
Father Glenn Meaux’s Missionary Outreach to Haiti
In a region of great need, the Kobonal Haiti Mission shines as a beacon of hope. For 30 years, its founder, Father Glenn Meaux, has 

worked tirelessly in this remote farming community to care for the poor. In Haiti, nearly three in five people live below the poverty line. 

Kobonal was once called “the darkest corner of the Diocese of Hinche.” Many families lived in flimsy shacks and drank contaminated water 
gathered from nearby streams. Lacking electricity, clean water, sanitary latrines, and decent educational or professional opportunities, 
they felt hopeless. When Fr. Meaux and his missionary team arrived in Kobonal in 1989, he was heartbroken 
by the poverty he witnessed. In the years that followed, he established a Catholic community to address 
the local poverty — and his mission has since become a source of hope in the diocese. Kobonal 
Haiti Mission also addresses the spiritual needs of the community through integral human 
development, which empowers the people to be self-sustaining. Fr. Meaux has helped build a 
strong Catholic community of faith where there was once superstition and voodooism.

Since 2004, Cross Catholic Outreach has supported the Kobonal Haiti Mission. Over 
the years, this partnership has helped hundreds of families by building safe and resilient 
homes, providing clean water and sanitary latrines, offering agricultural assistance to make 
the families’ sources of income more sustainable for the future, and ensuring educational 
opportunities and spiritual formation. 

Kobonal Haiti Mission was also the first recipient of the Box of Joy program. The Box of Joy 
program blesses children with gift boxes, which are collected in the U.S. during Advent and 
the Christmas season. These boxes bring joy into the lives of the children who oftentimes have 
little to celebrate. 

Fr. Meaux expressed his commitment in this way: “Once I was exposed to the poverty and 
saw the children in the streets, I fell in love with the country. I fell in love with the poor.”

Cross Catholic Outreach continues its strong commitment to the Kobonal Haiti Mission 
and believes this partnership is a source of the Lord’s mercy and compassion in the lives of the 
poorest of the poor.
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Idaho Parish Is a Model for Catholic Evangelization
Holy Apostles Catholic Church in Meridian, Idaho, is the type 

of parish most pastors dream of shepherding. Nestled deep in 
the heart of Idaho, where the vast majority of the population is 
Mormon, Holy Apostles, with 3,000 families, stands as a beacon 
of Pope Francis’ call for the new evangelization in the Church.

Led by its pastor, Father Len MacMillan, the parish averages 
100 people per year in its RCIA program. Additionally, its 
religious education program complements its grade school, St. 
Ignatius, which was built three years ago. St. Ignatius has 400 
students and has had a waitlist since its opening. The school 
participates in Cross Catholic’s Box of Joy program, which brings 
Christ’s love and joy during the Christmas season.

The parish also has partnered with Cross Catholic by hosting 
an Outreach Priest each Lenten season for the past 13 years. 
Parishioners translate the sacrifice and almsgiving of Lent into a 
practical expression of mercy, compassion and love as they respond 
each year with immense generosity to Cross Catholic projects.

Besides its commitment to the good works that Cross Catholic 
promotes, the parish also sponsors a mission trip with a group 
of parishioners each year to visit Cross Catholic missions in 
Belize. This experience gives the parish a hands-on opportunity 
to not only see the good works of mercy that Cross Catholic 
engages in, but also take part in the projects. The groups then 
bring that witness back to the parish and share how the poorest 

of the poor have impacted their own faith.

Fr. Len has not only visited the missions in Belize himself, but 
he also served as an Outreach Priest with Cross Catholic before 
becoming the pastor of Holy Apostles. He was so impressed 
by the good work of Cross Catholic that he wanted to share 
its mission with his parish. Holy Apostles is truly committed 
to helping the poorest in the world through its ongoing 
commitment to the work of Cross Catholic Outreach.

