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Rural Women’s Farming 
Creating Hope Through Home Agriculture 

— Maïssade, Haiti —

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.

1 JOHN 3:17-18



Executive Summary
Description

While most in Maïssade are desperately poor, the 
most severe hardships are experienced by women 
and children. This program teaches these women 
how to improve their lives by producing revenue-
generating crops at their homes using sustainable 
methods. Improved home gardening practices are 
lifetransforming because they allow struggling 
families to raise vegetables all year, improve children’s 
health and provide income from the sale of crops. 
Your generous gift to support this empowering outreach 
will do more than feed families for a time. It can help 
them break free of the cycle of poverty, raise their income 
levels and enable their children to attend school.  

Purpose
To stop malnutrition, provide poor families with a 
much-needed income source and strengthen a 
Catholic faith community.

Location
Maïssade, Haiti 

Cost
$48,000 to pay for training, follow-up support, and 
distribution of necessary tools, seeds and starter 
plants for 12 months. An animal husbandry outreach will also be supported.

Highlights
NEED
• Funding is needed to continue to support and increase the productive capacity of 215 women through 

training and support with either agricultural or livestock assets. This financial support will also allow 20 
new women to join the agriculture program and 10 other women to participate in the animal husbandry 
program.

• The project will allow lay leaders to become agricultural agents, teaching the women and assisting them 
throughout the year.  

• Women will learn to grow tomatoes, peppers, onions, garlic, okra, amaranth, peppers, carrots, beets, cabbages, 
leeks, etc. in their backyard garden. This increases their access to a diversified and rich diet, which will improve 
the overall health of their children, who often suffer from disease and malnutrition. 

• These cash crops will help diversify income, improve food security, and pay for essential services like health care 
and children’s education.

IMPACT
• A detailed four-step program will be implemented. First, participants will secure a 20-by-10-meter area for 

their gardens. Second, farming tools, seeds and compost will be provided. Third, the families will be trained 
to plant and tend crops in a process that also educates them about proper nutrition. Finally, follow-up 
training will be conducted to teach participants to take products to market.  

• For the first time, this program will add animal husbandry for 10 families to its outreach, hoping to further 
benefit participants and their communities.



The Need: Hope for New Generations 
     Home gardens may start small, 

but if care is taken to nurture them, 
they can yield an abundance of 
benefits. That’s because a successful 
home farm delivers much more than 
tomatoes, peppers, onions, garlic 
and okra. It serves as a catalyst for 
change, lifting struggling women out 
of poverty, restoring their dignity 
and providing for their families.

“This program gives hope,” 
explained Touissant Carold, the 
37-year-old lay leader of St. Andre 
Chapel, a key supervisor for the 
outreach.

Hope is certainly needed in this 
rural community. Securing enough 
food for meals is a daily worry here, 
and because there is only one small 
medical clinic serving the entire 
region, typhoid fever also looms as 
a constant threat. The weather has 

produced many challenges, too, with alternating droughts and floods making family farming all but impossible 
until now. 

In what must seem like an answer to prayer, the Bureau de Nutrition et Développement has stepped forward 
with a plan to help. It has trained Touissant and a fellow church leader to assist struggling families by creating 
small-scale home gardens using sustainable growing techniques. Touissant currently has 215 women enrolled in 
the program and has selected 20 additional women who are eager to take part in the program. All are without 
advanced education and are too poor to invest in establishing productive gardens, so the help you provide will be 
essential to their participation and success by funding the training and supplies they will need. The $48,000 
being requested by the program’s organizers will be used for their training, follow-up support and start-up 
supplies — tools, seeds and starter plants for 12 months.

  Because each participant has children at risk of malnutrition, this opportunity represents a significant blessing 
to them, a way to address both their immediate needs and help set a course for a better future.

“This program will help our children, allow us to have money in our pockets and help us pay for school,” one 
thankful mother said.

Please — join us in implementing God’s loving plan to rescue these impoverished families from a life of hunger 
and hopelessness. Together, we can give them the tools necessary to secure a better future!

Always Thankful to God
The St. Andre community is materially poor, but it is rich in faith. Each Sunday, the participants in the home 

garden program will meet to pray and share experiences. They will also be expected to keep each other accountable 
— both in proper growing techniques and in living their Catholic faith. Most will come from the St. Andre parish, 
but several others will also be selected based on their family poverty level. Establishing the program at the chapel 
will keep the focus of this outreach program on God’s mercy!



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2022,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Help Now! 
By acting now, you can show a suffering Catholic community you 

care about their life struggles and believe in their dream of having enough 
food to care for their children properly.  This is a gift that will bless 
them now and help them build a better future in the years to come.

Touissant Carold, the church lay leader supervising this outreach, 
has poured his heart and soul into making this program a reality, but 
he needs your help to fund its operation. With that support, he is 
confident lives will be forever transformed.

“There is a need to create change,” he said. “We see the need to 
expand this program to the entire community so that more people 
can gain access to the knowledge and tools.”

As you would imagine, it was tough for Touissant to select the 215 families to be admitted into the program. 
The needs in Haiti are significant, and many desperately poor women applied, all of them needing a reliable food 
supply. As we work to fund this current project, our prayers go out to those still waiting for that help. Please show 
Touissant you support his efforts and share his concern for all who suffer by giving generously to fund his 
current outreach to 215 families. Your compassion and support are critical, and the benefits your gift will produce will 
be profound!
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