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Agnes Mwanja, 35, is a hardworking subsistence farmer 
and mother of five living in northern Malawi. Without a safe 
water source, Agnes and her daughters toil exhaustively to find 
something — anything — to drink. The family typically makes six 
round trips to the Wibogholo River, a small body of water that is 
teeming with dirt, debris and bacteria.

“When it rains, we draw muddy water,” Agnes mourns. “We are 
drinking together with animals, and you can even see the animal 
droppings all around. My girls go to school in dirty uniforms.”

Still, Agnes gives thanks when she can find water at all. During 
Malawi’s dry season, the Wibogholo River evaporates into nothing, 
so Agnes must walk four hours to fill her buckets at the distant 
Upiwo River. Snakes and leopards lie along the path, adding another 

Agnes (front) collects water from the Wibogholo River in Malawi.

element of danger to an already strenuous journey.
In developing countries such as Malawi, many mothers 

like Agnes risk their lives to find water for their households. 
With no access to clean water, their families must drink from 
contaminated streams, rivers or shallow wells that frequently 
make them sick. Women and children often rise before daybreak 
and walk many miles to reach these distant bodies of water, 
sacrificing their safety to quench their thirst.

To address these heartbreaking challenges and build a brighter 
future for struggling communities, Cross Catholic Outreach is 
partnering with the Diocese of Wa in Ghana, the Diocese of Karonga 
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Host a Cross Catholic Outreach Priest 
Increase your parish’s awareness of our Church’s works of mercy around the 
globe and inspire your parishioners to become involved. This service is free to 
your parish, and no second collection is taken. Cross Catholic Outreach Priests 
are exceptional orators in the English language, and many are fluent in other 
languages. All are Roman Catholic priests in good standing and are VIRTUS/
Child Protection certified.

For more information about hosting an Outreach Priest, please 
contact Cross Catholic Outreach at priests@crosscatholic.org or 
call 800-914-2420, ext. 220. CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest

Quenching Thirst and Restoring Hope Through Wells of Salvation continued from cover

in Malawi and the Diocese of Chipata in Zambia. In alignment 
with the Church’s value for integral human development, our joint 
outreach will bless nearly 52,000 lives by installing 65 wells, repairing 
an inadequate water system at a Catholic hospital and improving 
access to sanitation, Catholic education and spiritual formation.

Throughout the Lenten season, U.S. parishes, schools, groups, 
families and individuals have participated in this outreach to build a 
brighter future for struggling communities. But there is still plenty 
of time to join this cause and make a difference! Communities in 

Father John Bosco Eledi, the diocesan development coordinator for the Diocese of Wa, Ghana, stands with the village water committee in 
the community of Babile. With support from Cross Catholic Outreach and its donors, Fr. John Bosco was able to oversee the successful 
installation of a clean well in Babile last year.

countries such as Malawi, Ghana, Zambia, Haiti and Nicaragua 
remain in desperate need of safe water. Engage your parish in the 
urgent mission to quench thirst and transform lives. Working 
together to install clean wells, water systems and sanitation blocks 
will provide the perfect opportunity for families to 
put faith into action and strengthen the poor with 
a much-needed reminder of God’s love!

For more information about our water projects, 
please visit CrossCatholic.org/lent.

http://CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest
http://CrossCatholic.org/host-a-priest
http://CrossCatholic.org/lent
http://CrossCatholic.org/lent
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American Martyrs Catholic Church in 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles has provided 
an inspiring example of how a committed 
and mobilized Catholic parish can 
transform lives through its generosity and 
action. Under the leadership of Monsignor 
John Barry, this faith community gives real 
witness to Christ by showing compassion 
to families with urgent needs.

Father John and his parishioners have 
built a unique friendship with their brothers 
and sisters in the Diocese of Santa Rosa de 
Lima in Guatemala — and it all began with 
a mission trip facilitated by Cross Catholic 
Outreach. On that first trip, the missionary 
group from American Martyrs encountered 
Christ in the poor. Since then, an unfolding 
story of love has changed hearts and lives in 
both Central America and the U.S.

