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Cross Catholic Outreach Responds to Hurricane Dorian 
Disaster With Shipments of Food, Medicines and More

Hurricane Dorian, the fourth named hurricane of the 2019 
season, tied the record for the most powerful hurricane to make 
landfall in the Bahamas. At its most powerful, Hurricane Dorian 
was listed as a Category 5 hurricane, peaking with sustained 
winds of 185 mph and generating destructive gusts over 220 mph. 
In addition to unleashing massive flooding across the Bahamas, 
Hurricane Dorian completely destroyed numerous homes and 
buildings, wiping out entire neighborhoods and leaving many 
homeless and in need of immediate assistance.

Cross Catholic Outreach teamed up with Catholic Charities of 
Miami and the Archdiocese of Nassau to provide much-needed 
food and medical supplies to help the many affected families 
and children. This approach to addressing needs through 
partnerships is a respected characteristic of Cross Catholic 
Outreach activities. Our ministry prides itself on empowering 
rather than replacing existing Catholic programs, and this gives 
the in-country Catholic leaders much more control and flexibility 
in responding to the challenges their parishes and people face.  

“The impact of this storm was 
frightening. At desperate times 
like that, the Church needs to 
be a source of hope — and to 
do that, they need resources 

and funding. That’s where Cross 
Catholic Outreach comes in. 
We can supply the Bahamas’ 

Catholic leaders with the specific 
items they need to help the 

community’s neediest families.”

Jim Cavnar, CCO President
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Seminary Students Take On Important Mission Project 
to Serve Girls in Guatemala School and Orphanage

In his encyclical The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis wrote:

“Each individual Christian and every community is called to be 
an instrument of God for the liberation and promotion of the 
poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part of society. This 
demands that we be docile and attentive to the cry of the poor 
and to come to their aid. In this context, we can understand 
Jesus’ command to his disciples: ‘You yourselves give them 
something to eat!’ (Mk 6:37): it means working to eliminate 
the structural causes of poverty and to promote the integral 
development of the poor, as well as small daily acts of solidarity 
in meeting the real needs which we encounter.” (#177, 178)

For a group of seminarians from St. John’s Seminary in 
Brighton, Massachusetts, along with its Dean of Men Rev. Edward 
Riley, this demand to be docile to the cry of the poor and come to 
their aid took shape in the form of a working mission trip to the 
Hogar de la Nina in Cuilapa, Guatemala.

Two years ago, these seminarians had traveled to Guatemala 
for the first time with Cross Catholic Outreach. This past March, 

a second group of seminarians visited the area with the ministry’s 
international vision and mission trip officer, Fernando Marquez, 
and Father Bernard Olszewski, one of the Cross Catholic 
Outreach’s veteran Outreach Preachers. Both the first and second 
“vision trips” visited a variety of projects and interacted with a 
wide spectrum of people. The mission projects they saw included 
providing sturdy housing, safer water, educational opportunities, 
and the support of agricultural self-help initiatives. The travelers 
were blessed by their firsthand experiences of life in developing 
countries, and they gained a greater awareness of what a Catholic 
agency can accomplish through integral human development. 

In anticipation of the vision trip in March, the seminarians 
met every Monday — praying to be open to God’s Spirit, to share 
their hopes and vision, and to form bonds of fraternity. God’s 
grace and fervor flowed into these men during their productive 
week of visits, and they returned to Boston determined to embody 
the words of Pope Francis before returning to make a difference! 

One of the seminarians, Peter Schirripa, was the driving force 
of this vision trip. Upon his return to the seminary, under the 
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guidance of Fr. Riley, he spearheaded plans to return, take on a 
physical project, and make a personal contribution to improve the 
mission facilities in Guatemala. A group of five seminarians were 
able to adjust summer schedules to make the trip — three were 
part of the group from March of this year, and one had traveled 
with the group two years earlier. The fifth was a seminarian who 
had not been part of the previous experiences. Of the group, three 
of the men are studying for the Archdiocese of Boston, one for 
the Diocese of Manchester, and one for the Diocese of Portland, 
Maine. 

After contacting Cross Catholic Outreach and working with 
Fernando Marquez, they selected a viable project and determined 
what it would cost to accomplish. Next, they began raising funds, 
and through the generosity of family, friends and benefactors, 
they were able to more than cover their expenses. The vision trip 
was becoming a reality!

