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Emergency Aid for Families 

of a War-Torn Region
A Mission of Mercy by the Daughters of Charity

— Ethiopia —

“I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
JOHN 15:17  



Executive Summary

Description

This project provides 
emergency assistance to 
impoverished families suffering 
from hunger and hopelessness. 

Purpose

To show the loving face of 
Christ to families living in 
impoverished communities 
devastated by a two-year civil 
war. The two warring sides 
recently signed a cease-fire 
agreement, providing an 
opportunity to minister to 
families.

Location

The Tigray region in northern 
Ethiopia has been the site of a 
protracted battle for political 
power. During the fighting, the Daughters of Charity had to stop their wide array of ministry programs to 
impoverished families.

Cost

$195,200 will enable the sisters to begin new emergency programs so destitute families can be restored to 
good health and have hope for the future.

Highlights

NEED

• This conflict in Ethiopia has impacted thousands of people. Many have been killed in the civil war. Others 
have been uprooted from their homes.

• In the specific area served by this project, hundreds of thousands of people are facing escalating poverty.
• Families — especially children — face widespread hunger and have few opportunities to earn an income 

without becoming entangled in unsavory or dangerous activities.

IMPACT

• Families and children will be nourished with food deliveries.
• Personal hygiene and sanitation supplies will be provided to keep families healthy. 
• Hundreds of women will be empowered with business training and emotional support from community 

leaders who will be trained to direct this outreach.

Tigray Region



The Need: Suffering Families Without Food or Hope

A tragedy is unfolding in the war-torn 
Tigray region of Ethiopia. Because of a 
protracted and brutal war between the 
government and separatists, families there 
have been put under tremendous economic 
pressure, and many see no way to properly 
care for their traumatized children. 

Food is particularly scarce. After two 
years of fighting, food markets are in 
disarray, and the region faces its most 
acute food insecurity since a famine in 2011.

Families often go without food for 
extended periods of time, and malnutrition 
has been impacting young children and 
lactating mothers the hardest. Families, 
especially those headed by women, have 
few opportunities to earn a reliable income. 
Faced with extreme hunger, some eventually 
resort to tragic choices — engaging in 
child labor or sex trafficking.

Living conditions are also unsafe. 
Homes, which were humble before the 
war, have deteriorated to the point of 
becoming unsafe and unsanitary. While 
relief agencies have made efforts to help 
these families, their work has been scaled 
back recently because the environment is 
chaotic and critical services used for funding 
in-country partners and transporting 
goods have become unreliable. 

Given these tragic circumstances, families 
are now falling prey to the biggest threat 
of all — hopelessness. After two years of 
warfare, most see no way out and no end 
to the suffering they continue to endure.

Thankfully, the Daughters of Charity, 
who know these families well because 
they have been ministering to the poor in 
Tigray for many years, remain resolute in 
their mission and still represent a ray of 

light in these dark times. In recent months, the sisters have been working behind the scenes to prepare a new, 
comprehensive plan to help the neediest families in this area, but to implement this ambitious outreach, they will 
need our help!

Please pray for the children and families of Tigray, Ethiopia, including Desta and 
her child (pictured).
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift  we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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Give Generously

As a committed Catholic, you can be part of this mission of mercy in Ethiopia. 
In fact, your support is essential! The sisters have carefully created a detailed 
plan to help families in severe need, but they can’t provide these blessings on 
their own. Your gift will fund:

• Food supplies for four months for 115 families comprising 345 people.
• Personal hygiene items such as hand-washing and laundry soaps monthly 

for these same families.
• Supplemental food for 125 children aged 6 months to 2 years for six 

months.
• Psychological and emotional support for 149 women affected by the 

fighting. The sisters will train 24 local women to lead this program. The 
beneficiaries and group leaders will receive stipends for taking time away 
from their other activities as well as personal hygiene supplies for three 
months.

• Training in business management and financial recording for 55 women 
and money to start a new small business.

Your gift will help provide these blessings to families in urgent need!

Prior to the fighting in the region, Berat 
Hallemariam was  one of the women 
served by the Daughters of Charity.


