
PROPOSAL

Brothers of Good Works
HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis Health Care

— Addis Ababa, Ethiopia —

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;  
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn. 

ISAIAH 61:1-2

INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT 1087



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis
Description

This project will provide 
medical care to HIV and 
tuberculosis patients of St. 
Gabriel Catholic Health Center.

Purpose
To help people with HIV or 
AIDS, who are normally 
stigmatized and rejected, to 
know God’s love, acceptance 
and care, and to live long, 
productive lives.

Partner
Brothers of Good Works.

Location
Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia. The health center is located in an industrial area on the edge of the 
city where residents live in poverty.

Cost
$24,000 will partially cover the salaries of health care staff and the costs to test, counsel and treat 
approximately 45,070 patients.

Summary
• Ethiopia is among the countries hardest hit by HIV and AIDS, particularly in urban areas like Addis Ababa.

• People with HIV assume the disease is punishment for sins that must be treated with prayer and penance. 
They feel shame and self-condemnation, and suffer scorn and rejection.

• Tuberculosis is also a major health risk in the urban slums, and those infected with HIV are at greater risk 
of contracting the illness. 

• St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center treats HIV and tuberculosis patients with Christ-like love, dispelling the 
myth that God wants them to suffer.

• The health center screens for tuberculosis and HIV and provides those infected with medicine, medical care 
and counseling. 

• The health center also runs HIV prevention awareness programs in community schools and factories.

• Cross Catholic Outreach invites you to partner with the Brothers of Good Works to bring love and care to 
Ethiopians living with HIV or tuberculosis.

Our Ministry Partner: The Brothers of Good Works
The Brothers of Good Works have devoted their lives to showing “a preferential option for the poor,” 

according to Catholic social teachings. With the heart of Christ, these devoted brothers seek out and serve 
some of the most vulnerable populations. Their various initiatives provide improved sanitation, medical 
care, elderly support, hunger relief, home repair and educational opportunities to a city in desperate need.
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The Need
Selamawit Yohans found out she was HIV-positive when she got pregnant with her second baby. She was shocked, 

ashamed, confused — and fearful the news would bring stigmatization on her family. Living in a slum community 
on the outskirts of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Selamawit and her husband had few options with their limited resources. 
In addition to dealing with her own health crisis, she was also faced the likelihood of passing HIV on to her 
unborn baby. 

Unfortunately, Selamawit’s situation is not unique. Ethiopia is one of the countries hardest hit by the global 
AIDS pandemic, and in urban areas, the problems the poor face can be extreme. For example, in Addis Ababa, 
the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is 5 percent, well above the 1.1 percent rate countrywide. Even though the government 
provides free antiretroviral medications to slow the disease’s progression, there are far too few health facilities and 
physicians to meet the huge need for comprehensive treatment. 

Another vital health risk in the urban slums of Addis Ababa is the high rate of tuberculosis. Tuberculosis is 
highly contagious, and preys on those with weakened immune systems, so HIV patients like Selamawit are at an 
increased risk for contracting the illness. If tuberculosis goes untreated, it can result in death for the patient and 
greater risk of infection. 

 Beyond the medical trials a diagnosis produces, HIV victims like Selamawit also face the stigmatization associated 
with the disease. Despite improved awareness, AIDS myths and misconceptions are still widely believed in slum 
communities. Most adults are unaware that a healthy-looking person can have HIV, or that faithfulness and 
abstinence can prevent its transmission. A common belief is that the virus can be transmitted through mosquito 
bites and people assume that God is smiting people with the disease as punishment for sins, which must be addressed 
through fasting, holy water or penance. In the meantime, people like Selamawit are subjected to shame, self-
condemnation and rejection.

With your help, we can reach out to these communities with Christ’s love and renew dignity for HIV and 
tuberculosis patients living in the slums of Addis Ababa. 
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Ministry Description
The Ethiopian Catholic Church 

and the Brothers of Good Works 
established the St. Gabriel Catholic 
Health Center in 2011 to serve the 
poor residents of Addis Ababa’s 
industrial and migrant district. 
The Ethiopian Catholic Church 
now oversees the health center’s 
operation, and the Brothers of 
Good Works staff the center and 
support it financially. They want 
to offer the poor in their area 
prenatal and pediatric care, HIV 
treatments, and specialized services 
for those with tuberculosis. 

For example, when women 
come to seek prenatal care, St. 
Gabriel’s includes tuberculosis and 
HIV testing as part of the standard 

routine. For those who test positive, the center provides counseling and medical treatment. It also accepts people 
referred by clinics unequipped to treat HIV. Testing is an important first step in the process, since many people 
don’t even realize they’ve been infected with HIV until they’re extraordinarily sick. Early detection and antiretroviral 
treatments are vital; and in the case of expectant mothers, these treatments can prevent the disease from spreading 
to their in-utero babies. 

Selamawit and her baby were able to receive care at St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center, and she finally began  
to accept her situation. As they do for all patients, the staff treated her with kindness and compassion, giving  
her the courage she needed to face this circumstance with courage. This is part of the Brothers of Good Works 
ministry philosophy — every patient, no matter their diagnosis or life circumstances, is treated as a precious 
person created in the image of God. 

“The health center is a place for us to come and clear our minds by discussing all our personal and social issues 
with the providers,” Selamawit said. “They help us replace our thoughts with optimistic thoughts, and it’s a place 
for us to get treatment.”

To prevent the AIDS tragedy from 
claiming more victims, the health center staff 
is eager to speak in the community and local 
factories to educate the population about the 
realities of HIV. They want to dispel the 
myths and misperceptions surrounding the 
disease, which will help reduce stigma and 
prevent it spreading further. There are more 
people like Selamawit in Addis Ababa 
waiting for help. They feel lost and alone 
now, you can help provide them with relief 
and hope!

Projected Beneficiaries of the Project
• 450 people will receive HIV counseling and testing.

• 540 known people living with HIV will be treated.

• 40 HIV-exposed infants (babies with HIV-positive mothers). 
• 2,000 pregnant mothers will be tested for HIV. If they test positive, 
 they will undergo Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of 
 HIV protocol. 
• 42,000 will be screened and tested for tuberculosis.
• 40 children under age 15 will receive latent tuberculosis infection 

treatment.
• Total to be served: 45,070



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Your Help Can Save Lives!
During his earthly ministry, Jesus went out of his way to reach out to the sick, the hurting and the marginalized in 

society. He healed their diseases, forgave their sins and shared his perfect love. 

As his followers, we are to called to emulate his example of mercy and compassion. We know that all people are 
created in the image of God, and therefore, they are worthy of being treated with dignity and respect. This is a 
special opportunity to minister to people living with HIV and tuberculosis in Ethiopia. By supporting the lifesaving 
work of the St. Gabriel Catholic Health Center you can declare God’s love to the poor and vulnerable. Not only 
will you save lives now, but you’ll save the lives of future generations through prevention and education.

The need is urgent; and your support is critical. Your financial contribution will fund staff salaries, expenses of 
treating patients and renew dignity for people who have been devastated and stigmatized by HIV and tuberculosis. 
Please — help us save lives and restore hope! 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one  
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  

MATTHEW 25:40