The original plan was to help an orphanage in Sumpango, 
because both groups had visited the site; however, that project 
was not feasible for logistical reasons. In Romans 8:28 Paul wrote, 
“We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose,” and the group 
accepted the setback, knowing God would provide an alternative. 
The final choice was a school/orphanage for girls called Hogar  
de la Niña. 

Some might not consider Hogar de la Niña an orphanage since 
many of the 40 girls who live there — ages 4 through 14 — have 
a mother and a home; however, the girls it serves are effectively 
orphans of poverty because their mothers cannot afford to feed, 
clothe or house them, let alone afford the cost of educational 
supplies. To meet those daily needs, the girls live at the school 
from Sunday through Friday. There, they are cared for and 
loved by members of the religious community, Little Apostles of 

Redemption, who also run several houses for orphaned boys and 
girls in Guatemala and El Salvador.

The seminarians committed to building a new covered area for the 
live-in school so laundry could be done and hung to dry even during 
pouring rains, and “The Boston Six” engaged in some backbreaking 
work to complete the task, effectively taking on the work of the 
cement mixers we use in the United States! They also assisted in 
general cleanup of the property, clearing brush, collecting wood, and 
handling other tasks needed to keep a large space neat and clean. 

During their stay, the men also participated in the daily lives 
of everyone at the school. Eucharistic adoration took place at 
5:00 a.m., Mass was celebrated at 6:00 a.m., and The Divine Office 
and rosary were prayed with the sisters and girls at the chapel. 
Days ended with Night Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and 
a sharing of a daily “high point, low point and God moment” 
experienced by each man. 

The group also took part in a training 
session for the leaders of a local parish in 
the Santas Misiones Populares, the Holy 
Popular Mission. There, the men got to 
see and experience firsthand the power of 
this transformative spiritual movement of 
grace and transformation for the whole of 
the diocese. They helped the sisters in food 
preparation and serving during the event and 
participated in the Eucharistic celebration on 
Sunday as well as the Eucharistic adoration 
and procession on Saturday evening. This 
gave the seminarians an opportunity to meet 
with Father Raoul Monterrosa and Bishop 
Bernard Sagustume, O.F.M. Cap., the same 
religious order and personal friend of His 
Eminence, Sean Cardinal O’Malley, the 
Archbishop of Boston.

Although the project and training 
session were highlights in the trip, the 
seminarians were also blessed to take 
the word of God to places where the 
celebration of Mass is not the norm. For 

example, Mass was celebrated at La 46 and Laguna Seca. At every 
place, the message of the people was the same. They thanked 
Cross Catholic Outreach and the seminarians for showing 
solidarity with them and promised to pray for us and our work. 

The papal document Pastores Dabo Vobis on the formation 
of seminarians in preparation for ordination to the priesthood 
takes its title from Jeremiah 3:15: “I will give you shepherds after 
my own heart.” Contained within that instruction is a quote 
from an earlier document of Vatican II that states, “The spiritual 
gift which priests have received in ordination does not prepare 
them merely for a limited and circumscribed mission, but for the 
fullest, in fact, the universal, mission of salvation to the end of the 
earth.” (#36) In the Diocese of Santa Rosa in Guatemala, a group 
of Spirit-filled seminarians was able to put that ideal of seminary 
formation into concrete action and share an experience that will 
inform all of their future endeavors.
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“The impact of this storm was frightening. 
Many coastline communities and roads 
were under water, homes were destroyed 
and lives were lost. At desperate times 
like that, the Church needs to be a source 
of hope — and to do that, they need 
resources and funding. That’s where 
Cross Catholic Outreach comes in. We 
can supply the Catholic leaders in the 
Bahamas with the specific items they 
need to help the community’s neediest 
families,” said Jim Cavnar, president of 
Cross Catholic Outreach.

In the case of a disaster of this scope, it 
will take teamwork and many sources of 
help to provide both initial relief and the 
kind of rebuilding efforts necessary for 
years after such a storm. 

“Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Miami is happy to partner with Cross 
Catholic Outreach to, at the appropriate 
time, order, ship, receive, clear and distribute 
needed relief supplies to the programs, 
partners and parishes of the Archdiocese of 
Nassau, Bahamas,” explained Peter Routsis-
Arroyo, CEO of Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Miami. 

