
PROPOSAL

Marie Louise Bayle Center
Education, Nutrition and Medical Care 

for the Desperately Poor
— Ouanaminthe, Haiti —

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;  
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs”

MARK 10:14 

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1096



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project feeds undernourished children, educates young minds, 
promotes maternal and infant health, and encourages a greater faith in 
Christ.

Purpose
To support Catholic sisters who give hope to a destitute community by 
ensuring vulnerable children start their lives healthy, well-fed and 
inspired to learn. 

Our Partner
Apostolic Sisters of Mary Immaculate.

Location
Ouanaminthe, Haiti, is the desperately poor border town of the Dominican Republic. 

Cost
$66,000 accomplishes a great deal in Haiti — allowing the sisters to hire teachers, nurses and cooks; provide 
medical outreach; and feed hungry children.

Highlights
• Support from Cross Catholic Outreach enables the dedicated sisters to provide a comprehensive ministry, 

offering a school, meals to students and a wellness center. 

• The school focuses on disadvantaged children who have started primary school late, have had disruptive 
breaks in their education or have struggled with learning disabilities.

• The wellness center provides childrearing classes, maternity classes for pregnant women and breastfeeding 
classes for new mothers.

• The compassionate sisters have been called by the Lord to extend his love to the destitute families, but they 
cannot continue without our help!

Children in Ouanaminthe being raised in extreme poverty.

Your support of the Marie 
Louise Bayle Center will provide 
a lasting legacy for:

• 75 children (0-6 mos.)
• 75 children (6 mos.- 3 yrs.)
• 310 children (3 yrs.-16 yrs.)
• 250 caregivers
• 75 lactating women
• 75 pregnant women
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The Need
The poverty in Ouanaminthe is heartbreaking. This town, on the border of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 

attracts large numbers of destitute people from the nearby rural regions, people who are looking for a way to 
survive.

In Ouanaminthe, jobs are scarce for uneducated and unskilled people, so many families live on earnings of less 
than $2 a day. To survive under these conditions, entire families must often beg on the streets, and most live in 
crowded, ramshackle dwellings along dirt streets - without adequate sanitation. 

Babies and young children who are still developing are impacted the most by this extreme poverty. Hundreds 
live with daily hunger and are at risk of falling prey to malnutrition, a condition that can have terrible, long-term 
mental and physical effects. Undernourished, most are also more susceptible to diseases. The area is rife with 
diarrhea, and cases of typhoid fever and other illnesses can be devastating, not only because living conditions are 
so bad but also because most families lack even basic training in hygiene and disease prevention.

To make matters worse, a lack of educational opportunities leads many to fear for their futures. Children often 
do not go to school because they had fallen behind while living in rural regions. Others often skip school to work 
alongside their families so they can have enough to eat. 

Despite all of the problems in Ouanaminthe, the Apostolic Sisters of Mary Immaculate chose to come to this 
community. Why? Because they believe they have been called by Our Lord to give hope to his people.

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”

JEREMIAH 29:11

The children of Ouanaminthe need our help to break a cycle of poverty.
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Ministry Description
The compassionate sisters of the Marie Louise Bayle Center need our help! Their ministry can continue to 

serve this impoverished region only with the support of fellow Catholics. They rely on others who share their 
belief that Jesus wants his faithful followers to care for the poor.

With your gift, you can stand with the sisters’ dedicated team of teachers, nurses and cooks and extend Christ’s 
mercy by providing:

Education and Nutritious Meals 
The school focuses on disadvantaged children who have started primary school late, have had disruptive 
breaks in their education or have struggled with learning disabilities. Nutritious daily meals, featuring Vitafood 
— a vitamin-enriched rice and soy product — are free of charge to all students. The meals prevent 
malnutrition and help the boys and girls stay focused on their studies.

Medical Outreach
The wellness center provides breastfeeding classes for mothers, maternity classes for pregnant women and 
childrearing classes for caregivers. The center also follows children under age 3 to ensure their good health. 

Spiritual Nourishment
The sisters provide engaging classes that nourish the faith of students, encouraging them to love God and one 
another. The entire community joins together for joyful liturgical celebrations of feast days.

If they can afford it, families pay small amounts for the schooling and medical outreach, but it is not enough. 
This vital ministry can continue blessing and transforming lives only with your support!

One With the People
Following the example of 

Jesus, the Apostolic Sisters of 
Mary Immaculate often can be 
found out among the people 
they serve. Faces brighten as 
children run to greet the sisters 
when they walk the dirt streets 
of the slums. The sisters and 
nurses from the center are 
always filled with joy as they 
make home visits to families 
and stop to greet others on the 
streets, inviting them to wellness 
classes and liturgical celebrations.

The joy the sisters share truly 
is contagious. Their ministry is patterned after the founder of their order, Sister Mary Louise Bayle, who 
found joy in serving, not in being served. She inspired generations to come, by joyfully serving the poor 
in the slums of France in World War I. 



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Help Now!
God clearly is at work in Ouanaminthe, Haiti, and he is using the ministry of the Marie Louise Bayle Center as 

his instruments of mercy and love. With your support, they can continue to help restore malnourished toddlers 
to health, inspire impoverished children through educational programs and give entire families new hope for a 
brighter future.

While hundreds of lives have already been blessed by this incredible mission, many children, mothers and 
caregivers still desperately need their programs and help. The poverty in this region of Haiti is pervasive, and it 
will take a strong ministry presence in the area to provide families with the tools and resources they need to 
break the cycle of poverty that has trapped them for generations. 

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to continuing the ministry of the Apostolic Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
so they can reach hundreds more impoverished families. Please — give generously today. Your gift will nourish 
weak bodies, educate young minds, encourage mothers and inspire entire families to find hope in the Lord!

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me;  
and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

MARK 9:37


