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Ghana Schools Give Children Hope for the Future
The Catholic Diocese of Damongo in Ghana is transforming 

lives by evangelizing the poor and empowering communities to 
foster generational change.

In the Diocese of Damongo, Father Clement Aapengnuo 
educates children and plants the seeds of faith that will last a 
lifetime. In 2015, the diocese established a kindergarten in 
Damongo, and, with the support of Cross Catholic Outreach, 
built a primary school soon after.

Today, the children in kindergarten are taught prayers, learn 
simple Bible studies, and sing songs of praise. With both a 
kindergarten and a primary school, the children have a path to a 
brighter future. As they learn to read and write, their chances of a 
better life increase with every lesson.

In October 2018, a severe thunderstorm blew the kindergarten’s 
roof off its rafters, causing severe water damage to the classroom 
interiors. This tragedy was devastating to the community that 
considers St. Theresa’s Kindergarten one of the best schools in 
northern Ghana.

The kindergarten building has not been used since the incident, 
and all kindergarten children are holding classes in the adjacent 
St. Theresa’s Primary School.

Cross Catholic Outreach has funded the rebuilding of the roof. 
With support from the Catholic community in the U.S., we will 
witness the children returning to class in their kindergarten.

~ story continued on page 2



2
CrossCatholic.org/CDRCrossRoads

Ghana Schools Give Children Hope 
for the Future
continued from page 1

The papal document Pastores Dabo 
Vobis on the formation of seminarians in 
preparation for ordination to the priesthood 
takes its title from Jeremiah 3:15: “I will give 
you shepherds after my own heart.” Contained 
within that instruction is a quote from an 
earlier document of Vatican II which states: 
The spiritual gift which priests have received 
in ordination does not prepare them merely 
for a limited and circumscribed mission, but 
for the fullest, in fact, the universal, mission of 
salvation to the end of the earth.” (#36)

Cross Catholic Outreach has the privilege 
of being a small part of that international 
aspect of the formation of the hearts of 
shepherds by leading Mission/Vision trips 
for seminarians currently in various stages 
of study for the priesthood. The latest of 
these trips was with a group of seminarians 
and their dean of students, Rev. Edward 
Riley, from St. John’s Seminary in the 
Archdiocese of Boston.

Rev. Riley’s group was accompanied by 
Cross Catholic Outreach personnel 
Fernando Marquez, International Vision 
and Mission Trips officer, and Shannon 

Burns and Father Bernard Olszewski of the 
Clergy/Diocesan Relations Department 
Outreach. The group of seven seminarians 
and Rev. Riley spent their March spring break 
week seeing firsthand how the principle of 
integral human development is carried out 
in the projects sponsored by Cross Catholic 
in various dioceses of Guatemala. The 
seminarians are studying for the Archdiocese 
of Boston, and the Dioceses of Providence, 
Rhode Island and Manchester, New Hampshire.

Seeing God’s Grace
This trip was essentially a Lenten 

pilgrimage whose destination was not a 
particular holy shrine but rather a glimpse 
into the inner workings of God’s grace in 
the people whose lives are touched by the 
work of Cross Catholic Outreach. It was also 
an opportunity for the seminarians 
to enter more fully into the theology of 
encounter, seeing their own lives of faith 
through the eyes of the poor. It was a time 
of personal prayer, daily Eucharistic 
adoration and the experience of prayer in 
action in the many projects visited.

The journey began in the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa. Father Raoul Monterosa, vicar 
general, met with the group and explained 
the workings and projects of the diocese. 
He also shared his own vocation story with 
the seminarians and the working of God in 
his life.

It was then on to two water projects, the 
celebration of Mass in La 46 — a village 
that will hopefully see a church built — and 
then after dinner, participation in a faith-
sharing session of the Missionary 

Fr. Clement is thrilled about the ways St. Theresa’s 
Kindergarten expresses the Gospel to children and 
ignites the love of Jesus Christ that can live on in 
future generations.

Through our collaboration with Fr. Clement., 
we are further expanding Catholic education in 
the Tinga parish by building four new schools, 
scheduled to open next school year.

Cross Catholic Outreach is committed to 
collaborating with the Catholic Church to promote 
integral human development throughout the 
developing world.