In the first stage of its relief plan, Cross 

Catholic Outreach has provided cash 
grants to Catholic Charities of Miami and 
the Archdiocese of Nassau and arranged 
significant shipments of food and hygiene 
kits to help families in the impacted islands. 

“It’s important to address hunger with 
nutrient-rich meals,” explained Cavnar. 
“The scientifically formulated food we 
are shipping will go a long way in keeping 

people healthy as they face the stresses 
and hardships ahead. And we can’t forget 
the other issues the poor will face in the 
months ahead either. Homes will have 
to be repaired or constructed. Schools 
and clinics will need help. People in these 
areas will have lost almost everything, and 
they’ll need the Church’s support to get 
back on their feet again.”

Hurricane Dorian Aid continued from page 1

Hurricane damage in the Bahamas has been severe, and lives are still at risk. Cross Catholic 
Outreach and local Catholic leaders are playing an important role in the area’s recovery.

Providing Homes for Poor Haitian Families
As we prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s birth, please 

consider participating in Cross Catholic Outreach’s “Homes for 
Christmas” Advent ministry. When you get involved, you’ll join 
other Catholic parishes across the U.S. as they bless poor Haitian 
families with the gift of safe housing — a blessing that renews 
dignity and uplifts families for generations. 

Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere, 
with most of the population surviving on less than $2 per day. 
Many of these poor families live in dilapidated shacks cobbled 
together with mud and sticks, and they are desperate for relief. 

When your parish participates in “Homes for Christmas,” you join 
Cross Catholic Outreach and the Kobonal Haiti Mission in building 
sturdy concrete houses for poor families. It costs only $6,981 to build 
one of these houses, and the impact will last for years to come. 

Cross Catholic Outreach’s “Homes for Christmas” Advent program provides free, liturgically themed promotional tools. 
They will enlighten and motivate parishioners to put their faith into action.

Please join with us in our efforts to ensure that needy Haitian families have a safe place to call home — for the Christmas 
season and beyond! 

To learn more or to request program materials, visit CrossCatholic.org/Advent.
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Preparing for the Third 
Annual World Day of the Poor

Pope Francis established World Day of the Poor in 2017 as 
part of his ongoing mission to further focus the Catholic Church 
on service to the poor. This November, the message of the Holy 
Father for the third annual World Day of the Poor is for Catholics 
to embrace those trapped in poverty. 

 He writes, “Brothers and sisters, I encourage you to seek, in 
every poor person whom you encounter, his or her true needs, 
not to stop at their most obvious material needs, but to discover 
their inner goodness, paying heed to their background and their 
way of expressing themselves, 
and in this way to initiate a 
true fraternal dialogue.”

Pope Francis goes on to say, 
“The poor need our hands, to 
be lifted up; our hearts, to feel 
anew the warmth of affection; 
our presence, to overcome 
loneliness. In a word, they  
need love.”

Since our founding nearly 
20 years ago, Cross Catholic 
Outreach has strived to not just 
meet the immediate material 
needs of the suffering but also to contribute to their spiritual 
development. Our focus is on integral human development, and 
our work with Catholic missionaries around the world is always 
conducted under the supervision of the local Catholic bishop.

Our work is one of solidarity with the poor and collaboration 
with the Church to contribute to the charitable work of the Holy 
Father. World Day of the Poor will be observed on November 17, 
2019, on the 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

In the service of the poor, 
there is no room  
for competition

A message from Pope Francis on the occasion of 
the second World Day of the Poor

In the service of the poor, there is no room for competition. 
Rather, we should humbly recognize that the Spirit is the 
source of our actions that reveal God’s closeness and his 
answer to our prayers. When we find ways of drawing near 
to the poor, we know that the primacy belongs to God, who 
opens our eyes and hearts to conversion. The poor do not 
need self-promoters, but a love that knows how to remain 
hidden and not think about all the good it has been able 
to do. At the centre must always be the Lord and the poor. 
Anyone desirous of serving is an instrument in God’s hands, 
a means of manifesting his saving presence. Saint Paul 
recalled this when he wrote to the Christians in Corinth 
who competed for the more prestigious charisms: “The eye 
cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 Cor 12:21). Paul 
makes an important point when he notes that the apparently 
weaker parts of the body are in fact the most necessary (cf. 
v. 22), and that those “we think less honourable we invest 
with the greater honour, and our unpresentable parts are 
treated with greater modesty, which our more presentable 
parts do not require” (vv. 23-24). Paul offers the community 
a basic teaching about charisms, but also about the attitude it 
should have, in the light of the Gospel, towards its weaker and 
needier members. Far be it from Christ’s disciples to nurture 
feelings of disdain or pity towards the poor. Instead, we are 
called to honour the poor and to give them precedence, out 
of the conviction that they are a true presence of Jesus in our 
midst. “As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).

