
PROPOSAL

Clean Water for Families
Bringing Health and Hope to Rural Villages

— Zambia —

Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 
Then they cried to  the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.

PSALM 107: 5-6 
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Executive Summary

Description

This project will install 10 hand-pump 
wells in rural villages, providing 
impoverished families in those areas 
with an abundant supply of safe, 
refreshing water for the first time.

Purpose

To prevent waterborne illnesses, save 
lives and communicate God’s grace 
through the gift of clean water.

Location

The Sisters of Mercy of St. Charles 
Borromeo operate St. Joseph Rural 
Health Center in Chamilala, Zambia, 
and serve impoverished families in 
nearby villages. 

Cost

$63,960 will fund the creation of 
community water systems with 10 
wells, pumping equipment and 
sanitation training.

Highlights

NEED

• More than half of Zambia’s population 
lives in poverty.

• Almost half of rural residents lack 
access to a modern, improved 
source of drinking water. 

• With many people drinking from contaminated water sources, the risk of contracting a waterborne disease, 
such as hepatitis A or typhoid fever, is very high.

(Source: CIA World Factbook)
IMPACT

• Concerned to see so many families being treated for waterborne diseases and malaria at the health center, 
the sisters want to bring clean water to local villages.

• The new wells will provide 4,338 men, women and children with access to clean water for the first time, 
improving their health and ending their long treks to gather unsafe water.

• Each community will receive sanitation training and will assume the ongoing maintenance of the wells, 
ensuring the long-term usefulness of these new water systems.

Samuel Chishimba, an environmental technologist, is working with Catholic 
sisters so local women do not have to trek to this river to gather drinking water.



The Need: Families Without Clean Water

In rural Zambia, the cup of water that refreshes a thirsty child is not always what it seems. Though the water it 
contains may appear safe, it often carries hidden and grave dangers — contaminants and parasites that can quickly 
make that boy or girl seriously ill.

Local mothers have seen family members and friends suffer from these diseases and intestinal sicknesses, but 
they feel forced to use this water anyway. Their children must have water to survive, and there are no alternatives 
in their area — no other sources of water their communities can tap. 

In fact, just to obtain the water they do have, these women often walk long distances over rough terrain to reach a 
murky pond, river or hand-dug well. These sources are almost always teeming with bacteria, parasites and mosquito 
larvae. Diarrhea, malaria and other illnesses the tainted water produces are particularly dangerous to young children, 
the elderly and those with already weakened health.

Because the water needed for a full household is also heavy to lift and carry home, it is common to see these 
women making multiple collecting trips a day — a chore that can take hours of their time to complete!

Through their work at St. Joseph Rural Health Center, the sisters of St. Charles Borromeo have seen the suffering 
that contaminated water brings, so they have expanded their ministry goals to include an outreach that will bring 
clean water to local villages, and their first projects have been an incredible success. When a new well was installed 
to serve a neighborhood, the local families celebrated with jubilant singing and dancing!

The sisters now feel called to bring this joy to more families, and they have come to us with a detailed plan to 
provide safe, abundant water to families in the zones of Kapindu, Saulo, Unyanya, Chamilala, Kasansamula and 
Lameck. The goal is to professionally install 10 new wells capable of serving 4,338 men, women and children, 
and the families that will benefit are now eagerly awaiting the start of the drilling.

With your gift, the lifesaving water will flow, and the joyful celebrations can begin! 

With the new wells, Elizabeth Mbewe will no longer have to use these buckets to scoop water from a river.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023, 

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project, 
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift  we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the fi eld to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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Give Generously

Your gift of safe water will bless hundreds of impoverished families 
for years to come. To ensure the long-term operation of the wells, 
the sisters will meet with village headmen to select a local committee 
to maintain the wells, and committee members will receive extensive 
training on well maintenance and repairs.

In addition, the sisters will form sanitation committees in the 
villages, so residents can lead water, sanitation and hygiene training 
in their communities. The sisters’ goal is to drastically reduce the 
cases of waterborne diseases and malaria now afflicting local villages. 

The sisters have poured their hearts into creating this detailed 
plan, and we share their desire to see the project begin as soon as 
possible. But the work can’t begin without the financial support of 
friends like you. Please — give generously to make this life-
transforming outreach a success!  

Your gift will be the answer to the sisters’ prayers and bring joy 
to more than 4,300 impoverished villagers!

A boy happily pumps a well that was provided by 
the sisters with the support of our friends. 


