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Bethsaide Bakery
Nutrition and Empowerment for the Poor

— Jacmel, Haiti —

Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.
PROVERBS 22:9
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Executive Summary

Description

This project will create a new bakery with 
modern equipment to produce nutritious 
bread for an impoverished community. The 
freshly baked bread will be healthier for the 
students and elders served by Bethsaide 
Mission and will be a more cost-effective way 
for the ministry to meet the needs of those it 
serves. In addition, 60 women from the 
community will generate an income both by 
raising crops used to make the bread and 
reselling the wholesome bread in the 
community. 

Purpose

To provide more nutritious meals for students 
and elders, create a sustainable revenue source 
for the ministry, and empower local women 
with a reliable source of income.

Location

Jacmel, on Haiti’s southern coast.

Cost

$66,000 to build the bakery room; install an 
oven, mixer and other equipment; and 
purchase initial raw materials.

Highlights

NEED

• Poverty is so widespread in Haiti that 39 percent of residents face severe food insecurity. (Source: CIA’s 
World Factbook)

• Parents in Jacmel have little education or job training so they sustain their families on the meager crops they 
grow.

• Many boys and girls in Jacmel suffer from malnutrition, while elders are undernourished and sometimes 
abandoned by families unable to care for them.

IMPACT

• St. Joseph Training Institute instructs and inspires 150 children who previously were not attending school 
and were at risk of never being educated. 

• St. Joseph Elder Care Food offers a day care center where 30 poor elderly men and women receive meals, 
medicine, socialization and spiritual nourishment.

• The new bakery will further enhance the wellness of students and elders while providing agricultural and 
business training to women in the community so they can develop long-term income sources.

Anne has a future of hope thanks to compassionate Catholics who 
support Bethsaide Mission.



The Need: A Community Without Opportunity

The poor in Jacmel, Haiti, face incredible 
challenges in life. The typical family there lives in 
a one-room dwelling made of dried mud with a 
roof of rusty scrap tin or palm fronds. They have 
no running water, no sanitation services and no 
electricity. As a result, they struggle to maintain 
any sense of hope.

Parents in these communities are willing to 
work hard to provide a better life for their children, 
but opportunities for advancement are scarce and 
malnutrition runs rampant, especially among 
children. Eventually, the poorest children fall 
behind in school or drop out to join their parents 
in working as domestic help, growing crops or 
selling items in the streets, causing this cycle of 
poverty to persist generation after generation. 

Elders also suffer from this widespread poverty. 
Many are left alone during the day or are abandoned 
because family members lack the money to feed 
or shelter them. Both young and old are desperate 
for these things to change, but few see any way to 
escape these hardships without help.

Fortunately, the Church can be that source of 
help, and it has begun to find solutions to the 
poverty Jacmel’s families and elderly face. One 
compassionate woman, Nirva Desdunes, has 
become part of that mission of mercy. She was 
led by the Holy Spirit to create Bethsaide Mission 
and now operates St. Joseph Training Institute for 
needy children and the St. Joseph food program to 
provide nourishing meals and socialization for 
vulnerable elders.

Led by the Lord, she now has a new goal to 
help her community’s poor! She wants to offer 
hope to destitute local women — many of whom 
are mothers of St. Joseph students — by providing 

them with job training and employment options that will lead them and their children into a brighter future. All 
she needs now is your support!

Your gift will enable her Catholic ministry to create a new bakery and establish an agricultural training program 
for destitute women. The bakery will buy crops from women in the program, who will receive a reliable source of 
income for the first time. In addition, the bread will be prepared using local crops. No white flour will be used so 
the bread is healthier for students and elders, especially those with diabetes. 

Nirva’s construction plans, agricultural training schedule and wholesome recipes are all ready to go. The final 
ingredient she needs to succeed is your support!

Families in Jacmel are trapped in poverty without adequate housing, 
education and nutrition. 
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift  we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    CrossCatholic.org/blogs
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Give the Gift of Hope

The mercy of God cannot be contained, and 
neither can the love Nirva has for her friends and 
neighbors! 

Her new outreach — a bakery at Bethsaide 
Mission — will create wholesome bread made 
with sweet potatoes and yuca grown by 50 
destitute women who receive agricultural training, 
tools, seeds and support for two years. By selling 
crops to the bakery, the women will have an 
ongoing source of income. After two years, 50 
more women will be trained! Also, three people 
will be hired at the bakery, and 10 women will be 
trained to sell wholesome bread in local markets.

As more women receive agricultural training, 
the bakery can buy more sweet potatoes and yuca, bake more bread, and reach even more markets!

Please — make a generous gift today so the bakery can be built 
and families can have hope for the future.

Impoverished students receive nutritious meals only because of the 
generosity of our supporters.