Fr. Len said, “My parishioners have grown in their faith 
through this relationship with Cross Catholic, and this 
partnership has helped them look beyond the parish boundaries 
to see the work of the global Catholic Church as it ministers to 
all the faithful — especially those most in need. Our relationship 
with Cross Catholic has been a blessing for the parish.”

Holy Apostles continues to grow and be blessed through 
its commitment to the social teachings of the Church. Its 
parishioners continually reach out with selfless works of mercy 
through their own food pantry, their work with the Knights of 
Columbus and St. Vincent de Paul Society, and the countless acts 
of kindness they engage in every day. 

This improbable location for such witness serves as a challenge 
to all parishes here in the United States. It offers an important 
reminder that, through faith and good works, the mission of mercy 
and love brought to fulfillment in Jesus Christ is achievable. 

Photo taken in Belize. Included among those pictured are our parishioners Mary J. Pannell, Michael A. Weires, Bridgett Muratore, James Shirey, 
Robert Pauuell, Carla Verastewi and Alfredo Cruzat.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila 
Joins Cross Catholic Outreach Board

Cross Catholic Outreach was honored to welcome Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila to our board 
of directors earlier this year. His relationship with Cross Catholic Outreach dates back to 
2008, when he endorsed our ministry during his time as the Bishop of Fargo, saying, “The 
service that Cross provides to the poor and needy throughout third-world countries is a 
great witness to Jesus Christ.” After he became the Archbishop of Denver, he again supported 
our mission, writing, “Your partnering and collaboration with many different organizations 
in many countries, from parishes and religious orders to the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, is 
an authentic and inspiring display of the unity of the Catholic Church and the real solidarity 
among her children.” 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome Archbishop Aquila as he joins his brother bishops 
in providing oversight and guidance to our ministry.

Archbishop  
Thomas J. Rodi  

Retires as Chairman of  
Cross Catholic Outreach

For nearly a decade, 
Cross Catholic Outreach 
has been blessed with the 
leadership of Archbishop 
Thomas J. Rodi of the 
Archdiocese of Mobile. 
Joining our board in 2010, 
he assumed the role of 
chairman the following 
year and, since then, has 
led our Board of Catholic 
Bishops in overseeing the 

missionary outreach of Cross Catholic, as well as our 
achievement in obtaining official Vatican recognition. 
As he steps down from our board, we remain forever 
grateful for his love and support throughout the years.

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila, Archbishop 
of Denver

About Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
Archbishop Aquila was born on September 24, 1950, in Burbank, California. He was ordained to the priesthood in Denver on 

June 5, 1976, and served the Archdiocese of Denver for 25 years before being appointed Coadjutor Bishop of Fargo, N.D., on June 
12, 2001. On March 18, 2002, he became Bishop of Fargo upon the retirement of Bishop James Sullivan. On May 29, 2012, Pope 
Benedict XVI appointed him to be Archbishop of Denver, and he was installed as the eighth Archbishop of Denver on July 18, 2012.

Cross Catholic Outreach
offers powerful opportunities for Catholics to  
immerse themselves in the Church’s mission  
to serve the poor and vulnerable worldwide.

We provide all the resources your parish or school needs to 
participate in powerful works of mercy, such as:
• Hosting Food Packing Events that provide lifesaving meals 

for the hungry.
• Engaging in fun, meaningful Lent and Advent Outreaches 

that honor Christ’s mercy by blessing those in need.
• Going on unforgettable Mission Trips (when travel 

resumes) to serve firsthand with the priests, sisters and lay 
missionaries working among the poor overseas.

For more information about service opportunities, please visit 
us online or call our offices today.

CrossCatholic.org/parishandschool
800-914-2420 ext. 158

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
http://CrossCatholic.org/parishandschool 
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Cross Catholic Provides COVID-19 Relief to US Dioceses

Cross Catholic Deploys Assistance to 
the Archdiocese of Miami

Cross Catholic Outreach and Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Miami worked closely together during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We made our warehouse available 
to Catholic Charities for the storage of nearly $2 million in 
food from the statewide emergency operations center.

