
PROPOSAL

El Carmelo Day Care 
and Feeding Center

— Guatemala City, Guatemala —

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.”
 PSALM 130:1

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1389



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project empowers a 
Catholic day care center’s 
staff to provide loving care to 
youngsters ages 1 to 4, giving 
impoverished parents the 
opportunity to work fulltime. 

Purpose
To express Christ’s love for 
the poor by easing the burden 
of parents who cannot afford 
child care and who struggle 
to provide regular meals.

Our Partner
Our Lady of Carmen Parish.

Location
Zone 7 in Guatemala City — 
a dangerous area riddled 
with crime, gang activity 
and drug use.

Cost
$14,400 will cover the salaries of the day care center staff, utilities, cleaning supplies and building repairs.

Highlights
• Desperately poor families in Guatemala City have limited child care options, forcing many parents to leave 

young children home alone and at risk of injury and exploitation.

• The El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center addresses this need by providing a nurturing space for 28 
children ages 18 months to 4 years.

• Families pay a small token fee for day care services and are required to help deep clean the nursery on a 
rotating basis.

• In addition to the day care, the center provides nutritious meals to children and teens. The center continued 
this vital service during the COVID-19 pandemic by delivering food parcels to families in need.

• Other services offered include a medical clinic, dental clinic, psychological care, hearing checks, legal 
support, at-risk youth activities, and self-improvement classes for mothers and teens.

You can help children and parents who dream of a future outside of the slums of Zone 7.

Your support will help the staff at El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center  
shine the light of Christ into the dark streets of Zone 7!
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The Need
Adela Mazate dreams of escaping poverty, 

not for her own sake, but to open doors 
of opportunity for her four young children. 
She has lived in the same run-down shack 
her entire life. She was born there, as was 
her mother before her. Adela wants to earn 
a better living so she can give her children 
the future they deserve — the same 
aspirations any mother would have.

Unfortunately, in Zone 7 of Guatemala 
City, such dreams often wither and die 
before they can bear fruit. There, some 
90,000 destitute men, women and children 
are crammed into squalid slums, and 
thousands more live on the periphery, 
effectively “out of sight, out of mind.” 
These “invisible poor” face an even more 
desperate situation, huddled for shelter 
in lean-tos or in alleyway shacks with no 
electricity or running water.

Adela and her four children are among 
these “invisible poor.” In a good week, 
Adela earns just $39 washing and ironing 
clothes, and that’s not nearly enough to 
properly feed her children, much less pay 
for child care. She wants to work longer 
hours, but she simply can’t manage that 
without support. Her only option? Pulling 
her 9-year-old daughter out of school to 
watch the younger siblings — hardly a 
safe choice, and one she does everything 

she can to avoid since it would destroy her daughter’s chance to pursue a better future.

As Catholics, we know no one is invisible to our loving God, and that includes the poor children and families 
of Zone 7. We also know “the Lord takes pleasure … in those who hope in his steadfast love” (Psalm 147:11), even 
in the darkest slums of Guatemala City. 

To bless the struggling families living in Zone 7 materially and spiritually, Cross Catholic Outreach is partnering 
with a strong Catholic mission in the area, and we are asking you to join us. Please stand with us and serve as 
God’s instruments of relief and restoration. The El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center is perfectly poised to 
aid working parents in the slums, and with your help, they can implement their plans to rescue children from a 
life of despair and violence and share the blessed hope of Jesus!

“To change the world, we must be good to those who cannot repay us.”

P O P E  F R A N C I S
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Ministry Description
For working parents struggling to escape poverty, the El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center is an answer to 

prayer. The Our Lady of Carmen Parish established the center as the focal point of its holistic ministry to uplift 
struggling families through education, nutrition and spiritual support. With proper funding, the parish believes 
this program can create lasting change in the surrounding community — and provide working parents with a 
path to achieve greater self-sufficiency.

One of our primary goals is to help 
the parish fund the day care and support 
28 little boys and girls ages 18 months 
through 4 years whom the program 
will serve. Although they are facing 
some restircitons now due to COVID, 
once they are allowed to open for in 
person care, this will help provide 
nutritious meals and fund stimulating 
activities to develop the cognitive and 
motor skills of the children. Your gift 
will play an important role in making 
this financial support possible.

The center’s director, Marga Tamayac, 
has told us the day care will be especially 
critical for parents who lost their jobs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and are struggling to earn a living. Given these circumstances, she would like to 
waive day care fees for families who cannot afford it, while also ensuring staff members continue to receive their salaries. 
As a show of support, parents would be required to assist with deep cleaning the nursery on scheduled days.

The El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center addresses important needs in the community, and with your 
help, it can achieve ambitious goals. It can serve as a safe space to develop young minds and spirits, promote 
positive behavior, and encourage character development. The center can also help struggling parents get back on 
their feet and back to work so they can have the dignity of providing for their children. 

Please help us bless these young children. Give generously so this Christ-centered program can provide the 
social and spiritual foundation these boys and girls need to prepare them for a brighter future. Their potential in 
life and place in God’s kingdom can only be fully realized with your support!

“Moved by our faith, we strive to focus on the 
dignity of life. All of the training and attention that 

is given to mothers, fathers and guardians is 
aimed at the promotion of life in all biological and 

spiritual orders.” 

M A R G A  T A M A Y A C ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  E L  C A R M E L O  
D A Y  C A R E  A N D  F E E D I N G  C E N T E R



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    Blog.CrossCatholic.org
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May God Bless You!
You have a special opportunity to transform 28 young lives. It begins by accepting this opportunity to join 

Cross Catholic Outreach in empowering the good works of El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center. By covering 
staff salaries for a year, we can make a lasting impact for Adela’s children and many others who pray for an escape 
from poverty. 

In his Letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul reminds us, “We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). We believe God has called the staff 
of El Carmelo Day Care and Feeding Center to serve the poor — and he has placed compassion in your heart to 
help them succeed in that noble mission. 

Please join us today to show Christ’s love to these courageous children and families who are following a virtuous 
path in a community polluted with drugs, crime and violence. Your gift will nourish these youngsters’ minds, 
bodies and souls, equipping them to one day build a better tomorrow for Zone 7.

May God bless you for your compassion and generosity!

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor 
have come up as a memorial offering before God.” 

ACTS 10:4 (NIV)

With your help, Adela Mazate’s children, Elias and Isaias, can have a safe place to stay while she works.


