
PROPOSAL

Maternal and Child 
Health Care at St. Gabriel 

Catholic Health Center
— Addis Ababa, Ethiopia —

“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

LUKE 14: 13-14 

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1429



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project will enable a 
Catholic ministry to 
provide medical care to 
destitute, pregnant 
women and their young 
children. 

Purpose
To reduce the high rate of 
maternal and infant 
deaths, using education, 
emergency services and 
preventive care.

Our Partners
St. Gabriel Catholic 
Health Center, founded by 
the Brothers of Good 
Works.

Location
Akaki Kality — a poor, 
industrial area on the 
edge of Addis Ababa, the 
capital city of Ethiopia.

Cost
$70,319 to provide St. 
Gabriel with both medical 
professionals and treatments 
that are desperately needed 
by impoverished women and children.

Highlights
• Troubled by alarmingly high death rates among the destitute poor in Ethiopia, the Brothers of Good Works 

stepped out in faith to open St. Gabriel in 2011.

• The health center now operates under the umbrella of the Ethiopian Catholic Church and relies on Catholic 
supporters like you to continue its ministry among the destitute.

• God shows his mercy and love through the compassionate St. Gabriel team members, who offer healing, 
education and hope for impoverished families with nowhere else to turn.

• Your generous gift will ensure that no pregnant woman or sick child will be turned away because they are 
poor; preventive care is available to all.

New mothers and newborns need our help.
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The Need
The joyous event of a baby’s birth can quickly become a 

sickening tragedy for poor parents living in the slums of 
Ethiopia. Without access to proper health care, a tragic 
number of impoverished women will die in childbirth, 
breaking the hearts of entire families. 

Certainly, our loving God grieves over this kind of loss 
too. It isn’t that the wisdom and resources needed don’t exist 
to protect these lives. The problem is that impoverished 
families lack access to that care and those services. To see 
the tragedy of this, you need look no further than the 
statistics comparing developed and undeveloped countries. 
The United States has a rate of 19 maternal deaths for 
every 100,000 live births. In Ethiopia, 401 mothers will die 
under those same circumstances.

Most women in Ethiopia’s rural or impoverished communities 
are simply too poor to seek preventive medical help until 
complications arise. When problems do occur, the women 
rarely can get quality medical care. Once again, medical 
statistics back this up and indicate that four out of 10 women 
in Sub-Saharan Africa are giving birth without professional 
help, leaving them at risk of severe bleeding or infections —
and even greater problems when serious complications 
develop.

This grim situation can be even worse in destitute 
neighborhoods like Akaki Kality, a slum-ridden area on the 
edge of Addis Ababa. Unemployment is high there with 

some living in the streets and others — low-paid, unskilled workers — sheltering in humble shacks. These families 
can’t afford obstetric care in a private clinic and they don’t have a doctor or midwife to help them through childbirth. 
Overall, care-seeking behavior is low, with people waiting too long to seek care, which complicates medical problems. In 
addition, women also prefer to deliver at home due to traditional customs.

Fortunately, the Brothers of Good Works and other Catholic ministries are trying to provide solutions With 
our help, much can be done to alleviate the suffering. Your support of the St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center is a 
case in point. By contributing generously to its mission, you can empower its Spirit-filled staff to bring healing 
and hope to new mothers and their babies!

 

Babies in Danger
Even babies born healthy are at a greater risk for dying due to the extreme poverty in Ethiopia. Sadly, 

most of these deaths can easily be prevented, but destitute families lack the resources to provide the 
proper nutrition and health care that children need to grow healthily and be protected from disease. 

Out of every 1,000 children born in Ethiopia, 28 die as newborns and 49 die before age 5. But there is 
hope through St. Gabriel! In addition to assisting pregnant women, this outreach provides medical care 
and immunizations for children and health education for parents. No child should die because a family 
cannot afford medical attention! 
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Ministry Description
Brother Wossen is confident the team at St. Gabriel has divine support as it works at improving the lives of 

destitute women and children. “We work in the Spirit,” he explained.

The Holy Spirit certainly has guided this compassionate ministry from the start. Seeing the tragedy of women 
dying in childbirth and babies dying from disease and malnutrition, the Brothers of Good Works partnered with 
the Ethiopian Catholic Church and founded St. Gabriel in 2011 as part of their commitment to serve the poor in 
Addis Ababa. 

Today, the center has a maternal and child health department, an outpatient department, 24-hour emergency 
care, an HIV and tuberculosis clinic, and provides such services as ophthalmology, pharmacy and laboratory.

Br. Wossen, a health officer at St. Gabriel, is one of three brothers living and working at the center as part of 
their calling from the Lord. “I want to show others the love of God by living the Gospel with my life,” he said.

That commitment to extending the love of God to others is shared by everyone at the ministry. Services are 
provided free of charge to the indigent and at low rates to others, and yet the quality of care has been recognized 
as among the best in the country.

How can they provide quality 
health care with little or no 
reimbursement? Again, Br. Wossen 
credits the Holy Spirit. The grace 
of the Spirit inspires the medical 
and administrative staff and 
calls forth generous donors to 
support their compassionate 
work. Cross Catholic Outreach 
is among those moved by the 
Spirit to support Br. Wossen and 
the dozens of others who are the 
hands and feet of Jesus serving 
the poor. But we can achieve our 
commitment only with your 
help! Surely, the Holy Spirit is 
calling you to reach out to 
impoverished women and babies 
today!  Br. Wossen immunizes a baby. 

Our support of the maternal and child health department will enable St. Gabriel to reach an incredible 
number of impoverished women and children in the coming year!

• 1,027 mothers will receive a professionally assisted delivery and postnatal care.

• 1,027 newborns will receive neonatal care immediately after delivery.

• 2,054 pregnant mothers will have access to prenatal care, including treatments to prevent HIV 
transmission to their babies.

• 10,000 children under 5 will receive fully integrated health care services to better ensure their overall 
health.

• 1,345 children will receive vaccinations against 10 preventable diseases. 



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2021,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
The Catholic Church has always embraced the mission of caring for the poor, and for many Catholics, this 

calling was best described this way by St. Teresa of Avila —

“Christ has no body on earth now but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours.”

The Brothers of Good Works truly are the hands and feet of Jesus in Ethiopia, and by supporting their critical 
mission, you can play that important role too. The mission has turned to us for help with one of its most important 
outreaches — creating safe and sanitary conditions for the birth of a new life and protection for infants and 
young children, but we can respond only with your help. It is your gift that will empower the mission to walk 
with and heal the destitute for the glory of God. 

Embrace the mission of caring for the poor by enabling its compassionate health care team to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus and return the joy of childbirth to mothers who might otherwise view that blessed day with fear. 
Together, we can be the body of Christ for the destitute women about to give birth and to little children who 
look to us for safety and hope.

“Yours are the eyes through which he looks with compassion on the world; yours are the feet with 
which he walks to do good; yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.”

S T.  T E R E S A  O F  A V I L A


