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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.”
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We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving 

the poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 

support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 
position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

By supporting this project, 
you will fuel the Catholic 
Church’s mission to meet 
the most urgent needs of 
the poor around the world.

Purpose
To bring lasting material 
and spiritual transformation 
to communities in crisis 
and demonstrate Christ’s 
compassion for the 
vulnerable. 

Our Partners
Cross Catholic Outreach 
partners with Catholic 
priests, sisters and lay 
missionaries who are 
devoted to serving the poor 
in their communities.

Location
Various developing 
countries worldwide. 

Highlights
• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to honoring Christ through the corporal works of mercy. We strive to 

unify the global Catholic Church, linking U.S. Catholics with Catholic ministries that are working in 
developing nations to serve those in need.

• By empowering existing ministries, we work with our donors to maximize the Church’s impact on the poor. 
Together, we can equip faithful leaders with the resources they require to accomplish their missions and 
meet the greatest needs in their communities.

• The projects we support address various sectors of need, strengthening impoverished communities with 
nutritious food, clean water and sanitation, medical care, safe housing, education, microenterprise, elderly 
care, and support for orphans and vulnerable children.

• We also fund disaster relief efforts, sharing Christ’s mercy in dioceses affected by earthquakes, hurricanes, 
volcanic eruptions and other natural emergencies. Your gift will make it possible for Cross Catholic 
Outreach to respond quickly as unexpected situations arise.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, thirsty and you gave me drink, 
a stranger and you took me in.”

MATTHEW 25:35

Some families in the Philippines are living in tumbledown huts such as the one pictured here, 
and many have lost their homes due to natural disasters. With your help, we can provide 
effective, efficient solutions to strengthen poor families around the world.
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Christ’s Call to Help Those in Need
In Matthew 25:31-40, Jesus shares one of his most profound parables — the judgment of the sheep and goats. 

In it, we discover our Lord’s expectations for his disciples. We also learn the importance of dedicating our lives to 
works of Catholic charity. 

Most amazing of all, Christ 
reveals that when we serve the poor, 
we are serving the Lord himself!

In light of this revelation, 
Catholics throughout the ages have 
committed themselves to corporal 
works of mercy and have 
developed outstanding ministries 
to serve struggling families around 
the world. Today, pursuing these 
works of mercy remains critically 
necessary as impoverished families 
in developing countries continue 
to live in dreadful, dehumanizing 
conditions.

World poverty presents us with 
an opportunity to serve Christ by...

• Feeding the hungry. More 
must be done to address 
global hunger. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) reports that 45% of deaths among children under 5 remain linked to 
undernutrition, and many of the world’s poorest families eat only one small meal per day. Without enough 
food, malnourished children suffer various health issues, such as wasting and developmental stunting.

• Giving water to the thirsty. About 785 million people worldwide lack basic drinking water, and at least 2 
billion people use contaminated water sources. Waterborne diseases, such as typhoid, cholera and bacterial 
diarrhea, cause an estimated 485,000 deaths every year (WHO).

• Sheltering the homeless. Globally, about 1.2 billion people live in extreme poverty, lacking access to basic 
necessities such as safe shelter (World Bank Group). Poor families often live in makeshift dwellings with 
leaking roofs and crumbling walls built from tarp and scraps of wood or metal. These structures are unsafe 
and insecure, leaving inhabitants exposed to rain, wind, rodents and intruders.

• Visiting the sick. WHO reports that at least half the world’s population does not have access to essential 
health services, and 1.5 million people lose their lives each year because they cannot afford basic surgeries. 
Preventable tragedies occur each day because the poor cannot afford medical care or reach distant health 
facilities.

And these are only some of issues the poor face. Around the world, orphans and vulnerable children are 
growing up without education and proper care. Men and women are unable to provide for their families because 
they cannot access income-generating opportunities. Survivors of natural disaster are struggling to recover in the 
wake of destruction. 

As one standing among the poor, Christ calls out to us. He begs for our help. Join us, take action and together 
we will serve him as we serve the poor!

Survivors of a volcanic disaster take shelter in Guatemala. In the wake of natural 
emergencies, your generosity gives us the flexibility to send food, medical supplies and 
even housing materials to help families rebuild their lives.



3

Ministry Description
Cross Catholic Outreach works to meet the most urgent needs of the poor, and we accomplish this cost-effectively 

by funding transformative development projects developed by Catholic ministries already serving in developing 
countries. This approach empowers the efforts of faithful priests, sisters and lay missionaries already working “in 
the trenches” and familiar with the specific challenges local families face. They are perfectly positioned to help 
and often have all of the structures and staff needed to begin their work. They simply need help obtaining 
additional funding and other resources in order to get more done. 

Your support fuels their efforts and ensures their success. In fact, many of the ministries these Catholic leaders 
hope to offer could never be sustained without the compassion and generosity of donors like you. Your gifts 
provide necessary resources and help cover program costs. This enables the Church to express God’s mercy to 
the poor in meaningful, tangible ways.