On subsequent trips, American Martyrs 
Catholic Church helped fund and construct 
safe homes for families in need. With 
assistance from their local Knights of 

Columbus council and other parishioners, 
Fr. John and the parish also helped build and 
resource a beautiful chapel in the village of 
La 46. Once a shack with dirt floors, a leaky 
tin roof and no walls, the chapel can now 
host up to 200 parishioners for Mass, prayer 
groups, Bible studies and spiritual retreats. 
Plans are already underway for a second 
chapel to be financed and constructed in 
another community with dire need.

Additionally, the parish funded a new 

American Martyrs: A Parish Model for Evangelization 

roof for the chapel in La Concepcion, 
Guatemala, which services almost 1,300 
parishioners. “Considering the pandemic 
in which we live, sending that aid to our 
community is the response of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to give us a worthy place where Holy 
Mass is celebrated,” said Jesus Pantaleon, a 
member of the La Concepcion community.

American Martyrs also supplied and 
helped install gutters and a new tile floor 
at Hogar de la Niña Santa Rosa de Lima, a 
home for orphaned and at-risk girls. The 
building was in need of serious repairs, 
and these improvements are giving girls 
a positive, safe environment in which to 
grow. In addition, parishioners provided 
the local Caritas staff with operational 
support and also rescued families 
suffering from malnutrition during the 
pandemic by supplying food baskets that 
blessed 1,112 people.

During multiple mission trips, Fr. 
John was able to provide the Guatemalan 
community members with spiritual 
nourishment as well. Due to a shortage 
of clergy, many locals only receive the 
Eucharist every four to six weeks. Fr. John 
celebrated daily Mass in various villages 
and brought the Eucharist to hundreds of 
spiritually hungry parishioners.

Due to travel restrictions caused by the 
global pandemic, American Martyrs has 

focused its recent efforts on mobilizing 
local resources to continue meeting urgent 
needs in the Diocese of Santa Rosa de 
Lima. Guatemala instituted one of the 
strictest lockdowns in the world, which 
severely hindered the villagers’ ability to 
work and secure food. American Martyrs 
responded to this crisis by sponsoring 
food packing events in November 2021 
and in January and March 2022, bringing 
the whole parish together to pack and send 
hundreds of thousands of meals.

Alongside parishes and schools across 
the country, American Martyrs participates 
in the Box of Joy ministry, too. Boxes of 
Joy are filled with gifts, The Story of Jesus 
and a rosary. They are then distributed by 
Cross Catholic Outreach ministry partners 
in eight countries to impoverished children 
who wish for just one gift.

Cross Catholic Outreach is blessed 
to have Fr. John and the committed 
parishioners of American Martyrs as 
partners in these vital works of mercy. 
May God bless them abundantly! 

To engage your parish in meaningful 
works of mercy  
through Cross Catholic 
Outreach, please contact  
Tessie O’Dea by emailing  
todea@crosscatholic.org.

Fr. John celebrated Mass and brought the Eucharist to Catholics in the Diocese of Santa Rosa 
de Lima.

Volunteers from American Martyrs have 
packed hundreds of thousands of meals to 
feed families in Guatemala.

http://CrossCatholic.org/church


CrossRoads
4

Earlier this year, Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco  
sat with Cross Catholic Outreach for an interview about the 
Church’s mission of helping the world’s poor and vulnerable.  
His remarks have been edited for clarity.

Read the entire transcript and watch the full interview with 
Archbishop Cordileone by visiting CrossCatholic.org/interviews or 
scanning the QR code.

Archbishop Cordileone, as a member of our board of directors, how do 
you believe the work of Cross Catholic Outreach relates to Catholic social 
teaching?

Catholic social teaching has its basic principles about the dignity of the human 
person — about solidarity and about the spiritual and social nature of the 
human person. We are spiritual beings destined for a transcendent goal — 
our life in heaven — and we work out our salvation in the context of society, 
sharing generously of our gifts. Sharing generously of the gifts that God has 
given us [in order to stand] in solidarity with the poor is what the mission of 
Cross Catholic Outreach is all about. 

One of the core values of Cross Catholic Outreach is “preference for the 
poor.” Can you talk about why we all should have a preference for the poor?

Certainly anyone who professes to be a follower of Jesus Christ must have a 
preference for the poor. Jesus became poor. He was God and became man, born 
into a working-class family, and then he lived as a poor itinerant preacher. He 
came to bring healing to the poor and identified with them, so anyone who 
wants to be a disciple of Jesus Christ must have a preference for the poor.Archbishop Cordileone.

