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St. Joseph Training Institute
Life-Changing Education for At-Risk Children

— Jacmel, Haiti —

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated you.”
JEREMIAH 1:5



Executive Summary

Description
This project will fund St. Joseph Training Institute, 
a Christ-centered ministry helping impoverished 
children overcome educational setbacks. Because 
their families were extremely poor, these boys and 
girls did not begin school on time and are at risk of 
falling even further behind. Without help, some 
would likely grow up illiterate and without job 
skills. Our support will enable these children to 
benefit from an accelerated primary education, 
vocational training and religious formation.

Purpose
To educate at-risk youth, inspire their dreams and 
nurture their God-given gifts so they can build a 
path out of poverty.

Location
Jacmel, on Haiti’s southern coast.

Cost
$72,000 to fund staff salaries, food costs and 
operating expenses.

Highlights
NEED
• Poverty is so widespread in Haiti that the CIA 

Factbook calculates that 39 percent of people 
there face severe food insecurity.

• With little money for basics like food and school, 
many destitute Haitians grow up uneducated. 
Only 38 percent of Haitians 15 years old and 
older can read and write.

• Without an education or job skills, many Haitian 
boys and girls will remain trapped in a cycle of 
poverty.

IMPACT
• This education ministry instructs and inspires 

115 children who have not been attending school 
and are at risk of never being educated.

• A specialized program provides accelerated education as well as vocational training and faith formation.

• Youths who complete the program earn a primary school certificate and a professional aptitude certificate, 
and most importantly, they know God has gifted them with a unique set of interests and talents!

Despite her family’s extreme poverty, Manese Augustion has been 
inspired by her teachers and is eager to continue learning if we 
come together to support her school.



The Need: Children Without Hope
Sadly, thousands of boys and 

girls in Haiti are deprived of an 
important part of childhood — 
the opportunity to attend school, 
be inspired by compassionate 
teachers and discover their God-
given gifts.

They aren’t prohibited from 
going to school because their 
families hold them back. In fact, 
just the opposite.  Haitian parents 
value education as a means of 
improving their sons’ and 
daughters’ lives — but many are 
too poor to afford even small 
charges for fees, books and 
uniforms. As a result, even boys 
and girls who are able to start 
some schooling can be forced to 
drop out because of financial 
hardships or the illness of a parent. 
Others are so poor they never start 
school at all.

In the Haitian town of Jacmel, 
this kind of extreme poverty is 
lived out each day, and local 
children are often victimized by its 
challenges. The typical family lives 
in a one-room dwelling made of 
dried mud with a roof of rusty scrap tin or palm fronds. They have no running water, no sanitation services and 
no electricity. In conditions like these, even normally preventable diseases can claim lives, and malnutrition runs 
rampant, especially among children. 

Facing daunting situations like these, it is easy to see why survival — not education — becomes a priority. 
Instead of heading to the classroom, the poorest children are more likely to join their parents in working as 
domestic help, take part in growing crops or sell items in the streets. What income they earn is usually just 
enough to survive day by day. 

Fortunately, the Church is aware of these hardships and one prayerful woman has taken a stand to improve the 
situation in her area of Haiti! For Nirva Desdunes, this pursuit of solutions began when she met a boy who had 
been traumatized by his experience in a youth prison. The compassion of Christ stirred in her heart, and she 
committed herself to ensuring that boy — and many other uneducated children — received the opportunities 
and hope they deserved as beloved children of God!

Many have already been helped by her ministry, but Nirva knows of many other young boys and girls who still 
need to be given the vital gift of a quality education. To expand the reach of the St. Joseph Training Institute, 
she is relying on the support of caring Catholics like you!

As a young girl, extreme poverty and lack 
of motivation kept Thermise from 
succeeding at other schools. Now 15, she is 
flourishing at St. Joseph Training Institute.

Kleny Pierre, 11, is quickly catching up on 
the learning he missed as a young boy. But 
his favorite day so far at St. Joseph was 
when he celebrated his First Communion!



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Make a Difference
Devenson Marseille needs your support to continue his life-transforming journey. 

After growing up too poor to attend school, Devenson began working in 
domestic service as a young boy. He had little hope of achieving anything more, 
but a family member connected him to St. Joseph Training Institute, and God 
showed him a different and more prosperous future was possible! Now 15, 
Devenson is completing his primary education and has set an exciting new goal 
for himself. Though he grew up illiterate, he now believes in his God-given 
potential and wants to become an engineer!

Nirva and the St. Joseph teachers believe he can achieve this, but they need our 
help to continue nurturing his dream as well as the dreams of over 100 other boys 
and girls. Cross Catholic Outreach can only provide the resources Nirva needs to 
pay staff and cover operating costs if American Catholics like you give from the 
heart.

Please — make a generous gift today so young boys and girls can overcome poverty  
and dare to dream of a bright tomorrow!
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Devenson Marseille.


