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Provide Clean Water
for Families in Need

— Worldwide —

In the communities surrounding Kobonal, Haiti, many impoverished families fight a daily battle just to 
quench their thirst. Their communities don’t have safe water sources, so women and children must often trek 
to contaminated streams or rely on murky, bacteria-infested water from shallow hand-dug wells.

Your generosity can end their suffering. Help us equip these communities with properly constructed 
wells and water systems. 

Together we can end their painful battle with waterborne diseases 
and bless these precious families with cups overflowing with safe, clean water!



Fighting for Water Around the World
Around the world, hundreds of millions of people suffer because they lack access to safe, clean water. In these 

communities, families have no choice but to wake up in survival mode each morning. Their first priority is to find 
anything to quench their thirst — even murky water contaminated with waste, parasites and bacteria. Collecting 
water is a challenging chore that often takes hours to complete and puts families’ health and safety at risk.

In addition to thirst, the hardships these families must face without clean water include:

WATERBORNE DISEASES. The water sources families rely on are often polluted with bacteria, insect larvae, 
chemical runoff, animal droppings and even human waste. Gastrointestinal illnesses such as bacterial and 
protozoal diarrhea, typhoid fever and cholera become a painful fixture in their communities. Due in large 
part to rampant waterborne diseases, diarrhea is the second-leading cause of death among children under 
the age of 5 (World Health Organization).

ASSAULT AND INJURY. In many countries, women and children are traditionally responsible for collecting 
enough water to meet their household needs. They leave their homes while it is still dark in order to reach 
faraway rivers, trickling streams or shallow wells. This journey can be treacherous because assault and wild 
animal attacks are risks in many communities.

LOSS OF TIME AND OPPORTUNITY. Water collection often consumes the entire morning, as many families 
must walk to distant sources and spend hours waiting in line before they can fill their buckets. This chore 
leaves little time for school, work, spiritual formation and other critical activities that could help families 
break free from the cycle of poverty.

Cross Catholic Outreach has been working to address these heartbreaking challenges and provide sustainable 
solutions to the water crisis afflicting many developing nations. Thanks to donors like you, we were able to 
complete 37 community water systems and 315 household water systems in the past year, blessing 63,438 
people with clean water.

Still, communities around the world remain in desperate need of safe water, as well as modern bathrooms and 
latrines to protect their water supplies from contamination. This year, with your support, we hope to raise an 
estimated $3.6 million to help provide lifesaving water systems and proper sanitation in 10 countries.
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1 in 3 people
do not have safe drinking water.

579 million

785 million

people rely on 
either unprotected 
wells or untreated 
surface water.

people cannot access safe 
water in 30 minutes or less.

3 billion
people cannot
wash their 
hands at 
home.

Of those people...

Also... Improved water, sanitation 
and hygiene could eliminate

at least 9%
of the global disease burden.

More than
half the world
does not have safe sanitation services.



H I G H L I G H T E D  PA R T N E R

Kobonal Haiti Mission
In Haiti, one quarter of the entire population (and almost half of the rural population) lives without access to 

improved water sources (CIA World Factbook). That means nearly 3 million people — one in every four Haitians 
— are struggling to find enough safe water to meet their daily needs. 

For more than three decades, Father Glenn Meaux and his Kobonal Haiti Mission have worked to relieve the 
burden on suffering families in Haiti’s Diocese of Hinche, and since 2003, Cross Catholic Outreach has partnered 
with the Mission to empower communities through the provision of clean water and other integral support 
programs. Fr. Meaux and his team have worked faithfully — but over the past year, political unrest and the 
coronavirus pandemic have made it challenging for them to obtain the resources they need. That’s why we are 
more committed than ever to standing with the Kobonal Haiti Mission and providing essential support for 
the families it serves.

Bless Lives Like Rosemène’s
For most of us in the United States, getting 

a drink of water takes 10 seconds or less. For 
women like Rosemène Alcide, though, it is a 
task that has often demanded two hours or 
more.

Rosemène lives in the village of Morik, 
Haiti, with her six children. To quench her 
family’s thirst each morning, she would 
journey to a distant spring nearly one hour 
away. If she left the house too late, the spring 
would be crowded with other families, and 
Rosemène would wait at length to take her 
turn collecting water — adding more time to 
an already exhausting and frustrating process.

Additional complications arose during dry 
season, when the spring would often dry up 
entirely. In those months, Rosemène and her 
children would make a strenuous climb to a 
higher elevation and visit another spring even 
farther away.

 “We went through a lot of misery,” 
Rosemène confessed.

With help from compassionate Catholics 
like you, we were able to help the Kobonal 
Haiti Mission provide Rosemène and her 
neighbors with a deep, clean well — but 
many nearby communities remain in 
desperate need. 

Rosemène spent more than two hours a day collecting water from an 
untreated spring.

Please give to provide safe water and sanitation for communities in Kobonal 
and around the world.



Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    Blog.CrossCatholic.org

Copyright Cross Catholic Outreach. Cost-effectively written, designed and printed in-house. [gf2104]

Please Give Generously
In Matthew 25, Jesus says, “I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink.” Then, he commends those who see and relieve 
this hardship among the poor by adding, “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.”

Our Lord experienced thirst during his time on earth, so he 
understood the essential nature of water. In the passage in Matthew, 
he highlights water as one of the precious gifts we can give to bless 
the needy, and he explains how that act of mercy touches his heart.

Today, you have an opportunity to quench the thirst of Christ by 
providing clean, safe water for those in desperate need. Your gift will 
install reliable water systems and repair broken wells, while also 
providing latrines and modern bathrooms for communities without 

safe sanitation. These efforts will have a profound and transformative impact on families, safeguarding their 
health, restoring lost time and reviving their hope. Please join us in this important mission of mercy!

Donate now to help transform thousands of lives with clean water and sanitation.

Before receiving a well, Rosemène’s daughter would 
make the long trek to collect water too. Globally, 
many children still miss school to look for water.
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Scan to learn more or donate online.  