Our close collaboration with Catholic Charities in Miami 
began in 2019, when we assisted with the distribution of 
hurricane-relief supplies for the Bahamas in the wake of 
Hurricane Dorian. 

Our donations of baby food and baby items to Catholic 
Charities have also been distributed throughout Broward, 
Miami-Dade and Monroe counties, and we continue to serve 
the community through our friends at Catholic Charities.

Cross Catholic Mobilizes Aid to the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in the 
wake of news that Archbishop Gregory Aymond of the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans contracted COVID-19, 
Cross Catholic Outreach extended a helping hand to the 
Archdiocese, providing 17 pallets of hygiene packs to 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 
Through these efforts, we have worked to assist the poor in 
staying safe during the pandemic. We also partnered with 
the Knights of Columbus Louisiana State Council, which 
financed the shipment of 151,152 baby meals to support 
families in the New Orleans area.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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US Catholic Bishops Continue to Endorse Cross Catholic
Since our founding almost two decades ago, nearly 150 Catholic Bishops in the United States have written letters of endorsement 

for our mission to serve the poorest of the poor, and five more have recently joined their brother bishops to encourage us in our 
continuing mission.

The newly installed Archbishop of 
Philadelphia, Most Rev. Nelson J. Pérez, 
wrote, “I am very aware of the impact and 
blessings of missionary activity in the lives 
of the poorest of the poor in our Church, 
and the solidarity with the poor that comes 
to a diocese that participates in the essential 
missionary nature of the Church.”

Bishop Lawrence T. Persico of the Diocese 
of Erie became the latest Pennsylvania bishop 
to write a letter of encouragement to us. He 
wrote, “By providing the Corporal Works 
of Mercy in the form of feeding families, 
educating children, building homes for the 
homeless and helping the poorest of the poor 
in efforts to support themselves through 
microenterprise projects, you are heeding 
the call of our Holy Father Pope Francis to 
remember the poor.”

“What encourages me about your 
ministry is that you are focused on spiritual 
development as well as providing material help 
by working with Catholic missionaries and 
their local bishops in the developing world to 
provide integral human development,” wrote 
Bishop Mark E. Brennan of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston in his letter.

In a letter written on Ash Wednesday of 
this year, Bishop Stephen J. Berg D.D. of 
the Diocese of Pueblo wrote that our work 
in “providing the Corporal Works of Mercy 
in more than two dozen countries in the 
developing world is a witness to our Lord’s call 
to serve the poor. I’m pleased to endorse Cross 
Catholic Outreach and its mission to help 
those suffering the bondage of poverty attain 
the basic necessities of life.”

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus of 
Worcester endorsed us, saying, “You are 
providing the necessities needed by our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, who, through 
no fault of their own, have been born into 
circumstances that include suffering the 
bondage of poverty... May Pope Francis 
continue to inspire you and Catholics 
everywhere to continue to show love and 
mercy and a helping hand to people who 
suffer.”

Most Rev. Nelson J. Pérez Bishop Mark E. Brennan

Bishop Lawrence T. Persico Bishop Stephen J. Berg D.D.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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Bishop Carl Kemme Reflects on Catholic Social Teaching
Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme, Bishop of Wichita, is one of the eight Catholic 

Bishops who sit on our board of directors. With the upcoming World Day for the 
Poor, Bishop Kemme reflected on the work of Cross Catholic Outreach and our 
model of providing aid through the concept of integral human development.

Q Bishop Kemme, thanks for taking time to speak with us. As a member of our 
board of directors, you’re very familiar with our model of helping the poor by 
working through Catholic missionaries around the world. The vision statement 
for the Diocese of Wichita talks about “missionary disciples.” As a member of 
our board, how do you view your role in bringing that mission to fulfillment?

