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How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.

1 JOHN 3:17-18



Executive Summary

Description
The St. Joseph Training Institute is an accelerated program that grants ambitious but impoverished youth  
an opportunity to complete the necessary educational requirements needed to be successful and escape a life 
of poverty.

Purpose
To reintegrate 150 young people 
back into society with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for 
economic stability.

Location
Jacmel, Haiti  

Cost
$72,000

Highlights
NEED
• Poor young people in Haiti 

are unable to afford traditional 
educational opportunities. As 
a result, they struggle to rise 
above their current economic 
status. 

• Without the assurance provided 
by basic economic stability, 
poor young people become hopeless and engage in dangerous or degrading activities. They can easily be 
recruited by armed gangs or fall into delinquency.

IMPACT
• Scholarships can provide struggling young people with a way out of poverty, but programs like those offered 

by the St. Joseph Training Institute need our help to fund those opportunities. The goal of this appeal is to 
provide scholarships to 150 students, maintain and equip staff members, purchase necessary learning 
material, and provide two hot meals a day for their deprived students. 

• St. Joseph does more than teach young people professional skills and provide basic knowledge. Its staff also 
guides students on a path of righteousness through daily prayer and yearly retreats. 

• Many who have attended the St. Joseph education program have gone on to lead prosperous lives, and the 
benefits of this educational opportunity have also blessed their siblings and parents. 

Join the mission to free Haiti’s youth from the grips of poverty!



Liberate Children from Poverty
While volunteering at Port-au-Prince juvenile detention center, Nirva Desundes met a 12-year-old boy who 

was incarcerated for accidentally killing someone. The poverty he grew up in had drawn him into delinquency, 
as it has for many other impoverished youths, and Nirva was heartbroken to see him suffering under that burden 
at such a young age.

Many of Haiti’s poorest children were at risk of taking that same dangerous path in life, she realized, and she 
understood why. Most had grown up in households plagued by hunger and want, and few could afford school 
uniforms and supplies, so they had little hope of improving their lives through an education. Their parents were 
often hardworking people, but their incomes were meager, so they were forced to prioritize food and other basic 
necessities over the education of their children. Focusing on survival took precedence over long-term goals that 
might help them to eventually escape poverty. 

After her experience with the boy in the prison, Nirva felt God drawing her into a new vocation. She would 
help Haiti’s poorest children escape this life of desperation and achieve their full potential! 

“I was making good money,” she said. “I had planned to eventually marry and have kids. But when I met that 
kid at the detention center, I realized I had been given a mission.” 

Inspired and directed by God, Nirva established the St. Joseph Bethsaide Training Institute, an educational 
program with an accelerated curriculum that would allow children to finish primary school faster, giving them 
the opportunity to catch up with their peers. This outreach not only educates the youth, but also provides them 
with a safe environment and the fellowship of a nurturing Catholic community.

With your help, St. Joseph’s Training Institute can continue to help ambitious but impoverished young people 
escape the throws of poverty and reach their full potential. Your gift will have an important spiritual impact too, 
enriching the lives of these young people with the faithful teachings of the Church. Your support will also help 
Nirva feed the students at the Institute who often show up for class with an empty stomach and go home to a 
meager meal at night. 

Through your generosity, you can be a part of this important mission of mercy today! 



2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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Become Part of the Mission!
Nirva needs your support to empower 

children with a quality Catholic education and 
spiritual guidance. With your help, St. Joseph’s 
Training Center can bless 150 impoverished 
children with the knowledge and professional 
skills they need to break free from the throws of 
poverty and become faithful stewards of God’s 
Kingdom. To accomplish this mission, Nirva 
will need resources to pay staff salaries, provide 
hot meals for her impoverished students, and 
purchase the supplies and other educational 
materials these children need. That’s why your 
contribution is critical. It supports Nirva in her 
God-given mission and opens doors of 
opportunity for the children she serves. 

Nirva didn’t just say she wanted to serve the poor in Haiti, she did it. As Christians, we are all called to serve 
the poor in both word and deed, so please give generously to support Nirva’s ministry of mercy today!
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