St. John’s Seminary (Brighton, MA) Students Enjoy 
Missionary Pilgrimage to Guatemala

Seminarian Paul Born shares God’s love in 
Guatemala
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Community of the Santa Misiones Poulares, 
the Holy People’s Mission, a diocesan-wide 
program of evangelization. In all of these 
encounters, the seminarians participated 
fully, since four spoke Spanish fluently 
and the others were assisted by those who 
did. The time in Santa Rosa concluded 
with a visit with Bishop Bernabé Sagastume 
OFM Cap, who is a member of the same 
Franciscan order as Cardinal Sean O’Malley 
of Boston and a personal friend. 

Hearing Testimony in Guatemala
Upon leaving the Diocese of Santa 

Rosa, the group made its way 
north, first stopping in 
Guatemala City at a shelter for 
abused women and children. 
Here the seminarians listened to 
the testimony of suffering 
women and their children and 
how faith in God and the love 
of people who care is effecting 
great changes to put lives back 
together. The following days 
included a visit with the 
community of Misioneros del 
Camino in Sumpango, an 
orphanage and school, as well as 
the Casa de Fe, a surgical recovery 

center for Guatemalans in need of a place 
to stay before and after surgery. The journey 
ended in a true pilgrimage — a visit to 
Santiago Atitlan and the church of Santiago 
Apostol where Father Stanley Rother of 
Oklahoma was martyred 38 years ago and 
beatified in the Cathedral of Oklahoma 
City in 2017, the first and only diocesan 
American priest to have been granted that 
grace. There, the group celebrated Mass in 
the very room where Blessed Stanley was 
martyred. After Mass in the Cathedral of 
Antigua, it was time to return to studies at 

the seminary in Boston.

Reflections of the Pilgrimage
T.S. Eliot, in Four Quartets, wrote that 

in making a pilgrimage:

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

These seminarians returned to Boston 
changed men. They experienced Christ in 
a way that allowed them a glimpse into 
God’s merciful and abounding love in the 
purest and most simple expressions of 
faith and commitment to the will of God.

They heard the profound prayers of 
people of trust and faith who gave thanks 
that they were able to spend time and pray 
with their brothers in faith from far away. 
God spoke to each of these men in a 
unique and special way so that they may 
continue to become true shepherds after 
the heart of God.

It is a great blessing for Cross Catholic 
Outreach to contribute to the formation 
of these future priests and their love of the 
suffering Christ.

Host a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest to 
increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the 
globe and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to 
your parish, and no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests 
are exceptional orators in the English language, and many are fluent in other 
languages. All are Roman Catholic priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/
Child Protection certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please contact Cross 
Catholic Outreach at Priests@CrossCatholic.org or call 800-914-2420 ext. 220.

www.CrossCatholic.org/HostAPriest

Visit to Church of Santiago Apostol
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Cross Catholic Joins With Populorum Progressio Foundation
St. Pope John Paul II founded the Populorum Progressio Foundation 

more than 25 years ago. With headquarters in Bogota, Colombia, 
Populorum Progressio has a mission is to show the Love of God 
and support of the Holy Father to as many poor communities in 
Latin America and the Caribbean as possible. Populorum 
Progressio was part of Pontifical Council Cor Unum but now is 
part of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. 

At the request of Cardinal Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery, 
Cross Catholic Outreach is forming a long-term collaboration 
with Populorum Progressio and has committed to fund at least 
15 projects in Colombia, Peru, the Dominican Republic, 
Venezuela, Cuba, Belize and Nicaragua in the coming fiscal year.

When he founded Populorum Progressio in 1992, St. Pope 
John Paul II hoped for an institution to show the pope’s closeness 
to the people who lack the most essential goods to live and who 
are often put aside by society and its authorities.

Pope Francis has written, “The situation in Latin America 
requires a stronger commitment, in order to improve the living 
conditions of all, without excluding anyone, also fighting against 
injustice and corruption, so as to obtain the best results of the 

efforts deployed.”
Recently, the secretary of the board of Populorum Progressio, 

the Rev. Luis Ferney Lopez, visited with our president, Jim Cavnar, 
and the entire staff of Cross Catholic Outreach to share the 21st- 
century vision of Populorum Progressio to bring God’s love and 
mercy to as many communities as possible. He was very impressed 
with our outreach and our approach to serve the physical and 
spiritual needs of the poorest of the poor. 