For nearly two decades, Cross Catholic Outreach has served 
the poor. Since 2015, our status has been that of Juridic 

Personhood within the Universal Catholic Church.Cross Catholic Outreach president Jim Cavnar with the Holy Father.
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Nine U.S. Bishops Endorse the Mission of Cross
Scripture makes an urgent appeal on behalf 

of the poor, and at Cross Catholic Outreach 
we work hard to support that mission by 
empowering the many dedicated Catholic 
ministries that bring hope to the suffering in 
our world. Far too many families remain in 
bondage of poverty, so we also make every 
effort to share the challenges and successes of 
Catholic missions overseas, in the hope that 
greater awareness will stir a deeper level of 
compassion and add many more supporters  
to this important cause.

In our mission, we work with bishops 
around the world and we are deeply grateful 
for the support of the many U.S. Catholic 
bishops who continue to bless and encourage 
us in this effort. In the past few months  
alone, nine bishops have written to show  
their support. 

Washington, D.C.’s new archbishop, Most 
Rev. Wilton D. Gregory, in his endorsement 
letter wrote, “The work of Cross Catholic 
Outreach continues to be an instrument of 
God’s grace. With your focus on helping 
the poor through Catholic missionaries 
throughout the world, you are fulfilling the 
call of Pope Francis to remember those who 
are poor and show them the love of God.” 
Archbishop Gregory went on to say, “I am 
pleased to endorse Cross Catholic and I am 
especially encouraged by your new partnership 
with Populorum Progressio Foundation 
and your continued collaboration with the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development under the leadership of His 
Eminence Peter Cardinal Turkson.”

Bishop Oscar Cantú of San Jose wrote, “I am happy to endorse the mission of Cross 
Catholic Outreach. I pray for the continued growth of your ministry so that you will be 
able to expand your outreach through Catholic missionaries around the world.” Bishop 
Cantú also supported our work earlier, during his time as Bishop of the Diocese of Las 
Cruces in New Mexico.

Cross Catholic Outreach formed a special bond with the Diocese of Pensacola-
Tallahassee by providing financial support to recovery efforts after last year’s devastating 
Hurricane Michael. “You are the heart and hands of the Catholic Church in the United 
States with your ministry to the poorest of the poor worldwide,” wrote Bishop William 
Wack of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee. “I thank you for the outreach to the Diocese 
of Pensacola-Tallahassee during the devastation suffered last year from the effects of 
Hurricane Michael. You were one of the first to respond to the needs of the Panhandle 
communities of Northwest Florida. The missionary service offered by Cross Catholic 
during that difficult time in our diocese will not be forgotten. I pray that the endeavors of 
Cross Catholic are fruitful and the Lord grant much success in your efforts to help others 
both here and in other countries.”

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory Bishop Michael G. Duca

Bishop Oscar Cantú Bishop George V. Murry

Bishop William Wack
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Bishop Roger J. Foys of the Diocese of Covington wrote, “I wish to commend you for 
the work your organization does in feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, and providing 
spiritual development programs.”

Bishop Michael G. Duca of Baton Rouge put the topic of supporting the work of Cross 
Catholic to a vote of his Presbyteral Council. In a letter dated July 29, 2019, Bishop Duca 
wrote to inform us “the membership [of the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge] voted to endorse our important work of helping the poor.”

 “Helping the poor is a command found in the Gospel, and our Catholic Social Teaching 
tells us we are to perform both corporal and spiritual works of mercy,” wrote Bishop 
George V. Murry of Youngstown. He went on to write, “I am pleased to endorse your 
work of feeding the poor in the developing world and providing them with other forms 
of support including housing, clean water, medicines and educational programs. It is 
especially good to know your work through Catholic missionaries includes a spiritual 
component as well.”

