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For two decades, Cross Catholic Outreach has been fighting global poverty through integral human development, an approach that 
addresses both material and spiritual needs. This strategy has been incredibly successful and has helped Catholic missions worldwide 
transform lives, families and communities.  

One of the countries benefiting from this approach is Guatemala, where one in four people earns less than $3.20 per day and nearly 
60% of families have fallen below the country’s poverty line. In the Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima, for example, even the homes children 
grow up in perpetuate poverty, because the living conditions are unsafe, unsanitary and rob families of hope. Visit the area and you will 
find entire communities of broken-down dwellings cobbled together with sticks, scrap metal and bits of plastic. Virtually all of these 
houses have leaky roofs, and when it rains, beds are soaked and the floors turn to mud.

Facing these challenges, poor families can feel like they are in a struggle for survival. 

Thankfully, Fr. Raúl is on a mission to transform lives and shepherd their souls to heaven. His life-changing Caritas Santa Rosa 
ministry works tirelessly to bless children and families with physical and spiritual sustenance, delivering Christ’s mercy and love to the 
most impoverished corners of the diocese. Through his ministry’s partnership with Cross Catholic Outreach, Fr. Raúl has already made 
a profound impact, but he knows there is much more to do to lift up the poor. Commenting on how the Lord is moving U.S. Catholics 
to transform lives in Guatemala, Fr. Raúl said, “For me, faith and hope represent believing in something much more beautiful — in a 
God who will never abandon us, a God who is always by our side and who changes our hearts.”

This Advent season, Cross Catholic Outreach is partnering with U.S. parishes to sponsor the construction of 107 homes  the 
Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima. Learn more about this mission at CrossCatholic.org/Advent.

Cross Catholic Outreach to Build 
107 Homes in Guatemala

Father Raúl Monterroso leads a family in prayer outside their new home in Guatemala’s Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima.

http://CrossCatholic.org/Advent.


“With great admiration, 
I offer congratulations to 
Cross Catholic Outreach on 
the 20th anniversary of its 
founding. The good work 
that you do throughout 
the world for the poorest 
of the poor is making a 
tremendous impact.”

“The challenge of raising 
awareness of the suffering 
in various parts of the 
world has been met by your 
wonderful Outreach Priests, 
whose love for the poor has 
inspired so many Catholics 
over the past two decades.”

“For two decades, Cross 
Catholic Outreach has 
helped share the needs of 
the poor with the worldwide 
Catholic community. Deep 
and sincere thanks to those 
priests, men and women 
religious, and dedicated 
lay staff who have not only 
raised awareness but also 
financial support, resulting  
in feeding programs, 
clean water projects, 
Microenterprise initiatives, 
medical services and, of 
course, Catholic spiritual 
development.”

“Inspired by the examples 
of [Saints] John Paul II 
and Teresa of Calcutta, 
Cross Catholic [Outreach] 
has been a powerful 
contemporary witness to the 
Church’s charitable mission. 
May the Lord continue 
to bless Cross Catholic 
Outreach throughout this 
milestone 20th anniversary 
year so that you may continue 
blessing the poor and 
promoting their cause.”

“You make evident the 
living Gospel message in 
concrete ways in the food, 
clothing, medical care, 
education and economic 
opportunities you make 
available to those in need.”

“I pray that, as Cross 
Catholic [Outreach] enters 
its third decade of ministry, 
the Lord continues to bless 
you as you bring hope and 
the love of Christ to our 
brothers and sisters bound 
by the bondage of poverty.”

Bishops Praise Cross Catholic Outreach on 20th Anniversary

Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Archdiocese of Washington
Cross Catholic Outreach Patron

Archbishop Gregory Aymond, Archdiocese of New Orleans
Cross Catholic Outreach Board Member

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
Archdiocese of New York

Bishop Gerald Barbarito,  
Diocese of Palm Beach

Archbishop Samuel Aquila, Archdiocese of Denver
Cross Catholic Outreach Board Member

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, Archdiocese of San Francisco
Cross Catholic Outreach Board Member



“Today, Pope Francis 
continues to remind 
us to be concerned not 
just with charity but 
with embracing the 
poor and accompanying 
them on their journey. 
I am grateful that Cross 
Catholic Outreach 
concretely models that for 
me and so many others.”

“The way in which Cross 
Catholic Outreach helps 
the poor of the world 
bears strong witness to 
our Catholic faith. Your 
model of working through 
bishops, priests, religious 
and lay faithful in the 
developing world, using 
the model of integral 
human development, has 
provided material poverty 
relief, as well as self-help 
and spiritual enrichment 
programs to tens of 
thousands of people.”