Cross Catholic Outreach’s Conversation With Archbishop Cordileone

How can the Church expand its ministry to the poor?

One of the best things we can do is to bring people of means to encounter those who are struggling and experiencing material poverty. 
Human interaction is what changes hearts. [Ministry to the poor is] a spiritual endeavor that begins with personal human encounter. 

Over the past several decades, the Church has used the term “integral human development” to describe what it sees as the best 
way to help the human person. Why is this method of helping the poor so effective? 

Integral human development means not only the material, but the spiritual, emotional, psychological and social as well. All areas of 
life affect the others. We cannot attend only to one and ignore the others if we think we’re going to make an improvement and help 
people develop the whole person. We need to attend to all of them together.

Pope Francis has written that the poor “evangelize us.” What can our brothers and sisters living in poverty teach us about the Lord?

Here [in the U.S.], we have everything and people are depressed and miserable. There, they have nothing and they are happy — so it 
is a very valuable lesson that the poor can teach us about where real happiness in life lies.

Several years ago, Cross Catholic Outreach launched the Box of Joy ministry to bring Christmas presents to the poor. Can you 
speak to how important it is that we show children around the world God’s love?

Box of Joy is a way for children to experience the love of Christ. It is a material gift, but it has a spiritual message as well. In a way, it’s 
very sacramental. We’re using tangible, physical reality to communicate the love of Christ, and it doesn’t take much. Children don’t 
need big fancy toys. The greatest joys are in the simple things that engage their imagination and creativity. Through that, we can 
touch their hearts with the love of Christ.  

As the Archbishop of San Francisco, you have many demands on your time. What does it mean to you personally to lend your 
support as a member of the board of directors for Cross Catholic Outreach?

I’m very proud of all that Cross Catholic Outreach accomplishes in serving the poor and those in destitute situations. It’s when we 
give generously of ourselves for the good of others that we experience real joy. I know that lending support as a bishop is helping the 
mission greatly. That is where I find my gratitude to God for this opportunity and the joy that comes from serving others.

http://CrossCatholic.org/interviews
http://CrossCatholic.org/interviews
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Archbishop Rozanski Joins Cross Catholic Outreach Board
Cross Catholic Outreach is pleased to welcome Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski, Archbishop 

of St. Louis, to our board of directors. Archbishop Rozanski was voted onto the board on Nov. 15, 
2021, joining six other U.S. Catholic bishops in providing Episcopal oversight to the ministry. 

“Cross Catholic Outreach is very blessed to have the leadership of Archbishop Rozanski on our 
board of directors,” said Jim Cavnar, president of Cross Catholic Outreach. “His oversight of our 
ministry’s outreach to the poorest of the poor through the model of integral human development 
will be a great benefit to all of us and all we serve.”

Archbishop Rozanski is the 10th archbishop of St Louis. Previously, he served as Bishop of 
Springfield in Massachusetts from 2014-2020 and as Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore from 2004-2014. 
He also previously served as Chair of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee 
on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.Archbishop Rozanski.

In 2019, representatives from Cross Catholic Outreach met with the Populorum Progressio Foundation in Rome. Cardinal Peter 
Turkson (seventh from left) presided.

From its inception, Cross Catholic Outreach has supported 
the charitable works of the Catholic Church and followed 
Catholic social teaching in its ministry to the poorest of the 
poor. Following the directives of the Holy Father, we began 
supporting his charitable works through the Pontifical Council 
Cor Unum, which was established to model works of mercy in a 
tangible way throughout the world. This relationship led us to a 
number of long-standing partnerships, such as with the Diocese 
of Santa Rosa de Lima in Guatemala. What began as a small 
project to build a few houses has developed into a collaboration 
to provide clean water, safe houses, a new chapel, catechetical 
outreach and so much more.

In 2018, the Pontifical Council Cor Unum merged into the 
larger Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development 
under the leadership of its prefect, Cardinal Peter K.A. Turkson. 

