higher education. 

• Students who struggle financially often end up in the cycle of poverty, sickness and hopelessness. 

IMPACT

• Cross Catholic Outreach and the Haitian Education & Leadership Program (HELP) believe that the best 
way to change Haiti’s future is to equip and motivate promising but disadvantaged students to continue their 
education and become the strong, faith-filled leaders their country needs. 

• Each Cross Catholic Outreach-supported HELP scholarship includes university tuition, textbooks and 
supplies, housing in HELP dorms, monthly living stipends for food and transportation, individualized 
student advising and career services, classes in English, an internship program, and study-abroad 
opportunities. 

• Those who graduate after taking advantage of HELP’s services have an employment rate of 90 percent. The 
ministry is also proud to report that more than 80 percent of HELP-sponsored graduates remain in Haiti to 
help improve their communities. 

Haiti is in desperate need of strong, compassionate medical professionals. 
As a part of HELP’s scholarship program, students are pursuing 
challenging careers in nursing and health care.



Don’t Let Poverty Rob Their Potential!

Brilliant minds born into oppressive poverty are rarely able to pursue or reach their full potential. Like our own 
children, these young men and women dream of building a better life for themselves and their communities, but 
the burdensome cost of an advanced education becomes a major roadblock. Many of these talented Haitian students 
are full of God-given skills and talents, but they never pursue a higher education because their poverty prevents 
them from realizing that dream.

Roseline DuClair faces that challenge. While Roseline’s mother works hard to sell clothes at the market in the 
hopes that her four children might pursue a life beyond poverty, her income simply isn’t high enough to provide 
them with that opportunity. Roseline has seen her mother’s faith lived out in both words and actions. Her mother 
has worked diligently to support herself and her family and has also been generous to others in her community. 
Roseline has often dreamed of following in her mother’s footsteps. 

“I have always had goals for my life – goals to learn and help others,” she said. 
Roseline is an exceptionally gifted student, and it would be a terrible loss if she never realizes her dream of pursuing 

a benevolent career, but the costs of a higher education are simply too high for her family to afford. Unless she can 
obtain financial assistance, her school years will end far short of her goals. 

The Haitian Education & Leadership Program (HELP) was founded in 1997 with a mission to provide scholarships to 
talented and ambitious students of Haiti. Since this program began, HELP has empowered more than 200 students 
from all over Haiti. 

The program provides impoverished straight-A students with the aid they need to attend the University of Notre 
Dame, an influential Catholic University in Haiti. This gift is important because it gives underprivileged young people 
a path out of poverty. In fact, a full 90 percent of HELP alumni find good employment after their graduation. 
HELP alumni are now working in careers such as education, computer science, law, accounting and engineering. 

Hundreds of young people like Roseline are eager to grow both intellectually and spiritually. Higher education is 
the path to that personal development – but they can only succeed with our help. God has gifted these men and 
women with gifts and talents. He has a purpose for their lives that will benefit others and glorify his name. In 
empowering the mission of HELP, we can change the future of these young people and bless a nation in need of 
strong, spiritual leaders!

To ensure young people succeed, HELP offers classes in leadership, Citizenship and English. 
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift  we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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Help Now!

In a country plagued with sickness, poverty 
and hopelessness, God wants to call forth young 
men and women to lead their community. 
When you empower the mission of HELP, you 
equip students to follow their call as Catholic 
leaders and serve the Lord to their highest 
ability! 

Students blessed with the HELP scholarship 
are often the only members of their families to 
attend university. When you lend your support, 
you will be giving these students a chance to 
influence their communities for the better!  
The gift of an education also helps entire 
families replace a cycle of poverty with a new 
cycle of hope and prosperity. Help us offer that 
life-transforming gift today and become a part 
of God’s plan to bring the students and 
communities of Haiti into a brighter future! 


