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Provide Safe Shelter 
for Poor Families

— Worldwide —

In developing countries around the world, poor families live in conditions most Americans can’t begin to 
imagine. Their homes are little more than mud-and-stick huts or thatched-roof shacks made from scraps found 
at the garbage dump. Their communities are unsafe and unsanitary. 

These poor families are vulnerable to inclement weather, illness and intruders, and they often live in a constant 
state of anxiety. Basic home amenities such as electricity and indoor plumbing are rare, making even their basic 
daily tasks a challenge. 

For families living in this abject poverty, any hope of repairing or upgrading their living conditions seems an 
impossible dream because changing their circumstances is simply something they could never afford.

But you can change their future and restore their hope! 

Join Cross Catholic Outreach as we continue our ambitious campaign to build and repair homes worldwide. 
Last year, you helped us build 235 new houses for families in need — and this year we have the opportunity to 
change more lives. Your support will bless poor families for generations to come!



Highlighted Partner: ANCOP — The Philippines

• Answering the Cry of the Poor (ANCOP) is the humanitarian arm of Couples for Christ (CFC). This 
Vatican-recognized lay organization is devoted to “bringing Christ’s transforming love to the poor.”

• ANCOP replaces dilapidated shanties with rows of safe, concrete houses. These improved neighborhoods 
not only increase residents’ stability and peace of mind, but also instill a renewed sense of motivation and 
self-worth within their hearts.

• Beneficiaries contribute by investing time and unskilled labor throughout the construction process. 
They also participate in a 12-week Christian Life Program to strengthen their faith and establish a 
community built on Catholic values.

Emman Prays for a Safe Place to Call Home
Emman Arimado works long days to provide for his wife and sons, but his income as a day laborer in the 

Philippines is not high enough to improve his family’s living conditions. 

“I really strive to ensure we have food and other basic needs, but having a sturdier house is something we can 
only dream of,” he said.

The family lived in treacherous conditions, and his wife and baby were always sick. 

“Our house was made of bamboo and native material, and during rainy days rainwater seeps in,” Emman said. 
“We had to evacuate our house and seek shelter and protection in community centers or in the houses of my 
relatives in times of storms and typhoons. But we have no recourse but to stay in our house despite the many 
discomforts.”

But there is a solution. Compassionate Catholics like you can put an end to impoverished living conditions like 
these. In the Philippines, Cross Catholic Outreach partners with Answering the Cry of the Poor (ANCOP) to 
change the lives of families like Emman’s, and by supporting their mission you can extend the impact of their 
work to bless even more lives. Help this incredible Catholic group transform entire communities with safe concrete 
homes and bring spiritual transformation to individual hearts through the process.

Your generosity will empower ANCOP and other Cross Catholic Outreach ministry partners worldwide 
to build safe homes that will provide stability and hope to the poor!

In the Philippines, poor families often live in small shanties that 
provide little protection. 

Your support will help ANCOP transform entire neighborhoods to 
rows of safe concrete houses.



Build a Home and Change the World!
Imagine living in a home that’s 

literally crumbling around you. 
Think of putting your children to 
sleep knowing you are providing 
them with little protection from the 
outside world. Faced with conditions 
like these, families end up living in 
survival mode, and their children are 
often sick — making it almost 
impossible for them to get ahead 
in life.

The new homes you help provide 
will restore their dignity, ensure their 
security and increase their optimism 
about the future. Parents will sleep 
in peace, knowing their children are 
safe from vermin, illnesses and other 
threats. Your generous gift to Cross 
Catholic Outreach will supply the 
priceless gift of safe shelter to poor 
families in developing countries, 
providing parents like Emman with 
an answer to prayer. 

Welcoming Poor Families Home Around the World  
With your help, Cross Catholic Outreach supports safe housing initiatives around the world. Here are 

some examples of what your gift will accomplish:

• New home construction in Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Mozambique, Nicaragua, and the 
Philippines.

• Home repairs in Belize, Ethiopia, Grenada and Haiti.

• A safe haven for women and children fleeing domestic abuse in Guatemala.

• A young women’s dormitory for poor college students in Guyana.

• Clean-air kitchens for families suffering from smoke inhalation in Nicaragua.

Your support will help Haitian families living in dilapidated shacks like these. 

Scan the code and join Cross 
Catholic Outreach to provide 
safe shelter worldwide.

Build a home and change the 
world — one family at a time!
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

How We Serve 
Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we support existing ministries and churches 
already serving the poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of helping the poor, 
empowering these ministries allows us to support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 
position of leadership in poor communities.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its 
intended project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an 
industry low. We handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to 
the same high standards by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These 
detailed accountability measures have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

CrossCatholic.org/safe-shelter
 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic

 /Company/CrossCatholicOutreach    Blog.CrossCatholic.org
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