Cross Catholic continued to support projects through 
the dicastery, and in recent years, through the dicastery’s 
Populorum Progressio Foundation, which supports projects 
in dioceses in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Cardinal Turkson ended his tenure at the end of 2021, 
and now Cardinal Michael F. Czerny, S.J., has become the 
interim prefect of the dicastery, with Sister Alessandra Smerilli 
serving as interim secretary. Father Christopher Mahar of the 
Diocese of Providence has also joined the dicastery staff, and 
we continue to support the charitable works of the Holy Father 
in close collaboration with the dicastery. We are grateful to 
Cardinal Turkson — as well as to Cardinal Robert Sarah, who 
led Pontifical Council Cor Unum when Cross Catholic received 
its pontifical status as a juridic person in the Catholic Church. 
We continue to be blessed by their support and prayers.

Cross Catholic Outreach Continues Collaboration  
With Vatican Dicastery
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The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary in Maryland blessed many children through Box of Joy.

In its commitment to integral human 
development, Cross Catholic Outreach 
focuses on addressing ALL of the needs 
of the human person: material, physical, 
psychological, social and spiritual. It is 
only through such an integrated approach 
that a person can experience true change 
and growth in their life and witness the 
transformative nature of Christ’s love. The 
Catholic Church has always taken this 
approach to ministry, but recently has 
given it even greater emphasis.

One of the programs Cross Catholic 

Alex and his daughters sort gifts for children 
in need.

 Box of Joy Blessings: Spotlight on Maryland Knights

Outreach developed as part of its 
commitment to integral human development 
is called Box of Joy. It was established in 2014 
to demonstrate Christ’s love to needy boys 
and girls in developing countries. In the 
years since it was launched, the outreach 
has been an incredible blessing to hundreds 
of thousands of children — many of whom 
had never received a Christmas gift before.

Cross Catholic Outreach has developed 
strong relationships with many Catholic 
groups such as the Knights of Columbus, 
along with their ladies auxiliaries, and the 
National Council of Catholic Women. These 
groups have increased their participation 
each year to bless more and more children 
in the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Grenada, Honduras, Haiti and 
Nicaragua. 

For example, the Maryland State Council 
of the Knights of Columbus has participated 
in Box of Joy for the past four years and 
has adopted the ministry as one of its 
signature faith-in-action projects again in 
2022. To date, that council alone has blessed 
more than 7,000 children with a Box of Joy. 
Former state deputies Steve Cohen and Dale 
Trott, along with their wives, even traveled 
to Guatemala with Cross Catholic on a 
mission trip to distribute gifts and witness 
the children’s joy firsthand. 

In our most recent Box of Joy season, 
the Knights packed 4,413 gift boxes — an 

accomplishment that would not have been 
possible without Maryland Box of Joy 
Chairman Alex Lopez-Bueno. Each year, 
Lopez-Bueno’s entire family packs boxes, 
and his two young daughters lead efforts 
to engage their classmates in the outreach. 
This family’s participation is a prime 
example of sacrificial service that not only 
transforms the lives of children receiving 
the gifts, but also the lives of the Knights 
who take part in this outreach.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of 
the Archdiocese of San Francisco serves 
on our board of directors and recently 
shared his support for this amazing Catholic 
ministry. “The Box of Joy ministry from 
Cross Catholic Outreach is an opportunity 
for Catholics to unite in love with children 
in poverty by providing them with Christmas 
gifts,” he said. “I encourage Catholics to 
participate in Box of Joy and help bring 
the good news of God’s love to children  
in poverty.”

Undaunted by the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, faithful Catholics have 
continued to support this wonderful ministry. 
In the 2021 season, more than 106,000 
children received a Box of Joy! Register your 
group to participate in the 2022 
Box of Joy season by visiting 
BoxOfJoy.org.

Box of Joy is a ministry of  
Cross Catholic Outreach.

http://BoxOfJoy.org
http://BoxOfJoy.org
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Cross Catholic Outreach Grows Support Among U.S. Bishops
The collaboration of Cross Catholic 

Outreach with bishops in the developing 
world and the missionaries who work 
under their guidance continues to receive 
support from Catholic leaders in the U.S. 
Most recently, Archbishop Emeritus 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Archbishop 
Paul D. Etienne of Seattle, Bishop Michael 
W. Fisher of Buffalo, and Bishop James 
R. Golka of Colorado Springs gave their 
endorsements.

In his endorsement letter, Archbishop 
Emeritus Kurtz wrote, “In today’s fast-
paced world, the cries of the poor often go 
unheard. … The work of Cross Catholic 
Outreach to illuminate the sufferings of 
the poorest of the poor and stir the hearts 
of the faithful is exemplary, and your 
collaboration with the universal Church 
was duly noted in 2015 when Pontifical 
Council Cor Unum approved your status 
and granted the ministry an official 
international Catholic charity.”