Cross Catholic Outreach’s president, Jim Cavnar, commented, 
“The foundation of charity is love and it is our love for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ that inspires us to do everything 
possible to bring relief to the suffering and to promote each 
person’s dignity and their integral human development. Through 
our new relationship with Populorum Progressio, we aim to 
bring the Love of God to an expanded number of communities 
throughout Latin America.”

The new partnership between Cross Catholic Outreach and 
Populorum Progessio will bring tangible assistance designed to 
promote integral human development to Latin American 
communities suffering from extreme poverty.

Father Luis Ferney Lopez Jimenez, secretary of the board of the Populorum Progressio Foundation, with the staff of Cross Catholic Outreach 
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Rome Pilgrimage Group Adopts Water Project
Cross Catholic Outreach sponsored a 

pilgrimage to Rome for a small group of 
committed donors. Such an experience of 
the Universal Church has a strong spiritual 
impact and strengthens donors’ commitment 
to the works of mercy, promoted by the 
Holy Father and the Church. 

In 2017, donors who made the pilgrimage 
enjoyed special encounters, including an 
audience with the Holy Father, a private visit 
to the Sistine Chapel and a tour of the Scavi 
excavations under St. Peter’s Basilica. They 
also enjoyed a meeting with Cardinal 
Turkson, of the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development, with which 
Cross Catholic Outreach partners.

After the pilgrimage, the donor group 
adopted a large water project in Kenya, 
supported by Cross Catholic Outreach’s 
partner, Father Fabian Hevi, SMA, in 
Lodwar, where years of drought have 
brought dire conditions to his people. 

The donors sponsored gatherings in 
their homes or social halls to spread the 
good work of the ministry. 

Richard and Donna Helffrich 
sponsored a gathering at their church and 
hall. Mitchell and Jennifer Hentkowski 
donated funds and shipping containers 
of tin. Fred and Terri Wehling hosted a 
gathering in their home and brought Fr. 
Fabian in from Kenya to speak to the 
group about the importance of the wells. 

Since the drought was so bad, most of 
the shallower wells have run dry, but those 
wells dug by Cross Catholic Outreach are 
over 200 meters deep and bring sustainable 
water to the people. These wells mean that 
the people do not have to spend all day 
looking for dirty water and then collecting 
it and transporting it to their homes. Because 
of the wells, the children can return to school, 
since they do not have to spend the day 
looking for water. 

These wells have been a blessing to the 
Turkana people. Likewise, the commitment 
from the donor group is a blessing. 

We thank the Lord for the rich blessings 
we are sharing with the Turkana people 
and the amazing work of Fr. Fabian.

Cross Catholic Outreach Donates to U.S. Dioceses 
After Recent Disasters

Cross Catholic Outreach responded to the devastation 
caused by two major hurricanes on the southeast coast 
recently by supporting the Diocese of Raleigh and the 
Diocese of Charleston after Hurricane Florence, and the 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee after Hurricane Michael. 

Cross Catholic Outreach donated $10,000 to the 
Catholic Charities of each diocese directly through the 
office of Bishop Zarama of Raleigh, Bishop Guglielmone 
of Charleston and Bishop Wack of Pensacola-Tallahassee.

The donation to the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 
was used to repair roofs within the diocese. At the Diocese 
of Charleston, our donation went to relief supplies such as 
food, hygiene and baby items. Bishop Zarama applied the 
funds to food and other supplies for those in need.

On the West Coast, after the Camp Fire in the Diocese 
of Sacramento, Cross Catholic Outreach supported Bishop Jamie Soto and the diocese’s Fire Relief Fund. While our mission 
at Cross Catholic Outreach is to help the poorest of the poor in the developing world, there are times when we support our 
brothers and sisters here in the U.S. It reflects our union of the whole Catholic Church in being responsive to the greatest 
needs in our midst. 