“I commend each person at 
Cross Catholic [Outreach], 
who, in their various roles 
of supporting the ministry, 
are contributing to uplifting 
their brothers and sisters 
who live without access to 
the basic necessities of life.”

“Organized in 2001 to carry 
out the charitable mission 
of the Catholic Church by 
manifesting the love of God 
to the poor, Cross Catholic 
[Outreach] continues 
to fulfill that mission by 
providing food, medicines, 
clothing, housing, education 
and spiritual development 
opportunities to the poorest 
of the poor.”

“As Christians, the Gospel 
commands us to love our 
neighbor, and Scripture 
teaches us that the poor 
have a special place in the 
heart of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. By inspiring the 
Catholic faithful over 
the past two decades to 
support the poorest of 
the poor, Cross Catholic 
Outreach has been true to 
its founding vision.”

“The Archdiocese of 
Mombasa is pleased 
to congratulate Cross 
Catholic Outreach on its 
20th anniversary of your 
mission.… We are glad 
to celebrate with you the 
service of ministering to 
the poorest of the poor. 
We are part of your team!”

Bishops Praise Cross Catholic Outreach on 20th Anniversary

Archbishop Bernard Hebda,  
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Archbishop Dennis Schnurr, 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Archbishop Thomas Rodi, Archdiocese of Mobile
Cross Catholic Outreach Bishops’ Advisory Board

Bishop Joseph Strickland, Diocese of Tyler
Cross Catholic Outreach Board Member

Bishop Alfred Schlert, Diocese of Allentown
Cross Catholic Outreach Board Member

Archbishop Martin Kivuva Musonde,  
Archdiocese of Mombasa, Kenya



CrossCatholic.org/crossroadsCrossRoads
4

Eight More U.S. Bishops Join in Support 
of Cross Catholic Outreach  

The number of U.S. Catholic Bishops endorsing the work of Cross Catholic Outreach continues to grow. In the past few months, 
several bishops have written in support of our ministry, including:

“During this historic and challenging 
year, the mission of Cross Catholic 
Outreach — ‘to transform the poor 
and their communities materially 
and spiritually for the glory of Jesus 
Christ’ — is more critical than ever. 
In our diocese, we witness firsthand 
the impact of food insecurity and 
the need to reach out to those on the 
margins. Thank you for expanding 
the reach of the Church to the 
‘poorest of the poor’ across the 
world.”

“I wish everyone at Cross Catholic 
Outreach a very blessed 20th 
anniversary and assure you of my 
continued prayers, admiration and 
support.”

“I am pleased to write in support 
of the efforts of Cross Catholic 
Outreach to serve the poor and 
powerless throughout the world. That 
work has been a tremendous support 
to the priests, sisters and lay people 
who, under the guidance of the 
local bishop, are providing for the 
material and spiritual needs of our 
impoverished brothers and sisters. 
Be assured of my prayers for support 
for all your efforts.”

“The collaboration of Cross Catholic 
Outreach with the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human 
Development in underserved areas 
of the world helps carry out the 
charitable mission of our Catholic 
Church. This, and your support of 
Catholic missionaries in the fight 
against poverty, are great examples 
of unity within the universal 
Church.”

“I would like to thank all of the 
Cross Catholic Outreach Priests 
who proclaim the plight of the 
poor and the missionaries who 
serve on the front lines in a fight 
against poverty. The mission of 
the Church to promote integral 
human development around the 
world continues, and I encourage 
your ministry to grow in love and 
support of the poorest of the poor.”

“With so many in need of basic 
income, it’s encouraging that among 
your many programs aimed at 
helping the poor are microenterprise 
projects. By equipping poor families 
with resources in education to earn 
a living through [their] own small 
business, Cross Catholic Outreach 
is helping put those on the margins 
of society on the path to self-
sufficiency.”

Bishop Paul J. Bradley,  
Diocese of Kalamazoo 

Bishop Salvatore 
Matano,  

Diocese of Rochester  

Bishop  
William M. Joensen, 
Diocese of Des Moines  

Bishop Thomas A. Daly, 
Diocese of Spokane  

Bishop Robert McElroy, 
Diocese of San Diego   

Bishop Larry Kulick, 
Diocese of Greensburg   

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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“I am pleased to write in support 
of the efforts of Cross Catholic 
Outreach to serve the poor and 
powerless throughout the world. 
That work has been a tremendous 
support. May your mission be 
abundantly blessed as you continue 
the rich tradition of support for all 
of God’s people, especially those in 
greatest need. I trust that you will 
continue to share the message of this 
work with parishes throughout our 
country and challenge all of us to 
be generous as we reach out to our 

sisters and brothers in need around the world.”