A Three years ago, we developed a pastoral plan in the Diocese of Wichita as 
a response to Pope Francis’ encyclical Evangelii Gaudium, so we wanted our 
pastoral plan to reflect that in a very powerful way in this local church, and 
we landed on the phrase “fully alive as missionary disciples.”  That sense of 
being fully alive is very appealing and engaging. I believe that Pope Francis 
has highlighted “missionary quality,” a sense of discipleship... that a disciple 
is one whom is outward looking. I was really honored to be asked to serve on 
the board of Cross Catholic... I feel strongly that the Church has to go outside. 
You know parishes that only serve themselves... will die on the vine. It’s really 
when we are outward looking and focused on others that we are fully alive. 
Just like the apostles at Pentecost — they burst out of that upper room fully 
alive with the Holy Spirit, and they went. They took the Lord’s Great Commission to go make disciples of all nations, and I think 
Cross Catholic Outreach is doing that in a very unique and powerful way, and I’m delighted to play a small part in that.

Q Several years ago, Pope Francis instituted the annual World Day for the Poor. This year the theme is “Stretch forth your hand to the 
poor,” which comes from the Book of Sirach. Can you talk about the duty we all have to extend a helping hand to the poor?

A I’ve always thought Pope Francis is a master at giving these very visual images to relate to, and this sense of stretching forth one’s 
hand is obviously an imitation of Jesus… We see Jesus always stretching forth his hand in the Gospel to the sick, to the poor, to the 
hungry. The only hands Jesus has today are ours, and we must be instruments of his grace.

Q Pope Francis has written beautifully about the poor over the years and speaks of them often. In one of his encyclicals (Evangelii 
Gaudium), he wrote, “Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of God for the liberation and 
promotion of the poor.” How do you see the work of Cross Catholic Outreach in carrying out that call?

A It is very evident to me when you think of the many countries where Cross Catholic is present and doing great work. This ministry 
in the Church is really making a difference. It’s not just a humanitarian thing; it’s a real grace to liberate the poor, to serve them as 
Christ did, to lift them from poverty and hopelessness... I think Pope Francis has challenged the Church — sometimes in not so 
comfortable ways — that we owe this to our brothers and sisters who are poor. The whole sense of liberation of the poor is critical 
and is a bedrock of Pope Francis’ pastoral ministry.

Q Pope Paul VI also wrote much about providing help to the developing world, using the phrase “integral human development,” 
and he said, “Development must be well rounded; it must foster the development of each person and of the whole person.” How 
do you understand the work of Cross Catholic Outreach as being a model of charity based upon the concept of integral human 
development?

A The part I like most about that quote are the words “the whole person.” I think that is oftentimes missing in many charitable 
ministries. We may feed the hungry and clothe the naked, but Jesus ministered to the whole person — mind, body, heart and soul. 
And the Church has been entrusted with that same mission. So the thing I admire about Cross Catholic Outreach is that it’s a 
combination of the material assistance and spiritual assistance. That’s what makes the work of Cross Catholic Outreach life-changing.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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Q Cross Catholic Outreach is approaching a very special anniversary — five years ago, we 
were granted the status as an Official International Catholic Charity when Cor Unum 
granted us canonical status. Can you reflect on the importance of this designation?

A I think anytime the universal Church recognizes a ministry and an outreach because 
it’s international... it really elevates them. When Cross Catholic Outreach received this 
designation, it really elevated its profile... not that it’s the best or there aren’t others. But 
to receive that kind of universal recognition I think was a great gift to Cross Catholic. It 
helps us to promote our mission in a way the whole church recognizes our outreach that 
truly makes a difference.

Q The saints serve as a role model for our lives, especially those who reminded us that it is 
our Christian duty to help the poor. Is there one Catholic saint who stands out in your 
mind or from whom you draw inspiration?