PHOTO: THE JOURNAL NEWS-USA TODAY NETWORK

Cross Catholic Pilgrims visit the Sistine Chapel
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Recent Bishop Endorsements
Cross Catholic Outreach continues to win the support and admiration of Catholic bishops throughout the U.S. and beyond. 
Bishop Christopher J. Coyne of Burlington, Vermont, recently wrote, “I take this opportunity to endorse Cross Catholic Outreach 

for the great work of helping to provide the most basic needs to so many of our brothers and sisters within our own borders and 
throughout the world… Please know of 
my support for the mission of Cross 
Catholic Outreach and all those who 
generously dedicate their time and gifts to 
carry out this important ministry.”

Bishop Steven Biegler attended one of 
our food packing events at the Church of 
the Holy Trinity in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
and saw firsthand the work that went into 
preparing 43,000 meals to be shipped to 
the poor in Latin America. In his 
endorsement letter, Bishop Biegler wrote, 
“The service you provide to those in need 
is commendable and a witness to the 
message of Christ to always remember the 
poor… I am pleased to endorse the work 
of Cross Catholic Outreach in providing 
the Corporal Works of Mercy to those in 
need around the world.”

Bishop Gerald L. Vincke of Salina, 
Kansas, wrote, “Your ministry of caring for 
the poorest of the poor is impressive and 
very important. I congratulate you on your 
dedication to act as witnesses of Christ to 
all those impacted by your organization.”

Bishop Myron J. Cotta wrote, “Your 
ministry’s commitment to provide the 
Corporal Works of Mercy through 
Catholic missionaries in the developing 
world is commendable. Feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, caring for the 
sick and providing shelter for the 
homeless are ways we give a visible 
reminder to the hopeless that God loves 
and cares for them… I’m pleased to 
endorse the mission of Cross Catholic 
Outreach and join my brother bishops in 
support of your mission of helping the 
poorest of the poor.”

Bishop Christopher J. Coyne

Bishop Steven Biegler

Bishop Gerald L. Vincke

Bishop Myron J. Cotta

International Endorsement
After visiting our offices in south Florida, Bishop Clyde M. Harvey of the Diocese of St. George’s in Grenada wrote that he 
was “encouraged by your ministry’s charitable works in the Caribbean, Latin America and around the world. As Pope Francis 
has reminded us many times, the option for the poor is not really one option among many, but an integral part of Christian 
faith and mission… May God continue to bless the work you are doing… I am very pleased to be associated with you in this 
most necessary work.”
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Cross Catholic Outreach Welcomes New Board Members
Cross Catholic Outreach welcomes two 

new members to our board of directors — 
Bishop Carl A. Kemme of the Diocese of 
Wichita and Bishop Joseph E. Strickland 
of the Diocese of Tyler. Both bishops 
have previously endorsed Cross Catholic 
Outreach, and they are now helping with 
the administration oversight and direction 
of our work of helping the poor. 

In 2013, Bishop Strickland, after endorsing 
Cross Catholic Outreach, wrote, “I look 
forward to providing my support in any 
ways that are helpful. Let us pray for one 
another as we seek to be reminded ourselves 
and to remind the people of God that we 
must always be aware of those in need and 
provide real and meaningful outreach to 
them in the name of Jesus Christ.”  

Bishop Kemme endorsed our ministry in 
2015, saying, “Pope Francis has gone to great 
lengths to encourage us to be servants of the 
poor. I believe Cross Catholic Outreach is 
meeting that challenge in an authentic and 
effective way… I am particularly edified by 
the approach of ministry that provides the 
opportunity and possibility to increase the 
self-sufficiency of the poor.”

We welcome Bishop Kemme and Bishop 
Strickland to our board of directors. We 
are truly blessed by their insight and vision 
in helping us embody the mandate of Jesus 
to be servants of the poor.

Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme
Bishop Kemme grew up on a small family 

farm in Shumway, Illinois. There, his family 
attended, and his parents are still members 
of, the Church of the Annunciation Parish. As 
a youth, he attended St. Henry’s Preparatory 
Seminary before entering the diocesan seminary 
of the Immaculate Conception in Springfi eld, 
Illinois, in 1978.