Echoing that sentiment, Bishop Michael J. Hoeppner from the Diocese of Crookston 
wrote, “I appreciate the good works done by Cross Catholic Outreach in helping the 
poorest of the poor in the developing world by providing them with medicines, food 
and other relief supplies. I join with my brother bishops in encouraging the donation of 
medical supplies and food from corporate donors so that you can continue supporting 
Catholic missionaries around the world.”

Bishop Mark Spalding of Nashville wrote, “the plight of the poor should be close to the 
heart of all Christians as Pope Francis has reminded us on many occasions. I’m pleased to 
endorse Cross Catholic Outreach and your mission of providing the Corporal Works of 
Mercy to those most in need.”

Cleveland Bishop Nelson J. Perez wrote, “Your effective charity... is a reminder to us in the 
richest locations in the world to never forget our responsibility to be a Missionary Church.”

For nearly two decades, Cross Catholic Outreach has been playing an important role 
in the development and expansion of Catholic missions in developing countries, and its 
track record for success is evident. Now, as the ministry begins its next stage of growth, 
even larger and more extensive projects are being planned that will transform lives in entire 
towns and regions. This strategy of community transformation through integral human 
development will be the next major thrust of the ministry. 

As Cross Catholic Outreach continues to share its plans and progress with Catholic 
bishops and parishes throughout the U.S., it will continue to rely on the source of its 
original inspiration — Scripture’s urgent appeals on behalf of the poor.

Bishop Mark Spalding

Bishop Nelson J. Perez

Host a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest  
to increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the 
globe and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to 
your parish, and no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests 
are exceptional orators in the English language, and many are fluent in other 
languages. All are Roman Catholic priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/
Child Child Protection-certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please contact Cross 
Catholic Outreach at Priests@CrossCatholic.org or call 800-914-2420, ext. 220.

CrossCatholic.org/HostAPriest
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San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone Joins CCO Board
Cross Catholic Outreach is unique among all U.S. Catholic Charities. In addition to having 

the status of Juridic Personhood within the Universal Catholic Church, our Board of Directors is 
composed of bishops and archbishops who provide Episcopal oversight of our work on behalf of the 
poorest of the poor around the world. 

Earlier this month, Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San Francisco was 
voted onto the Board of Directors, succeeding the late Bishop Richard Garcia (Diocese of Monterey), 
who was a member of our board for eight years up until the time he passed away last year.

Upon joining the board, Archbishop Cordileone commented, “I look forward to helping Cross 
Catholic in its collaboration with the Universal Catholic Church and its support of the charitable 
works of the Holy Father.”

Before joining the board, Archbishop Cordileone was one of more than 100 U.S. Catholic bishops 
who endorsed the ministry of Cross Catholic. In his 2013 endorsement, Archbishop Cordileone 
wrote, “Pope Francis has taught us we should be mindful of the poor and see the suffering Christ 
in them. Your ministry stands as a bold example of that teaching. Also by having a strong Board of 
Directors including 7 bishops and Cardinal O’Brien as your Patron, you reflect the transparency and 
accountability so necessary in charitable works today.”

The board now comprises Archbishop Thomas Rodi (Chair), Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, 
Archbishop Robert Carlson, Bishop Joseph Strickland, Bishop Carl Kemme, Bishop Alfred Schlert, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer and President/Co-Founder Jim Cavnar.

Remembering Bishop Richard Garcia
It’s been more than a year since Cross Catholic Outreach lost one of its greatest supporters, 

Bishop Richard Garcia of the Diocese of Monterey. Bishop Garcia joined the CCO Board of 
Directors in 2010 and served until he passed away last year.

Bishop Garcia was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI as the fourth bishop of the Diocese 
of Monterey in California on December 19, 2006. At the time, he was serving as auxiliary 
bishop of Sacramento. His installation in Monterey was on January 30, 2007 — and he 
served as the beloved shepherd of the diocese for more than a decade until he passed 
away on July 11, 2018. 

Just three years after he became the leader of the diocese of Monterey, Bishop Garcia, 
with his compassion for the poor, accepted an invitation to join the Cross Catholic 
Outreach Board of Directors. He commented, “Your outreach to the poor is a 
powerful gift and testimony lived out through the Gospel mandate we read in 
St. Matthew Chapter 25.”

Bishop Garcia was a strong advocate for the poor and a collaborator with 
Cross Catholic Outreach. We miss him very much and appreciate his service  
to the poor through Cross.


