
PROPOSAL

Caminando por la Paz
Meals & Educational Support for Impoverished Students

— Guatemala City, Guatemala —

Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.

Mark 9:37
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We are a
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will provide nutritious meals 
and educational support for children living 
in one of the most dangerous and 
marginalized neighborhoods of Guatemala 
City.

Purpose
To ensure that underprivileged children 
receive the nutrition, schooling and 
guidance they need to pursue a better life.

Location
Zone 18 in Guatemala City — a dangerous 
area riddled with gang activity, crime and 
drug use.

Cost
$15,840 will provide daily meals and 
professional tutors for approximately 55 
impoverished children who attend the after-
school program. 15 adults will receive daily 
meals, and it will also cover 26 scholarships for 
students who cannot afford to attend school.

Highlights
• Caminando por la Paz was founded by the 

late Maryknoll Father, Thomas Goekler. It 
is now led by Carlos Miranda, a man who 
understands the need because he grew up 
in poverty himself.

• The primary mission of this ministry is to 
help families with few resources keep their 
children in school. Without educational 
support, poor children are at risk of 
joining gangs, doing drugs and falling 
victim to violence.

• Caminando por la Paz wants to give 26 scholarships to children who are too poor to attend school. They 
also strive to provide tutoring in all primary school subjects, as well as in advanced math, science and 
computers for older children.

• Without a nutritious meal, the students are too lethargic to focus on their studies. Daily lunches, provided 
Monday through Friday, give children an added incentive to continue coming for tutoring.

• A weekly Holy Hour, held at the project home, is led by the staff. When a Priest or Sister comes to visit, they 
will often lead the Holy Hour. Participation is voluntary, but many children come to sing songs, pray and 
hear Bible stories.

Without opportunities or guidance, many poor teens become parents at an early 
age. Others become addicted to drugs, join gangs or fall victim to violence.



2

The Need

Guatemala City’s “Zone 18” is reputed to be one of the poorest and most dangerous districts in town. Infamous 
for its high crime rate, this impoverished area is riddled with gang activity, drug traffickers and hitmen, and many 
of the neighborhood’s children grow up exposed to things that no one should have to see. Far too many of them 
have lost family members to violence or experienced terrible violence themselves.

Few young people emerge unscathed after growing up in such a harsh environment, and many are inclined to 
enter the cycle of violence, either to gain a sense of belonging or for protection. That is the most heartbreaking 
aspect of this poverty. Poorly mentored youths can end up joining the same gangs that terrorized their community 
years earlier, keeping the vicious cycle turning on and on and on. Others begin using drugs in order to escape 
painful memories. These temptations may seem to offer relief from despair, but, in the end, they usually lead to 
further brokenness and disappointment. 

Even when young men and women find a way to overcome the trauma of growing up in Zone 18, they are 
often barred from pursuing better lives because their neighborhood’s well-known history of crime and violence 
taints their personal reputations. Anyone who grows up in Zone 18 is immediately viewed with suspicion and 
discriminated against when applying for jobs or higher learning opportunities.

Yes, the obstacles facing poor children in Zone 18 are formidable — but they are not too big for God and his 
people! Seeing the challenges in the neighborhood, the Church is intervening and bringing hope to those who 
need it most! Through Caminando por la Paz, you can participate too. Give hurting children the guidance they 
need to choose healthier paths and discover their identities apart from poverty!
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Ministry Description

Carlos Miranda grew up in harsh, urban poverty, but at the age of 15, his fate was forever changed. Carlos 
connected with Father Tomas Goekler — a Maryknoll priest — and doors of hope and opportunity opened to him.

By divine appointment, Fr. Tomas discovered Carlos while he was working in Honduras. He recognized the 
teen’s love for physics and invited Carlos to tutor younger children in his after-school program, Caminando por 
la Paz. In the years that followed, Fr. Tomas invested in Carlos spiritually too, honing his natural leadership skills 
and helping him attend college.

When Fr. Tomas passed away in 2010, Carlos founded a chapter of Caminando in Guatemala City’s Zone 18. 
Today, he strives to continue the priests’ work by keeping children in school and encouraging their relationship 
with Christ. It’s important this outreach continues, but that is only possible with your help. Carlos and his staff 
need financial support from generous Catholics in order to help Zone 18’s children complete their education. 

Carlos insists that by keeping boys and girls in school, he can help keep them off the streets and away from 
negative influences. Teaching professionals will be on hand to help students comprehend difficult subjects and 
pass upcoming exams. All children will receive daily meals, and those in deepest need will receive scholarships 
that cover tuition, uniforms and school supplies. With encouragement and support, children can unlock their 
full potential and consider education as an attainable alternative to life on the streets!

This isn’t to say that education alone will suffice. Carlos and the staff at Caminando por la Paz recognize only 
God can truly transform lives. For this reason, students are also led to attend the center’s weekly hour of prayer, 
worship and reflection. Through engaging object lessons and skits, a local nun will share stories from the Bible. 
In this way, children can increase their academic and spiritual knowledge simultaneously — fortifying their 
hearts and minds against the traps that seek to ensnare them.

By continuing Caminando por la Paz, Carlos hopes to multiply the investment that Father Tomas made in his life. 
With your support, he can provide a safe place for children like Anderson to eat, learn and worship.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

Matthew 19:14

Help Now!

Zone 18 is one of the darkest and most dangerous sectors of Guatemala City — but as the apostle John has 
expressed, no darkness can overcome God’s light!

Impoverished children in the neighborhood face city streets full of danger, but with your help, they need not 
be swallowed up in despair.  Through your support, they can also find an oasis of love and joy within the walls of 
Caminando por la Paz! 

Let’s work together to empower this important outreach, enabling it to remain a refuge for vulnerable children. 
Let’s work to counteract the wicked influences that keep Zone 18’s children from fulfilling their God-given destinies.

Please — donate now to provide the nutritional, educational and spiritual support that these precious boys 
and girls need. Present them with a positive alternative to destructive temptations. Together, we can lead them 
down righteous paths — away from violence and into the loving arms of Christ!


