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Heart of Jesus School
Nurturing Young Minds, Bodies and Souls

— Jicamarca, Peru —

Happy are those who consider the poor; the Lord delivers them in the day of trouble.
PSALM 41:1



Executive Summary
Description

This project will enable poor children to get a Catholic 
education at Heart of Jesus, a pre-K through secondary 
school founded by a Jesuit priest in Santa Maria de 
Huachipa Parish. The school serves about 1,400 students 
and has a strong focus on spiritual formation. Families 
pay only what they can — which in some cases is 
nothing. The school has also been able to resume in 
person learning, in spite of the pandemic.

Purpose
To ensure that children from economically struggling 
families get the enrichment they need to thrive and 
to pursue a path out of poverty.

Location
Jicamarca, Peru. 

Cost
$48,000 is needed to pay the salaries of four teachers 
and three secretaries at the school so the cost does 
not fall on families too poor to contribute.

Highlights
NEED
• Peru experienced a steep economic decline during its strict COVID-19 response last year, with employment 

rates dropping by 20% and the ranks of the poor increasing by two million people. (CIA World Factbook)

• The impact of lockdowns and other disasters is painfully felt in poor communities such as Jicamarca, where 
families live in shanties in clouds of dust kicked up by the dry, mountainous terrain and the local brick-
making industry.

• Hemmed in by poverty, the children of Jicamarca lack access to a quality education and other opportunities.

IMPACT
• Your support will empower the students to excel in their studies and advance to the next level, regardless of 

their families’ financial situation.

• You will also promote Catholic spiritual formation and encourage children and families to participate fully 
in the sacramental life of the Church.

• Armed with a solid Catholic education, graduates will be able to pursue better employment and achieve 
their life goals.

Heart of Jesus School has been providing monthly food 
distributions during the pandemic.



Trapped in a Dry and Weary Land
There is no shortage of bricks in 

Jicamarca, Peru. There’s no shortage 
of dust either. This mountainous, 
desert outskirt of Lima is dominated 
by harsh images such as an 80-foot-
deep quarry dug for the raw materials 
that industries have needed to make 
bricks. Many such quarries are 
illegal and threaten the safety of 
local neighborhoods — but they 
still exist.   

Tragically, Jicamarca’s poverty is 
as deep as its quarry. Some families 
there are so poor, in fact, that they 
live in houses that look very much 
like the scarred land. Alongside 
humble brick buildings are shanties 
of wood, tin and tarp that look 
more like toolsheds than homes. 

This destitute community started 
as a squatter settlement, developed 
by families displaced by the Marxist 

revolutionary violence terrorizing the countryside. Many of these poor farmers came in search of safety and opportunity, 
but most only found slightly more bearable poverty. 

Surely, God must grieve over this poverty — and for the children born in this wasteland. 

When disasters strike Peru, they create unbearable hardships too. The COVID-19 pandemic is one such case. 
Bad storms add stresses that push families to a breaking point as well. For example, when an El Niño storm hit 
the country in 2017, many homes and bridges were washed away, cutting off communities from their sources for 
important supplies. This led to food prices skyrocketing in Jicamarca, making it even more difficult for 
struggling families to get by. The electrical grid also went down. 

Struggling from the impact of events like these — and overwhelmed by general poverty — it is understandable 
why many of Peru’s poorest families lose hope. And at times like that, it is critically important for the Church to 
reach out and address the most serious physical and spiritual needs.

One of the many areas Church leaders can improve involves education. If poor children in Jicamarca are to escape 
the cycle of poverty, they need at least a grade school education, but few get that opportunity because their families 
live in severe deprivation and often struggle just to keep malnutrition at bay. When a family must choose between 
paying for basic necessities, such as food, and saving for the cost of school registration fees, uniforms, books, supplies 
and transportation, the basic needs come first. Thus the cycle of poverty claims another generation of victims.

It’s into these circumstances Christ calls his Church to act. Jicamarca’s families need hope, and the local 
Catholic diocese is eager to work with Cross Catholic Outreach to give them that support at the Heart of 
Jesus School — but this plan cannot succeed without the compassionate intervention of friends like you.

Families in Jicamarca live in harsh, hazardous conditions.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Give Generously
By generously responding to this need, you 

will give poor children the chance to get a 
quality education at Heart of Jesus School. 
Your gift toward staff salaries will ensure that 
even the most destitute families can enroll 
their children in this Catholic school to be 
nurtured in mind, body and spirit. You can 
have a profound impact on a child’s life as you 
open the door to learning, to nutritious daily 
meals and to lovingly administered spiritual 
formation.

Give now to equip the children  
of Jicamarca with hope for a  

brighter future!
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