Archbishop Etienne wrote, “It was 
enlightening to hear firsthand about the 
transformative work being accomplished 
by Catholic missionaries you support 
throughout the world. … I encourage you 
to continue the hard work of providing the 
poor with nutritious food, clean water, safe 
housing and medical care because, in doing 
so, you are manifesting the mercy of God to 
our neighbors in need.”

Cross Catholic has great support in the 
northeastern U.S. We have now received 
endorsements from seven of the eight 
Catholic bishops in the State of New York. 
The most recent endorsement from that 
state comes from Bishop Fisher, who said, 
“Cross Catholic’s efforts to provide feeding 
programs, medical supplies, medicines and 
clean water, as well as [its efforts to] assist 
spiritual development, are in the true spirit 
of integral human development spoken 
about by our Holy Father Pope Francis and 
many of his recent predecessors.”

Bishop Golka wrote, “The 20-year mission of the ministry to support Catholic missionaries on the frontlines in the fight against 
poverty is a blessing to the world. … The model of Cross Catholic Outreach to embrace the whole person in the spirit of integral 
human development is a witness to the world that, in addition to the great material needs of food, water and other physical needs, the 
Church must address the problem of poverty in a way that includes spiritual development. … I’m pleased to endorse this vital work, 
and let us keep each other in prayer.”

Archbishop Emeritus Kurtz — Archdiocese 
of Louisville

Archbishop Etienne — Archdiocese of Seattle

Bishop Fisher — Diocese of Buffalo

Bishop Golka — Diocese of Colorado Springs
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Missionaries of Mercy Visit Rome and Parishes  
Throughout the U.S. 

Missionaries of Mercy were appointed 
by Pope Francis during the Jubilee of Mercy 
in 2016 as a conspicuous sign of “God the 
Father’s readiness to welcome those in search 
of his pardon” and the “Church’s maternal 
solicitude for the People of God.” Appointed 
priests from around the world were given a 
special mandate to be “persuasive preachers 
of mercy,” to commit themselves in a particular 
way to hearing confessions with the “authority 
to pardon even those sins reserved to the 
Holy See,” and to serve as “personal witnesses 
of God’s closeness and of his way of loving.” 
Pope Francis has extended the mandate of the 
Missionaries of Mercy until further notice as 
a sign that the graces of the Jubilee of Mercy 
continue.

Cross Catholic Outreach is blessed to have 
six Missionaries of Mercy on its staff. They 
were invited back to Rome from April 22-25 
to personally meet with Pope Francis and to 
receive his direction and guidance for their ministry as Missionaries of Mercy. The Holy Father assured them of his prayers 
for their important ministry and their witness of God’s love and mercy to all. He furthermore encouraged them to spread the 
Good News to parishes throughout the world.

These priests play a critical role in creating, maintaining and representing the culture of our organization. In our mission 
to transform poor communities materially and spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ, we strive to be ambassadors of mercy 
throughout the world, meeting urgent physical needs while declaring God’s nearness and love. In part, we do this by linking 
U.S. Catholics with faithful dioceses, priests, sisters and laypeople serving in developing nations — uniting the global Church 
in effective outreach to our brothers and sisters in need.

The Missionaries of Mercy at Cross Catholic Outreach help U.S. parishes engage with this mission of mercy when they visit 
as Outreach Priests. Parishes can host one of these papal Missionaries of Mercy for the weekend at no cost — an experience 
that is always a blessing for everyone involved. In these days of so much frustration and malaise, an uplifting message from a 
Missionary of Mercy would, no doubt, be a welcome one indeed!

Please consider scheduling a Missionary of Mercy to visit your parish, and help encourage your parishioners to celebrate 
the gifts of hope, love and reconciliation. Parishioners will walk away with a greater understanding of our call to share God’s 
love through tangible works of mercy as well as our Lord’s compassionate work through his Church around the world.

Contact Cross Catholic Outreach at priests@crosscatholic.org or call 800-914-2420, ext. 220 to invite a Missionary of 
Mercy or any of our Outreach Priests to your parish.

Cross Catholic Outreach’s six original Missionaries of Mercy.

http://CrossCatholic.org

