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July 2, 2025

Reverend David G. Caron, OP
Cross Catholic Outreach

600 SW 3rd Street, Ste 2201
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060

Dear Father Caron,

Service to the poor is central to the message of Our Lord Jesus Christ, yet we live in times
that are not particularly sensitive to their needs.

Our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, has stated that the greatest poverty is to not know God.
This aligns with Pope Francis’s idea that the poor have much to teach us, since those living in
material poverty often have greater hope and faith in God than those living with material
abundance without a meaningful spiritual life.

With that in mind, Pope Leo XTIV chose the message “You are my hope (cf. Ps 71:5)” for the
upcoming Annual World Day of the Poor. In announcing the theme he said, “The poor are not a
distraction for the Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their lives, their words, and
their wisdom, they put us in contact with the truth of the Gospel.”

Inspired by this call, I commend the good work of Cross Catholic Outreach as you approach
your 25" anniversary next year and celebrate the 10™ anniversary of being granted canonical status
as a Juridical Person in the Catholic Church.

I am pleased to join a majority of bishops in the United States, as well as here in Louisiana,
in endorsing your mission to love and serve the poor. I encourage you to continue this vital work
and invite others to support your efforts.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Francis 1. Malone, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Shreveport