“It’s heartening to know of the 
support you are providing Catholic 
missionaries around the world. As 
our Holy Father Pope Francis wrote 
his recent encyclical letter Fratelli 
Tutti, ‘the smallest, the weakest, the 
poorest should touch our hearts: 
indeed, they have a right to appeal 
to our heart and soul. They are our 
brothers and sisters, and as such, we 
must love and care for them.’ For the 
vital mission of serving the poorest 
of the poor around the world, I’m 
pleased to endorse Cross Catholic 
Outreach.”

Bishop Peter Muhich, 
Diocese of Rapid City 

Bishop Alberto Rojas, 
Diocese of San Bernardino    

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.

MATTHEW 25:35

Haiti Earthquake Relief
On behalf of our ministry partners in Haiti, thank you for 

sharing the struggles the poor face in the aftermath of August’s 
devastating 7.2-magnitude earthquake. With the help of Cross 
Catholic Outreach benefactors, we are sending more than  
2 million meals to Haiti, and aid is being distributed in hard- 
hit communities.

Cross Catholic Outreach has nearly two decades of experience 
working in Haiti and coordinated millions of dollars in aid following 
the 2010 earthquake. That experience has helped our personnel 
on the ground secure much-needed supplies and manage relief 
efforts with local priests and religious and lay workers.

God is ever-present in these bleak outskirts, and we are thankful 
that all of the homes Cross Catholic Outreach built with our 
local ministry partner in Les Cayes over the past decade survived 
the earthquake. In fact, many families opened their doors to 
survivors, operating temporary “safe houses” for the homeless. 

Our disaster relief plan addresses survivors’ most pressing 
needs first, including food and medicines, with a long-term  
commitment to rebuilding safe homes in rural farming villages.  
Our partners are feeding hundreds of people daily, and medical  
supplies are supporting a network of rural clinics in the mountainous 
region.

Cross Catholic Outreach stands with families as they recover 
from this natural disaster. Please continue to pray for our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti and continue to share the great needs of our 
ministry partners who work tirelessly to lift up families who have 
suffered so much.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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5th Annual World Day for the Poor
“The poor you will always have with you!”

Pope Francis selected these powerful words — spoken by Jesus in 
the Gospel of Mark (14:7) — as the theme for this year’s World Day 
for the Poor. This year’s event, held on the Thirty-Third Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (Nov. 14), will be the fifth observation of World Day of 
the Poor, established by Pope Francis to focus our love on the cries of 
those in need.

In his message for this year’s event, Pope Francis writes: “The 
poor, always and everywhere, evangelize us, because they enable us to 
discover in new ways the true face of the Father […] Jesus not only 
sides with the poor; he also shares their lot. This is a powerful lesson 
for his disciples in every age. This is the meaning of his observation 
that ‘the poor you will always have with you.’ The poor will always 
be with us, yet that should not make us indifferent, but summon us 
instead to a mutual sharing of life that does not allow proxies. The 
poor are not people ‘outside’ our communities, but brothers and 
sisters whose sufferings we should share, in an effort to alleviate their 
difficulties and marginalization, restore their lost dignity and ensure 
their necessary social inclusion.”  

Summing up his hopes, Pope Francis concluded, “It is my hope that 
the celebration of the World Day of the Poor will grow in our local 
Churches and inspire a movement of evangelization that meets the 
poor personally wherever they may be. We cannot wait for the poor 
to knock on our door; we need urgently to reach them in their homes, 
in hospitals and nursing homes, on the streets and in the dark corners 
where they sometimes hide.”

Cardinal Gregory Becomes 
Patron of Cross Catholic Outreach 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, chairman of our board of directors, 
recently announced that His Eminence Cardinal Wilton Gregory of 
the Archdiocese of Washington is the new Patron of Cross Catholic 
Outreach. Bishop Gainer confirmed the news on the Solemnity of 
Saints Peter and Paul, pointing out that the board unanimously 
approved Cardinal Gregory’s selection. Cardinal Gregory becomes 
the ministry’s third Patron, succeeding His Eminence Cardinal Edwin 
O’Brien, Grand Master Emeritus of the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher, 
who recently retired. The ministry’s first Patron was His Eminence 
Cardinal William Keeler of the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

Upon hearing the news, Jim Cavnar, Cross Catholic Outreach president, 
commented, “2021 is a very special year for Cross Catholic Outreach 
as we are commemorating our 20th anniversary. Cardinal Gregory’s 
love for the poor and willingness to serve as our Patron makes this 
milestone year even more special.”

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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Donors Honored at Cross Catholic Outreach’s Day of Prayer
Cross Catholic Outreach 

celebrated its seventh annual Day  
of Prayer on Friday, Aug. 13, ahead 
of the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On 
this day, staff joined together in 
prayer to intercede for the specific 
intentions of our donors, our 
ministry partners and the poor.