A We have some missionaries from India here in the Diocese of Wichita, and about 18 
months ago, at their invitation, I journeyed with them to India and one of the highlights 
of that trip was visiting the tomb of St. Theresa of Calcutta and praying there. I visited 
a number of her great ministries there around Calcutta, a place where there is intense 
poverty. Her sisters are still carrying out her charism of serving the poor. She stands 
out as one of the best examples of service to the poor, and I think we will be reflecting 
on her extraordinary life for generations, and I think we should pray that her great 
missionary love for the poor would capture our hearts.

Q Finally, Bishop, can you give a word of encouragement to the donors of Cross Catholic 
Outreach who are transforming the lives of the poor for the glory of God?

A In the church, we survive because of the goodness of people. I know these are hard 
times in terms of charitable giving, but giving to the poor is an opportunity to practice 
our faith and trust that God will not be outdone in generosity.  I have been blessed to 
visit Haiti, Guatemala and India and to see firsthand the work of the Church that is 
transforming lives... My thanks to all the donors of Cross Catholic Outreach who give  
so generously and help our mission to serve the poor materially and spiritually.  

To read the complete interview with Bishop Carl A. Kemme, visit the CrossRoads website 
at CrossCatholic.org/crossroads. 

Host a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest 
Increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the globe 
and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to your parish, 
and no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests are exceptional 
orators in the English language, and many are fluent in other languages. All are 
Roman Catholic priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/Child Protection-certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please contact Cross 
Catholic Outreach at priests@crosscatholic.org or call 800-914-2420, ext. 220.

CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
http://CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest


CrossRoads is published by Cross Catholic Outreach. No portion of its content may be reproduced without the expressed consent of Cross Catholic Outreach.
President: James Cavnar  •  Editor: Msgr. Ted Bertagni  •  Patron: His Eminence Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908
Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 

800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org/crossroads

[sb2008][Ugb2008] P5821

Cross Catholic Recognized at Vatican Press Conference
Pope Francis established a commission with the theme 

“Preparing the future through the local Churches during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.” At a recent Vatican press conference 
updating the media on the COVID-19 crisis, Cardinal Peter Turkson 
recognized Cross Catholic Outreach. There, he identified us as one 
of the organizations answering the Holy Father’s call to remember 
the poor in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic through our 
support of the Populorum Progressio Foundation. We have a number 
of important grants that are helping the affected countries, especially 

in Latin America. While the need in the U.S. is great, the situation 
in developing countries is even more desperate. In Guatemala, for 
example, thousands of families are seeking food and assistance by 
fashioning white flags out of torn fabric and sticks and flying them 
outside their homes or waving them in the streets as a symbol of 
emergency. To meet their needs, Cross Catholic has provided food 
relief. Our in-country ministry partners wrote, “We are so blessed to 
have Cross Catholic Outreach’s support in providing food so that we 
can give desperate families something to eat.”

Cardinal Peter Turkson Writes 
to Thank Cross Catholic Outreach

Earlier this year, His Eminence Cardinal Peter Turkson expressed thanks for our continued work to bring the Corporal Works of Mercy 
to the poorest of the poor. He wrote:

Thank you for Cross Catholic Outreach's continued work of charity and assistance to those in need. The endorsement letters 
from the U.S. Catholic Bishops that accompanied your email are a testimony to the commitment of Cross Catholic 

Outreach to answer our Lord’s call in the Gospel of St. Matthew to care for “the least 
of these” (Mt. 25:40), those who Christ identifies with His very self.

As our Holy Father Pope Francis has untiringly emphasized, “The principle of the 
common good immediately becomes, logically and inevitably, a summons to solidarity 
and a preferential option for the poorest of our brothers and sisters” (Laudato Si, # 158). 
May the work of Cross Catholic Outreach continue to bear fruit in this essential service 
and charitable witness in the coming days.

With gratitude for your valuable communication and collaboration, I take this 
opportunity to renew my assurance and deepest respect.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Card. Peter K. A. Turkson
Prefect

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads

