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Special Thank You!



For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

JEREMIAH 29:11
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In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

ACTS 20:35

You Welcomed the Poor Home for Christmas! 
This Advent season, you changed the lives of Haiti’s poor families by welcoming them home for Christmas. 

What a fantastic way to celebrate the birth of our Savior!  

As you know, poor families in Haiti often live in primitive shacks with leaky roofs, dirt floors, and no indoor 
plumbing or electricity. In these conditions, families end up living in survival mode, and their children are often 
sick — making it hard to get ahead in life.

When you welcomed families home for Christmas, you played a crucial role in changing lives and relieving 
suffering! A new house provides renewed dignity, security and increased optimism. Parents sleep in peace 
knowing their children are safe from the outside world. In a year of pandemic, when having a safe shelter has 
been essential to staying healthy, you shared a priceless gift with those in need.

Because of your commitment to providing safe shelter in the name of Christ, families have experienced God’s 
grace in a tangible way that they will never forget. We pray you enjoy reading about the impact of your generosity!

Odimene Laurent, a Kobonal home recipient, looks through the window of her new house.
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Before: Phanel’s Need
Phanel Cherizard was born into poverty in Haiti, so his parents didn’t have the funds to help him finish his 

high school education. He dropped out of ninth grade to move to the Dominican Republic to find work. After 
working for five years, he returned to Haiti to start a family. 

At first, he and his wife, Guerda, had no house, so the couple lived with Phanel’s parents. Eventually, he bought 
a small piece of land with the money he’d saved during his time in the Dominican Republic. There, Phanel was 
able to build a small house. He also developed a little bakery business to support his growing family.

The house was small and basic. The walls were made of mud and sticks, and the roof of flimsy metal sheets. 
When it rained, as it often does in Haiti’s tropical climate, water would leak through the mud walls, 
compromising the house’s structure and flooding the family’s home and their few possessions. 

As Phanel and his wife had children, the two-room house seemed to become smaller and smaller. Living in 
these uncomfortable circumstances and constantly soaked from the rain leaking in through the primitive roof, 
the couple’s children became sick, suffering from frequent coughs and fevers. 

Phanel and Guerda are Catholic, so they relied on their faith to get them through — attending Mass regularly at 
Kobonal Haiti Mission. They didn’t complain about their housing situation; they accepted it as a part of their life. 

Little did they know that the Lord saw their need and was working on their behalf — through your generosity!

Before: Phanel, his wife, Guerda, and his five young children suffered in a small shack.
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After: The Cherizards feel like they’re living in a dream in their new house!

After: A New House and New Hope
Thanks to your parish’s generous contribution to Cross Catholic Outreach’s “Homes for Christmas” Advent 

ministry, Phanel and his wife received a brand-new house! 

The house is spacious compared to their previous cramped space, with four rooms — enough for Phanel and 
Guerda to have their own room! The new house is constructed from sturdy concrete blocks and has a solid metal roof. 

Phanel and his family are delighted to live in this beautiful house. They need not fear whether it will rain or 
worry that their walls could collapse at any time. What a tremendous blessing! 

The Mission also serves Phanel’s family through a variety of other ministries. His children, Faylove and 
Bergenaline, are students at Kobonal School. The Mission has provided them with books, notebooks, pens, 
pencils, backpacks and uniforms. They also receive a warm meal each day — a blessing for the entire family.

“The Mission school is a great school we never find in Haiti,” Phanel said. “The children receive a good 
education, and they always have good teachers to teach them.”

 The family also has access to clean water through a Kobonal well; and Phanel was awarded a microloan to 
grow his bakery a few years ago. He’s been able to buy and sell goats at a profit, further increasing his income 
and ability to support his family. 

Phanel and his family thank God for the Mission and kindhearted supporters like you who empower its 
transforming work. 

“Thanks to all those who work for the realization of this project, especially for our friends in the United States, 
Father Glenn Meaux, the donors from Cross Catholic Outreach, and the Mission staff who always help us as a 
good shepherd guides his flock,” said Phanel. 

Phanel is praying for God’s protection over the Mission so that the good work may continue! Thank you for 
welcoming Phanel and his family home for Christmas! 
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Meeting Needs in the 
Diocese of Hinche

Fr. Glenn Meaux and his team at 
Kobonal Haiti Mission are committed to 
integral human development, the meeting 
material and spiritual needs in the Diocese 
of Hinche. Your support to build safe 
houses was the start of a transformation 
process that will strengthen families for 
generations to come! 

Clean Water The Mission builds clean 
water wells throughout the Diocese of Hinche.

Catholic Education The Mission runs Kobonal School for 
children in kindergarten through sixth grade and provides 
secondary and postsecondary school scholarships.

Catholic Spiritual Formation 
Spiritual growth and prayer are at the center 

of the Mission’s work. On an average Sunday, 
600 parishioners flock to the Kobonal Haiti 

Mission to celebrate Mass. The new outdoor 
chapel, pictured in the photo, was built with 

the compassionate support of Cross Catholic 
Outreach’s generous donors.

Survival Feeding The Mission provides monthly food rations 
for families with the most urgent need.
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Thank You for Sharing the Joy of Advent!
The night Jesus was born, the angels declared to the shepherds the greatest news in history, “Do not be afraid; 

for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

Thank you for celebrating the birth of Christ by sharing the joy our Lord brought into the world! Your support 
changed lives and brought dignity to families living in impoverished conditions that most of us can’t even begin 
to imagine.

Because you were obedient to his call to care for the poorest of the poor, people who were once living in 
desperate circumstances are now praising the Lord. These families now have safe and reliable housing — a 
blessing that has improved their health, quality of life, and prospects for the future.

Thank you for being God’s instrument of grace to the poor in Haiti. Through the gift of safe shelter, you gave 
families in Haiti firm foundations to build better lives. May God bless you for your compassionate heart!

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.

ISAIAH 9:2

God Bless You!
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Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

How We Serve 
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we support existing ministries and churches 
already serving the poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of helping the poor, 
empowering these ministries allows us to support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 
position of leadership in poor communities.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its 
intended project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an 
industry low. We handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to 
the same high standards by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These 
detailed accountability measures have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

CrossCatholic.org/advent
 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic

 /Company/CrossCatholicOutreach    Blog.CrossCatholic.org

http://CrossCatholic.org
http://www.facebook.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.twitter.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.instagram.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.youtube.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.linkedin.com/company/CrossCatholicOutreach
http://Blog.CrossCatholic.org