Bishop Kemme earned his Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Divinity from Cardinal 
Glennon College and Kenrick Seminary before 
being ordained to the priesthood in 1986. He 
then served as parochial vicar at St. Patrick, 
Decatur; Ss. Peter and Paul in Collinsville; 
and Blessed Sacrament in Springfi eld. He 
also served in Illinois as pastor of St. Mary in Brussels, St. Joseph in Meppen, St. 
Barbara in Batchtown, Holy Family in Decatur, St. Peter in Petersburg and St. 
John Vianney in Sherman.

In 2002, he was appointed vicar general/moderator of the Curia in the Diocese 
of Springfi eld by Bishop George J. Lucas. When Bishop Lucas was named head 
of the Archdiocese of Omaha in June 2009, Bishop Kemme served as diocesan 
administrator until June 2010, when Bishop Paprocki was installed for the 
Springfi eld See. Bishop Kemme has continued to serve as vicar general/moderator 
of the Curia for Bishop Paprocki.

On Aug. 23, 2002, he was named a Prelate of Honor with the title Monsignor 
by St. Pope John Paul II. On Feb. 20, 2014, he was appointed by Pope Francis as 
bishop of Wichita, and on May 1 he received his consecration. Bishop Kemme 
also serves as chaplain for the Courage Apostolate in the diocese, and he is a Fourth 
Degree Knight of Columbus and a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.

Most Rev. Joseph E. Strickland
Bishop Strickland was born in 1958 to two of the founding members of St. Catherine of 

Sienna Church in Atlanta, Texas, where he assisted as an altar server. 
He attended Holy Trinity Seminary and the University of Dallas and earned a bachelor of 

philosophy in 1981. In 1984, he was ordained to the Diaconate.
Bishop Strickland earned a master of divinity degree in 1985, and was ordained to the 

priesthood for the Diocese of Dallas. He was assigned to Immaculate Conception Church in Tyler, 
Texas, where he served as Parochial Vicar until 1989. Upon the erection of the Diocese of Tyler in 
1987, he joined the presbyterate of the new diocese and was named the fi rst vocation director for 
the diocese. In 1989, he was assigned as parochial vicar of Sacred Heart Church in Nacogdoches, 
where he served until reassignment as pastor of St. Michael Church in Mt. Pleasant. 

In 1994, Bishop Strickland earned a Licentiate in Canon Law from the Catholic University 
of America and became rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Tyler. He 
was appointed judicial vicar for the Diocese of Tyler in 1995, and named a prelate of honor 
with the title monsignor by His Holiness Pope John Paul II in 1996.

~ story continued on page 8
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From March 2000 to January 2001, Bishop Strickland served as 
administrator of the Diocese of Tyler. He continued to serve 
as rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
and judicial vicar of the diocese until February 2010, when 
Bishop Alvaro Corrada named him vicar general. He served in that 
capacity until September 2011, when Bishop Corrada, newly 

installed as the second bishop of Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, 
appointed him as delegate of the apostolic administrator.

In 2012, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI appointed him 
as the fourth bishop of the Diocese of Tyler. He was ordained 
on Nov. 28, 2012, by His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, 
of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.

Cross Catholic Outreach Welcomes New Board Members
continued from page 7

In 2018, Catholics united through 
the Box of Joy ministry to send 
Christmas gifts to over 58,000 
children in developing countries. For 
many, a Box of Joy — filled with toys, 
clothing, school supplies, a rosary and 
the Story of Jesus — was the first 
Christmas gift they ever received.

Box of Joy provides teachers, parish 
leaders and other Catholic groups 
with a unique opportunity to give 
their students and parishioners a 
simple and tangible service experience 
that has a material and spiritual 
impact on children living in poverty.

Put Box of Joy® on Your Calendar Now!

SIGNUP: The project leader from your organization 
registers your group and the number of children you 
want to reach.

SUPPORT: Cross Catholic Outreach sends materials 
and directions for a successful faith-in-action activity.

SHOP/PACK: In October, your group shops for gifts 
and packs your Boxes of Joy.

Bless children with Boxes of Joy to share Christmas joy and God’s love. Sign up now at BoxofJoy.org

Participating in Box of Joy is fun and simple.

COLLECTION: Boxes of Joy are 
delivered to an area drop-off center 
during Box of Joy Week, Nov. 2-10.

SHIP: Cross Catholic Outreach ships your 
Boxes of Joy around the world.

BLESS: Thousands of children are blessed by your love and 
generosity.


