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Disaster Relief
— Worldwide —

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
MARK 12:31

Emergency food distributions, such as the one pictured here in Guatemala, have helped families survive the hunger crisis caused by COVID-19.



Project Synopsis
Description

This project will aid victims of major disasters 
around the world and support the long-term 
recovery of affected families and ministry partners 
by supplying urgently requested cash grants and 
by rushing in shipments of lifesaving goods such 
as meals and medicine.

Purpose
To restore lives and livelihoods through timely, 
Christ-centered action.

Our Partner
Parishes, missions, Catholic lay leaders and other 
like-minded partners in developing nations 
around the world.

Location
We are primarily active in Latin America, the 
Caribbean, Africa and East Asia. 

Highlights
• When disasters strike, it is best to support the relief 

and recovery efforts of Catholic missions already 
on the ground — partners already acquainted 
with local needs and how to address them.

• In-country missions may require assistance 
repairing their own facilities, so Cross Catholic 
Outreach also considers capacity-building 
efforts a priority after a disaster.

• By giving to the Disaster Relief fund, you give 
us the flexibility to respond to unexpected 
emergencies. Your gifts can rush shipments of 
food, hygenie products, blankets and medicine 
to Catholic ministry partners serving disaster 
survivors, as well as support efforts to rebuild 
damaged houses and schools.

• While the main focus is long-term recovery, it is 
critical that we initiate aid as soon as possible. 
Your gift to the Disaster Relief fund means we 
can begin to help even before an emergency 
fundraiser has launched.

When emergencies strike, Cross Catholic Outreach depends on your 
help to send medical supplies, such as the hand sanitizer and 
personal protective gear we shipped in response to COVID-19.



Ready to Respond
When natural disasters strike, things can quickly spiral out of control, especially for families and communities 

already beset by deep poverty. As homes are lost, families become exposed to the elements and many can fall prey 
to illnesses and injuries. Destroyed crops initially lead to hunger, and when relief isn’t sent quickly, those 
situations can quickly produce serious malnutrition, a condition that causes long-term physical and mental 
damage.

Whether the disaster that comes as a storm, drought, earthquake or infectious disease, the aftermath can be 
heartbreaking and overwhelming. For many families, this is their hour of greatest need. They become desperate 
for a Good Samaritan to bring aid, comfort and hope, and every minute counts. That’s where you come in!

Your generous gift to Cross Catholic Outreach’s Disaster Relief fund gives us the flexibility to provide a rapid 
and effective response when an unexpected emergency occurs, saving lives and restoring hope.

With your resources, we can set our global shipping network in motion to begin transporting urgently needed 
food, disaster relief blankets, hygiene products, cleaning items, medicine and other supplies to survivors as soon 
as possible. The ability to ship material aid is critical in times of widespread catastrophe, as many goods can 
become impossible to obtain locally due to the destruction and social upheaval.

As the relief phase ends and recovery begins, aid is provided primarily through cash grants to trusted ministry 
partners. Your gift can help rebuild houses washed away by a tsunami, repair schools and churches damaged by 
hurricanes, or even launch income-generation programs that help families who’ve lost their livelihoods.

There’s no predicting where or when the next disaster might arise, so we need to be prepared! Just as the Good 
Samaritan detoured from his journey to save a hurting stranger, we strive to be responsive to the unexpected. 
Your generosity will help ensure that when a crisis comes to a ministry partner’s door, we can equip God’s people 
to rescue the vulnerable and display the Savior’s love.

Your support of Cross Catholic Outreach’s Disaster Relief fund is needed not only for immediate relief, but also for long-
term recovery efforts. Guatemalan families like these, are still looking for support after hurricanes Eta and Iota devastated 
their homes.



Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. These detailed accountability measures 
have earned us ongoing accreditation by the following organizations:

Help Now!
When a disaster strikes, God’s people must play the role of the 

Good Samaritan. The Samaritan did not expect to encounter a 
bruised and bleeding man, but when the situation faced him, he 
was quick to respond, and his actions addressed both the victim’s 
immediate and long-term needs. He treated wounds, transported 
the man to safety and sheltered him at an inn. 

As modern-day Good Samaritans, we have the privilege of 
representing God as we give freely of both our time and resources 
to bless disaster victims in desperate need.

Your support of Cross Catholic Outreach’s Disaster Relief fund 
provides in-country Samaritans with bandages. It helps connect 
victims to valuable services. It can supply hot meals and warm 
beds. 

Join us and be the lifeline God can use to rescue and restore 
families and communities in their hour of need!

Help us extend Christ’s mercy today!
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