
Transforming Lives in Guatemala
Our Advent Outreach

Cristina Yanes is pleading with God to keep her children safe.
Like many families in rural Guatemala, Cristina and her two children live in a flimsy shelter with a thatched roof, 

walls built from sticks and a dirt floor. It’s a fragile, patchwork structure, and Cristina worries about her family’s security. 
The home does not even have a solid front door, and the family has been burglarized before.

“I am afraid of someone coming in and doing something to me and my children,” Cristina admitted.
She has other worries as well. Bad weather brings new challenges because rainwater seeps through the roof and 

walls, turning the floor into a mud puddle. Under these conditions, the children often become ill. In the dry season, 
there are hardships too. Bugs and snakes slither into the home, making life miserable for the children inside. 

Cristina longs to defend her family against the threats that plague them, but she can barely afford to put food 
on the table. Only through the Church’s intervention can she hope to provide her children with a safer home.

During Advent, as we prepare our hearts for Christ’s arrival, families should be on our minds and in our hearts, 
just as they brought out the compassion of our Lord. Through Christ’s coming, we received great joy, peace and 
security, and these gifts are to be shared with others. This Advent, let’s work together to bless people like Cristina. 
Join us and help build safe homes for families in Guatemala!

Scan this QR Code with your 
smart device to learn more 
about our Advent outreach.

You can help answer the prayers of mothers like Cristina 
this Advent season. Help provide safe homes and give 
families a lasting reminder of God’s protective love!

https://CrossCatholic.org/Advent
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Help Our Parish Bless a Family With a Safe Home!
Nearly 60% of Guatemala’s population lives in poverty, with one in four people earning less than $3.20 a day (CIA 

World Factbook, The World Bank). In rural areas — where more than half of the population resides — many parents 
such as Cristina can only find work as day laborers on local farms, earning meager wages for exhausting work.

Under these circumstances, the poorest families can only 
afford to build small dirt-floor dwellings that cannot even 
keep out the rain. But this is a tragedy we can change! 

It may seem hard to believe, but it only takes $8,434 to 
build a simple, sturdy house for a family in need. Each 
concrete home will feature three 
rooms, a secure metal door, 
shuttered windows, a water 
storage tank, a sanitary 
latrine and a clean-air stove 
to ensure families’ health 
and security.

Any amount you are able 
to give will be an incredible 

blessing to a family in need of safe housing. Scan the QR code on the front 
or visit CrossCatholic.org/Advent to learn more and make your donation!
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Visit CrossCatholic.org/Advent to learn more and make your donation today!

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 300 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
CrossCatholic.org/Advent • 800-914-2420

BEDROOM 1

BEDROOM 2

LIVING ROOM

DINING ROOM

TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN

P6109

http://www.facebook.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.twitter.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.instagram.com/CrossCatholic
http://www.youtube.com/CrossCatholic
http://CrossCatholic.org/blogs
http://CrossCatholic.org/Advent
http://CrossCatholic.org/Advent

