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Diocese of Mzuzu
Clean Water for Four Rural Villages

— Malawi —

And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours  
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:19
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Executive Summary

Description
This project will install four water 
systems, providing residents in four 
villages with easy access to clean, 
refreshing water for the first time.

Purpose
To provide rural families with safe 
water, protecting them from waterborne 
diseases and enabling women to be 
home with their children instead of 
making long and dangerous treks to 
far-off water sources.

Location
Rural villages of Mzungutwa, Lubira, 
Nkhonjera and Mwachuwilira in 
northern Malawi. 

Cost
$60,000 to enable the Diocese of 
Mzuzu to drill four hand-operated 
wells in rural communities and train 
local committees on well maintenance 
and proper sanitation techniques.

Highlights
NEED
• Malawi is so impoverished that more than half of the population lives in poverty. (Source: CIA World Factbook)

• The risk of contracting infectious diseases is considered very high, including serious waterborne diseases. 
(Source: CIA World Factbook)

• Rural families are particularly at risk because they gather drinking water from hand-dug pits.

IMPACT
• Given the extreme need, the diocese is creating a new partnership with Cross Catholic Outreach to bring 

clean water to 1,800 people in four rural villages.
• A needs assessment found an urgent need in these villages because women are walking long distances to 

collect water that is often contaminated.
• Residents in these villages are committed to creating a sustainable program with sanitation training and 

ongoing maintenance.
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The Need: Families Without Clean Water
Women living in rural Malawi carry a heavy burden each day — more than just the weight of the water they 

lug back home to their families from remote streams or hand-dug pits. The additional burden is fear. That’s 
because each time they draw and use that water, there’s a good chance it will make their children sick.

Imagine having to face that daily dilemma. You must draw the water because it is essential for survival, but 
you are fearful each time your child drinks it because the harmful contaminants it contains could be debilitating 
to your son or daughter — or even threaten his or her very life.

For those who live in rural villages of northern Malawi, there are two viable sources of water about two miles 
away. The local women either go to the murky Rukulu River or use one of the nearby shallow, hand-dug pits that 
are tainted with mud. Wild animals also rely on these same sources, so the women are at risk of attacks when 
they approach. Even when the wildlife isn’t a threat, the droppings of these beasts are part of what contaminates 
the water, so each bucket collected can easily put the family at risk for waterborne diseases. For example, local 
church leaders report cases of cholera are on the rise, and they are concerned infection rates will climb even 
higher during the next rainy season.

Our support of Church-based outreaches can bring these hardships to an end! Bishop John Ryan of the 
Diocese of Mzuzu is grieved by the burdens local families must bear, and he is working with Cross Catholic 
Outreach to bring safe water to these families. Planning is underway to drill four wells with hand-operated 
pumps that will provide clean, refreshing water to 1,800 people. 

To make this outreach a success, Bishop Ryan needs your support!

God’s Compassion is Spreading Across Africa
The Church in Africa has made it a priority to bring safe water to rural villages, and hundreds of 

thousands of impoverished people are already enjoying clean water through our partnerships with local 
dioceses. The Diocese of Mzuzu, inspired by the vision of Bishop Martin Anwel Mtumbuka of the nearby 
Diocese of Karonga, wants to see even more families blessed through this mission of mercy. He was so 
impressed by the success of wells in his diocese that he connected us with Bishop Ryan in Mzuzu so even 
more families could be helped. 

Women reach into a hand-dug pit to scoop water to take home for their families.
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Our Promise to You!
Donations from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2023,  

the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Our Mission
We mobilize the global Catholic Church to transform the poor and their communities materially and 
spiritually for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Good Stewardship 
We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 
by asking them to document costs and the impact of their outreach.
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Give Generously
The gift you make today in support of this outreach will bless 

impoverished families for years to come. Diocese leaders have worked 
with our experienced mission team to create a sustainable plan. It ensures 
the operation of the new wells and educates villagers on proper sanitation 
techniques. These techniques have been widely successful in rural villages 
throughout Africa, and thousands of lives have been transformed.

In each village, a 10-person committee will be formed to oversee the 
maintenance of the wells and to lead water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
training for local residents. Enthusiasm for this important project is 
building, and God is being glorified as a result. The committed Catholic 
communities already developed by the diocese have a deep love for the 
Lord and will introduce their neighbors to the wonderful blessings that 
are about to unfold.  

Local Catholics will spread the word about God’s love, 
but they need your support so drilling of the wells  

can begin!

Lizzie Nyasulu gratefully pumps water 
from a well provided by our supporters in 
another Malawi village.