Mass was offered on two 
continents! Cardinal Peter Turkson 
celebrated from the Vatican, and 
Cross Catholic Outreach’s own 
Father Dave Caron, OP, presided 
over Mass — with several Outreach 
Priests concelebrating — at Our 
Lady of Mercy Catholic Church in 
Deerfield Beach. 

Day of Prayer has a special place in our hearts. This year, we added a Marian theme from Luke 1:46: “My Soul Magnifies the Lord.” 
We plan to continue this practice each year to help us focus on our great spiritual mother and heavenly advocate who has taught us by 
example to “do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5).

Where There’s a Need, There’s a Knight
The Knights of Columbus, the world’s 

largest Catholic fraternal organization, is 
successfully putting faith into action with 
Cross Catholic Outreach. This has taken on 
many exciting forms, from food packing and 
Box of Joy events to virtual retreats!

Since early 2019, Knights in Maryland, 
West Virginia, Florida and Indiana have 
funded and packed over 350,000 Vitafood 
meals for the poor. Our goal is to facilitate 
the Knights with 1 million meals for the 
poor this fiscal year! Additionally, Knights 
in over 20 states will bless more than 25,000 
children this Christmas through our Box of 
Joy ministry.

This year, Fr. Dave Caron, OP, began 
directing monthly virtual retreats for 
Knights and Catholic men. We also launched 
a virtual Rosary program for councils and 
assemblies. Recently, Fr. Bernard Olszewski 
began celebrating a monthly Mass for the 
intentions of Knights and their families. 
We see enormous potential in this inspiring 
partnership between two authentically 
Catholic organizations that serve others  
for the glory of Christ.

Cross Catholic Outreach staff, family members and donors attended our special Day of Prayer Mass 
in South Florida.

Pictured (left to right): John Constantino, Grand Knight Nick Constantino, Fr. Carlos 
Piedrahita and Thomas Succi.

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
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Rev. Carlos Piedrahita is an Outreach Priest for Cross Catholic Outreach. We recently spoke with him 
about his ministry.

Fr. Piedrahita, tell us how you came to be a missionary for the poor.

As a native of Colombia, I know the needs of many poor people in developing countries. When I heard 
what Cross Catholic Outreach was doing and that they needed priests to share the message of the poor, 
it motivated me to become part of this beautiful ministry and make a difference in the lives of so many. 

Pope Francis often speaks about solidarity with the poor. What impact does this message have?

His message has given the poor a lot of hope. For us, it’s important to remember that we need to take 
care of our brothers and sisters both spiritually and materially. We need to share our resources and 
talents. Having the conscience to exercise charity and support for those in need is something Pope 
Francis helps us reflect on.

How does our Box of Joy ministry make a difference in the lives of poor children?

I had the blessing of participating in a Box of Joy packing event over a year ago with seminarians 
from Theological College Seminary. We later traveled to Guatemala on a mission trip and delivered Boxes of Joy to children. Bringing 
joy to kids in Guatemala, their parents and their whole families was a beautiful experience. This ministry is a wonderful opportunity for 
parishes to participate and help share joy.

We support many programs in Guatemala. On your mission trip, was there a specific partner you visited that stood out to you?

All of the projects we visited were amazing. We went to a school one morning and were able to assist in a construction project. We also 
visited Santa Rosa de Lima Home for Girls in Cuilapa. There, I was able to celebrate Mass for the young girls, and they were very alive in 
their worship of the Lord. During the Mass, they were joyful, singing their hearts out, and they knew all of the Mass responses by heart.

From your perspective, what benefits do parish communities experience by hosting an Outreach Priest?

Many people are eager to hear the reality our brothers and sisters face. It’s beautiful whenever a congregation hears the testimony of 
what is happening and how they can change that reality. They know they can put their faith into action and truly make a difference. They 
also grow in sensitivity to the needs of others, which is a touchstone of the Gospel. 

Our conversation with Fr. Piedrahita continues online at CrossCatholic.org/interviews. 
Please note, this transcript has been edited for clarity and brevity.

An Interview With Rev. Carlos Piedrahita

Host a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest 
Increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the 
globe and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to 
your parish, and no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests 
are exceptional orators in the English language, and many are fluent in other 
languages. All are Roman Catholic priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/
Child Protection-certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please contact Cross 
Catholic Outreach at priests@crosscatholic.org or call 800-914-2420, ext. 220.

CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest

http://CrossCatholic.org/crossroads
http://CrossCatholic.org/interviews
http://CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest

