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Namaacha Children’s Center
Feeding Orphaned and Vulnerable Children

— Namaacha, Mozambique —

For I was hungry and you gave me food.
MATTHEW 25:35



Executive Summary
Description

This project will provide nutritious monthly food 
staples for 57 orphaned or at-risk children and 
their families.

Purpose
To express Christ’s love for the oppressed and the 
orphaned by supporting children who have been 
made vulnerable by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic strife.

Location
The town of Namaacha, located in the southern 
tip of Mozambique along the border of Eswatini 
(formerly known as Swaziland). 

Cost
$31,920 will equip the Namaacha Children’s 
Center (an outreach operated by the Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary) to purchase local food at a 
discounted cost and prepare monthly hampers for 
vulnerable children. These funds will also help 
cover the center’s operational expenses, ensuring 
that the ministry can provide vital support for 
families in need.

Highlights
NEED SOURCES: CIA WORLD FACTBOOK, WORLD BANK

• Mozambique has the second-highest number of people living with HIV/AIDS. The disease kills about 
51,000 Mozambicans each year and has orphaned well over 1 million children.

• Recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has left many families out of work and unable to access necessary 
resources, including food. Many households are more vulnerable than ever, and nearly half the population 
lives in poverty.

• With a life expectancy of only 56 years, Mozambique’s population is disproportionately young, and more 
than 46% of its people are under age 14. By caring for Mozambique’s children, we can strengthen the 
nation’s next generation and improve the outlook for their future.

IMPACT
• Your support will empower the Namaacha Children’s Center to distribute monthly food hampers for 57 

vulnerable children and their families.

• Each hamper will include a generous supply of maize, beans, flour, oil and sugar, as well as soap and other 
hygiene items.

• Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to strengthening Namaacha’s orphans and vulnerable children — but 
we need your help to deliver the nutrition they need!

Children need proper nutrition in order to grow, learn and achieve 
their very best in life.



The Need: Nutrition for Children in Crisis
Since gaining its independence from Portugal in 1975, Mozambique has persevered through a series of 

crushing hardships. Prolonged civil war, famine and the social consequences of the HIV/AIDS pandemic have 
taken a devastating toll — resulting in a tragic increase of orphans and street children.

Traditionally, orphans are taken in by neighbors or extended family members — typically grandmothers or 
aunts. However, disease and war have stretched those caregivers to the limit, claiming so many lives and placing 
an unbearable economic burden on poor households throughout the country.

Add to these challenges the COVID-19 pandemic, which has claimed even more lives and left many people out 
of work. Ongoing shutdowns and restrictions have made it increasingly difficult for poor families to access the 
resources they need, and many parents and guardians are struggling harder than ever just to feed the children in 
their care.

This situation is especially grave in rural communities like Namaacha. Situated near the boundary of 
Mozambique and Eswatini, Namaacha is a tough border town on the main truck route between the two 
countries, and its children are at particular risk. Youngsters and teens often wander the streets, begging for their 
next meal. In this terrible situation they can easily fall victim to drug dealers and human traffickers, who abuse 
and exploit them.

Fortunately, the Namaacha Children’s Center stands ready as a beacon of hope and service — and you and you 
can take part in its outreach.can take part in its outreach.

Operated by the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, the center normally provides day care and after-school 
support (including daily meals) for Namaacha’s at-risk children. As COVID-19 infections continue to spike in 
Mozambique, the center has had to pause many of its regular activities. Still, the sisters are intent on providing 
the critical food support that vulnerable boys and girls have come to rely on.

Join us to nourish Namaacha’s hungry children and provide monthly food supplies for families in 
desperate need.

There are too many orphans and too few caregivers to address Mozambique’s needs. Families 
and Catholic ministries require support in order to provide for these precious children.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Give Generously
When the COVID-19 pandemic first began, several frightened families in 

Namaacha approached the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary with a daunting 
question: How would they feed their children during the crisis?

These families have since suffered setback after setback, and many of them 
are raising orphaned relatives in addition to their own sons and daughters. 
Without nutritional support, their little ones are at risk of going hungry and 
searching for food on the streets.

For this reason, we must intervene!

Your generosity will empower the Namaacha Children’s Center to purchase 
food from local stores at a discounted price, providing 57 children and their 
families with essential monthly supplies. This provision of maize, flour, beans 
and other necessities will prevent childhood malnutrition, helping children to 
grow healthy and strong throughout this difficult season.

The first Corporal Work of Mercy is to feed the hungry, as though we were feeding Christ himself. Please join 
us to extend this compassion to precious boys and girls in dire need of nutrition.

Nourish hungry children in Namaacha.
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Namaacha’s children and youth are in 
need of food and the nourishing love of 
the Church. You can help!