As you can see, donations to support Most Urgent Needs — otherwise known as our General Fund — are 
critically important to these ministries. These contributions have also helped save lives after natural disasters by 
allowing us to respond quickly and effectively, shipping urgently needed food and medical supplies. And when 
unexpected challenges (such as rising material costs or construction delays requiring special services or 
equipment) threaten a ministry’s efforts, your gifts save the day again by allowing missions to overcome funding 
gaps or unbudgeted expenses.

Featured here are just a few of the projects you can empower.

Water for Life  Kenya
Weary communities in Kenya are enduring 

strife, sickness and even death because they are 
drawing their drinking water from rivers, 
shallow wells and other contaminated water 
sources. Each day, women and children rise 
before dawn and brave many dangers to travel 
to these often-distant sources. After walking for 
miles, they wait in long lines to fill their worn, 
old jerricans with water from these polluted 
streams and ground holes.

To relieve these burdens, Good Samaritan 
Water Sanitation Services — an NGO founded by 
Father Fabian Hevi — is working to provide 
villages in the Diocese of Machakos and 
Archdiocese of Mombasa with clean water 
systems. This mission will bless the lives of 
many thousands of people, setting them free 
from painful waterborne diseases such as 
cholera and bilharzia. It will enhance food 
security by bolstering community agriculture. It 
will also give villagers more time to attend school 
and church instead of searching for water.

By giving water to the thirsty, we can 
transform entire communities!

A Maasai woman in the Archdiocese of Mombasa gathers water from a 
contaminated lake.
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ANCOP Housing Sorsogon  
The Philippines

The poor in Sorsogon City live in demoralizing 
conditions, with parents raising their children in 
one-room shacks constructed from scraps of wood, 
corrugated tin and plastic tarp. For those living in 
these unsafe and unsanitary dwellings, every storm 
threatens destruction, and families become 
vulnerable to vermin and intruders. Some of these 
families have always lived in these impoverished 
communities on the edge of the city, while others 
come here after being forced out of their homes due 
to road widening and other city projects.

Determined to restore strength and dignity to 
poor Filipino families, Cross Catholic Outreach 
partners with Answering the Cry of the Poor 
(ANCOP) — the humanitarian arm of Vatican-

recognized Couples for Christ. ANCOP empowers the poor by working alongside them to build new, storm-
resistant homes and breathe new hope into their communities.

Cross Catholic is currently working to help ANCOP build homes, as well as provide Catholic spiritual 
formation and social development programs, for 30 families.

Brothers of Good Works  
Maternal and Child Health  Ethiopia

Many expectant mothers in Ethiopia’s 
impoverished communities are simply too poor 
to afford quality medical care. Without access to 
skilled doctors and nurses, they end up giving 
birth at home under unsanitary conditions. 
According to WHO, almost 60% of women in 
Africa give birth without professional help, 
leaving them at risk of severe bleeding and 
infections..

Fortunately, the Brothers of Good Works are 
striving to provide solutions in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. At St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center, 
the brothers can offer free and low-cost services 
for the poor — a lifesaving miracle that will only 
be possible through the faithful donations of Catholics like you. This year, Cross Catholic Outreach wants to 
support the clinic’s maternal and child health care unit by helping fund:

• Prenatal care for expectant mothers.
• Professionally assisted deliveries and postnatal care.
• Neonatal care for newborns.
• Vaccinations to protect children against 10 preventable diseases.
• Fully integrated health care services for children under age 5.

ANCOP works to provide poor families with safe homes like the one 
seen here.

Brother Wossen vaccinates a child at St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center.
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Meet Urgent Needs and Restore Hope
Christ so identifies with the needy that he said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).
Right now, in developing nations all over the globe, Catholics have an opportunity to bless the Lord personally 

and directly by responding to the cries of those in need. For example, your generosity today can help bring food 
to the hungry, water to the thirsty and medical care to the sick. It can build homes, care for orphans in distress, 
and create life-changing educational and professional opportunities for the poor.

Such acts of mercy deliver spiritual healing and restore hope too. They lift up weary people and provide them 
with a much-needed reminder of God’s mercy.

Please, help today and support the many vital Catholic ministries working “in the trenches” to affirm the truth 
of the Gospel and share the love of God. Your gift will meet the most urgent needs in communities and complete 
holistic works of mercy that will bless entire families for generations to come. 

Give now and join the worldwide mission to honor and bless Christ by serving his beloved poor!

“Since we cannot see Christ, we cannot express our love to him. But we do see  
our neighbor, and we can do for him what we would do for Christ if he were visible.”

S A I N T  T E R E S A  O F  C A L C U T T A

Many children do not have access to clean water and the other necessities of life. As Catholics, we can reach out with Christ’s love and make 
a lasting impact as we work to meet needs in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and impoverished communities around the world.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

How We Serve 
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we support existing ministries and churches 
already serving the poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of helping the poor, 
empowering these ministries allows us to support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 
position of leadership in poor communities.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its 
intended project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an 
industry low. We handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to 
the same high standards by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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