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Salesians San Lorenzo 
Reaching Children of the Slums with 

Education and God’s Love
— San Lorenzo, Ecuador —

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

JEREMIAH 29:11



Executive Summary
Description

This project will equip 310 at-risk children to succeed 
in school by helping them develop more ambitious life 
goals and grow in faith. This educational outreach is 
being provided by Chicos de la Calle, a local ministry 
created by Salesian priests. 

Children at the San Lorenzo center will receive tutoring 
and classroom supplies with the goal of building their 
self-confidence and knowledge of the Catholic faith. 
They will also participate in spiritual formation and 
recreational activities, as well as benefit from health 
campaigns offering free vitamins and deworming drugs. 
The center in San Lorenzo (one of 15 operated by 
Ecuador Salesian Project - North Zone) is open daily, 
offering activities every two hours to groups of 20 to 25 
children and providing a nutritional supplement at the 
end of each session.

Purpose
To enable street children and children from destitute 
families to find a way out of poverty and build a 
brighter future.

Location
San Lorenzo, Ecuador.

Cost
$16,056 is needed to help cover the cost of backpacks, school supplies, hygiene products, snacks, vitamins, 
deworming medication, camps, and the soccer and marimba programs.

Highlights
NEED
• In the slums of San Lorenzo, families live without running water and adequate food.

• Instead of going to school, many children work at manual labor to help feed their families. Others resort to 
life on the streets.

• COVID-19 has further restricted families’ access to food, work and education.

IMPACT
• The Salesians incentivize children to stay in school and strive for success.

• The center’s daily activities are a healthy, safe and empowering alternative to the dangers of the streets and 
the gangs that prey on the young.

• The students are encouraged to deepen their faith as the Salesian priests bring them to the Church’s 
sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation.

In addition to education and enrichment activities, Chicos de 
la Calle also gives students access to some medical services.



Troubled Childhood
When we talk about Ecuador’s at-risk youth, we’re referring to teens like Brenda Emilse 

Segura Micolta, a young woman growing up in the most dangerous neighborhood of 
San Lorenzo. 

Brenda’s life was turned upside down when her father was arrested for illegally fishing 
in Guatemalan waters, and since his absence, her family has been plunged even deeper 
into poverty. Brenda did her part to help make ends meet by joining her mother to sell 
meals on the roadside, but this extra hardship actually jeopardized her future even more. 
She could not afford a school uniform, there was never enough to eat, and her low self-
esteem spawned toxic behaviors and aggression toward her friends.  

Situations like hers are tragically common in the slums of San Lorenzo, where families 
live in one-room shacks without safe water or bathrooms. In these poor communities, 
parents work for meager wages when they can find work at all, and gangs prey upon their 
children. Some teens are even lured into prostitution or the drug trade.

This region on the border of Colombia also faces violence and economic hardships not seen in other parts of 
Ecuador. Government and paramilitary forces have been at war for decades in Colombia, with the unrest spilling 
over the border into San Lorenzo.

For destitute families like Brenda’s, escaping poverty seems impossible — no matter how hard they try. 

Brenda’s father eventually did come home, but then the pandemic struck, making it harder than ever for him and 
other local men to find work. In the midst of such poverty, much of what he wants to offer his daughter as part of a 
normal childhood — education, faith formation, school groups and teams — are unattainable luxuries. His and 
other families need help. They need someone to take the initiative and provide San Lorenzo’s struggling children with 
safe, healthy alternatives to the negative influences of the streets.

Thankfully, Jesus hasn’t forgotten the poor in San Lorenzo and neither has the Church! There is a place 
where these children can go for support — and you can help ensure the success of those ministry programs!

A Salesian priest visits a family living in the slums of San Lorenzo.

Brenda is among the 310 
children and youth who 
depend on your support.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Save Their Future!
The future of every child matters to God… so much so 

that our Lord said in Luke 17:2, “It would be better for 
you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you 
were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of 
these little ones to stumble.” Just as Jesus valued and 
welcomed children during his earthly ministry, the 
Salesians want to welcome and bless the children of the 
slums, offering them a chance to grow strong and 
improve their opportunities in life.

Your generous gift to this Cross Catholic Outreach project 
will equip this ministry to nurture the minds and souls of 
students like Brenda, who is now working hard at her studies, 
getting nutritious meals and learning Catholic values. You 
will provide the school supplies and enrichment these 
students need to succeed.

Give God’s Children a Path to Hope and Prosperity!
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Students from the Chicos de la Calle center participate in a 
Christmas play.


